
AUDITION NOW: Casting call goes out for “Mamma Mia!” 

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2019

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 2A
Classified 10-11B
History 3A
Obituaries  5A
Sports 9-12A
State 12B
Grace 5B

H 59 L 39
Weather forecast here. 2A

To share a news tip, request  
an extra copy or to advertise,  
call 217-921-3216 or email  
nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

Sign from times 
gone by

Dispatch gets a 
boost

Paris hospital is 
top of the pack

Handel’s most 
famous piece

Exploring 
Canada

LADY TIGERS 
MOVE TO 19-1 
ON SEASON

Latest news, 
online extras

Brocton citizens saved 
and repurposed the 
original Brocton Bank’s 
marker after the building’s 
demolition.
HISTORY, 3B

Edgar County Telephone 
System finds ways 
to reimburse county 
dispatch. 
NEWS, 8A

The Chartis Center for 
Rural Health names Paris 
Community Hospital a 
Top 100 Critical Access 
Hospital. 
HEALTH, 7B

Handel’s “Messiah” is 
one of the most iconic 
compositions in history, 
as well as one of the most 
beautiful. 
GRACE, 5B

Writer Jeremy Patterson 
traverses Quebec and 
Ontario, and getting 
taste of French Canadian 
culture.
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

The Paris Lady Tigers took 
care of business this week, 
pulling two come-from-be-
hind wins to move to 19-1 
on the season. 
SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Drawing by LAILA, WENZ

Hales retires from Shiloh
Departing school board member honored for years of service, dedicated attendance

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME — A retiring Shi-
loh school board member 
was honored for 12 years of 
service during his final board 
meeting Monday, April 15, at 
the Unit 1 board of education 
meeting.

Dana Hales, who is present-
ly the board’s president, did 
not seek re-election to a new 
term April 2. He owns the 
Newman Independent.

In his brief emotional re-
marks to his fellow board 
members, school administra-
tors and those present for the 
meeting, Hales said he has 
been, “very proud to serve for 
12 years as a member of this 
board.”

By his recollection, Hales 

said he has missed only two 
board meetings or committee 
meetings during his tenure. 

“That is about 200 nights of 
board meetings,” he said.

Hales encouraged citizens 
to become involved with the 
school district and step up to 
serve. He noted with interim 
superintendent of schools Al-
len Hall continuing, “this dis-
trict is in good shape.”

Following his remarks, Hall 
presented Hales with a plaque 
honoring his service to the 
school board.

In regular business, Shiloh 
principal Beth Harbaugh pro-
vided the board an update on 
the upcoming rededication of 
the Shiloh School building set 
for Saturday, May 11.

Harbaugh said an open 

house is planned for the entire 
building from 1-4 p.m. with 
welcoming comments set for 
2 p.m. in the gym. Student 
ambassadors will be available 
to greet and walk through 
with individuals or groups 
attending. Refreshments will 
be served in the multipurpose 
room, she said, and student 
art featured during the day.

In preparation for the 50th 
anniversary, Harbaugh said a 
beautification program is un-
derway on the school campus 
including planting flowers, 
trimming trees and shrubs 
and generally sprucing up 
the school and its grounds. 
The school trophy case has 
recently been reorganized, 
she said. 

Harbaugh said May 11 was 

selected because it is the day 
after graduation and would 
allow those who attend com-
mencement to also attend the 
50th anniversary. Kendra Sad-
doris is aiding with the plan-
ning, the principal said, as well 
as alumni and others.

The name of the new 
athletic conference for the 
Tri-County Titans beginning 
in the 2019-2020 school year 
is Lincoln Prairie, Harbaugh 
announced. Tri-County (Shi-
loh, Oakland and Kansas) is 
now on the southern edge of 
the conference. The confer-
ence includes former Okaw 
Valley Conference members 
with the exception of Pales-
tine-Hutsonville, Martinsville 
and Oblong.

In his report, Hall said the 

reorganization meeting for 
the district is Monday, April 
29, at 7 p.m. in the board 
meeting room. Hall asked if 
the board members would 
like to purchase a new table 
for meetings rather than using 
the four tables pushed togeth-
er. The members agreed there 
is no need to purchase a new 
table — but new chairs might 
be nice.

Hall announced the low 
bidder for the home econom-
ics room cabinet project has 
pulled out of the project. Hall 
has made several calls seeking 
quotes from other companies 
and will continue to make 
calls and report at the next 
meeting.

Plans to air condition the 
See SHILOH, Page 8A

BREAKING GROUND FOR MENTAL HEALTH

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Horizon Health and the Human Resources Center of Edgar and Clark Counties are joining forces to improve mental 
health treatment access, including emergency service. Ground was recently broken to build a Life Center on the Hori-
zon Health campus for Horizon Health’s Senior Care program as well provide space for HRC therapists and a crisis 
center – sort of a mental health emergency room. Left to right, Dustin Melton, Nolan Longest, Ken Polky, Alison Wil-
liams, Oliver Smith, Ned Jenison, Martin Adams, Kym Pfrank, Brian Blair, Brittney Isom, Renee Craig and Floyd Young.

New era of healthcare
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Healthcare, especially mental 
health service, will have a new look 
in about a year.

Representatives of Horizon 
Health and the Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark Counties 
gathered briefly for a groundbreak-
ing ceremony between downpours 
Thursday, April 18, near the HRC fa-
cility behind Paris Community Hos-
pital. The two organizations are part-
nering to build a Life Center on the 
Horizon Health Campus that will 
serve the needs of Horizon Health’s 
Senior Care program, and improve 
HRC’s ability to provide emergency 
response to people experiencing a 
mental health crisis.

Ollie Smith, Horizon Health 
CEO, said the new structure, which 
should open in the spring of 2020, 
is designed with expansion in mind. 
Half of the main floor will house Se-
nior Care.

This is a Medicare funded out-
patient program for senior citizens 
with mental health needs. Smith 
said Horizon Health currently rents 
space in Verona Mall for Senior Care 
but it is not big enough to meet the 
demand for service.

“We typically have 23 to 24 pa-
tients,” said Smith. “They more or 

less graduate from the program as 
they improve, and others come in.”

Horizon Health also has a psychi-
atrist that visits on a regular basis to 
oversee Senior Care.

The expansion possibility is be-
cause the building is designed with 
a basement. Smith said no plans 
exist at the moment to utillize the 
basement but it will be available for 
future use as a need arises.

HRC will occupy the other half 
of the Life Center’s ground floor 
with offices for therapists to see pa-
tients and a 24-hour crisis center to 
provide a place where someone ex-

periencing a mental health crisis can 
receive immediate care.

“We are seeing more mental 
health patients in the ER, and we 
are ill-equipped for that,” said Smith, 
adding the mental health side is 
important to Horizon Health and 
working with HRC provides the best 
options for the community.

The idea of having a building 
equipped with a crisis center located 
near the hospital has long been a goal 
of HRC. It was one of the key com-
ponents of a capital campaign HRC 
started approximately five years ago, 

Special to The Prairie Press

The new Life Center on the campus of Horizon Health should open in about a 
year to provide better mental health access to county residents.

See LIFE, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

It’s a new day for the Paris Wal-
Mart Supercenter.

After an extensive period of re-
modeling featuring a new flooring 
surface and other in-store features, 
employees and management held 
a brief ceremony Friday morning 
celebrating the end of the work and 
re-dedication of what store manag-
er Randy York called a brand new 
store.

The revamping of the Paris store 
means it is one of the first in this 
immediate area to offer Online 
Grocery Pickup. 

“When the stores do a remodel 
is when they add the online grocery 
pickup,” said York. “Eventually, it’s 
likely to hit most of the stores.”

Darrell Grimes, a market man-
ager with oversight of 11 Wal-Mart 
stores, noted the Marshall and 
Charelston stores will be adding 
the service in the future.

Online Grocery Pickup allows 
customers to place orders online, 
select a pickup time and a Wal-
Mart employee will fill the order 
and bring it to the customer’s 
waiting car at the allotted time. 
Payment is made when the order 
is placed so customers do not have 
to leave their vehicles and enter the 
store. 

There is no additional cost for 
this service, and orders may be 
placed as far as seven days in ad-
vance or for same day service. The 
name Online Grocery Pickup is 
something of a misnomer.

“It is for any product in the 
store,” said York.

The service actually started sev-
en days ago, which is as far out as 
items may be ordered, and the first 
pickups were scheduled for later 
Friday. 

Wal-Mart 
offers 
online 
shopping 
and pickup

See WAL-MART, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The future for a pa-
vilion in Chrisman’s Centennial Park 
appears bleak.

Commissioner Rodney Wolfe 
reported during the Monday, April 
15, city council meeting a large hole 
has developed over the building’s re-
strooms and the interior walls of the 
restrooms are falling down.

“I’ve boarded them up (the re-
strooms) and ordered porta-potties,” 
said Wolfe. 

Mayor Dan Owen added one of 
the building’s roof beams is sagging.

The deteriorating condition of 
the pavilion is not a surprise as the 
council has discussed the structure 
and what to do about it for sever-

al months. A decision was delayed 
while trying to learn the status of a 
$100,000 state grant awarded to the 
city several years ago that was never 
received.

Wolfe said a recent conversation 
with Senator Chapin Rose (R-Ma-
homet) confirmed neither Gover-
nor Pat Quinn nor Governor Bruce 
Rauner signed the paperwork releas-
ing the money. It is uncertain if the 
money still exists for Chrisman’s use 
or if it was returned to the state funds, 
and Rose is looking into the matter.

There is a sense among council 
members action may be necessary 
before the mysterious fate of the grant 
is resolved. Contractors asked to look 
at the pavilion have said it cannot be 
repaired while recommending demo-

lition as the best course, and during 
the March 18 city meeting repre-
sentatives of the Chrisman Band 
Boosters expressed concern about 
the kitchen area of the structure. 
The band boosters use the kitchen 
to serve concessions during events in 
the park as a fundraising activity.

“We’ve got to make a decision,” 
said Wolfe, but no definite plan was 
before the council so no decision was 
possible. 

The council also deferred action on 
a plan for spending Motor Fuel Tax to 
oil and chip some city streets. Com-
missioner Tim Owen recommended 
waiting until a new city council is 
seated in May to give a final OK to 
which streets will get treated over the 
summer.

Commissioners Tim Owen, Rick 
Jenness and Jerry Hoult did not run 
for re-election in the April 2 election 
so the April 15 meeting was their 
last one. The council will re-organize 
during the May 6 meeting when Thad 
Crispin and Tyler Alexander come to 
the table for their first terms as com-
missioners and join Mayor Owen 
and Wolfe, who were re-elected.

One seat will be empty because 
only three people ran for the four 
council member positions. The reor-
ganized council will have to appoint a 
commissioner to fill the vacancy. 

A couple of action items were 
taken at the April 15 meeting. A 
contract with Aramark for providing 
work clothes to city employees was 

Chrisman park pavilion is a worry

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A



TODAY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 2019

RUN, WALK, CRAWL
The Paris Pacers’ annual Run, 
Walk, Crawl event is April 20. 
Walkers starts at 7:45 a.m. and 
runners leave at 8 a.m. Packet 
pickup is 6:45-7:45 a.m. the day 
of the race. Same day registration 
is possible. The route starts and 
finishes in front of Tom’s Fitness, 
120 E. Wood Street. 

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

QUILTING GROUP MEETS
The Paris Bee Quilters meet 
at 6:30 p.m. April 22 at the 
Otterbein United Methodist 
Church, 406 W. Washington St., 
Paris. The meeting is open to 
anyone, regardless of age or sex, 
who is interested in quilting or 
sewing. Expertise in quilting is 
not required but a love of quilts 
is a bonus. More information is 
available by calling 217-251-1394. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
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MAKING MOTHER’S DAY CARDS MAY 4
Paris Public Library is hosting a Make-a-Mother’s-Day Card craft 
session 10:30 a.m. May 4 for children ages 6-12. The event gives 
the children an opportunity to make a unique handcrafted card 
for a mother, grandmother, aunt or other special person. Some 
of the paper-crafters will be there to help the youngsters. This 
is a free program, but advance registration is required to assure 
enough supplies are available. Call 217-463-3950 to enroll by 
April 29.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

59   39
Prec: 20%

76   55
Prec: 0%

78   56
Prec: 0%

72   49
Prec: 40%

68   48
Prec: 30%

71   54
Prec: 0%

74   55
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Partly sunny and breezy with a 
few morning showers possible. Highs top 
out near 60.

EASTER — A gorgeous day with mostly 
sunny skies and highs climbing into the 
mid 70s.

MONDAY — Another warm day in the upper 
70s under partly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:07 a.m. 7:34 p.m. 9:07 p.m. 7:09 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:05 a.m. 7:35 p.m. 10:14 p.m. 7:46 a.m.

SATURDAY 6:04 a.m. 7:36 p.m. 11:18 p.m. 8:26 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:02 a.m. 7:37 p.m. -- 9:10 a.m.

MONDAY 6:01 a.m. 7:38 p.m. 12:16 a.m. 9:59 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:00 a.m. 7:39 p.m. 1:08 a.m. 10:51 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:58 a.m. 7:40 p.m. 1:54 a.m. 11:46 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65°/44°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87° in 1896
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22° in 1897

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.23”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.65”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.90”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.28”

NORMAL:    High: 65   Low: 44     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK
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Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 

weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

CLARK COUNTY BICENTENNIAL
The Clark County Historical 
Society observes the county’s 
bicentennial with a special panel 
discussion 6:30 p.m. Feb. 28 in 
the Dale McConchie meeting 
room at the Marshall Public 
Library. The program includes 
information about the county’s 
formation in 1819, facts from 
Clark County history and early 
settlements.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is ham with a white or 
wheat roll, scalloped potatoes 

and baked beans or broccoli with 
cheese. The cost is $5. Drinks are 
50 cents and dessert is $1.

FRIDAY

SENIOR CENTER RUMMAGE 
SALE
The Chester Sutton Community 
Center for Seniors of Edgar 
County is having a rummage and 
bake sale to benefit the center’s 
operation. Hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
April 26 and 9 a.m.-2p.m. April 27. 
Items in the rummage sale include 
antiques, collectibles, small appli-
ances, carpet, household items, 
craft supplies, quilt frame, holiday 
decorations, high chair, and lots 
of miscellaneous items, but no 
clothing.

UPCOMING

CARPENTERS ONCE MORE
Carpenters Once More is a trib-
ute show to the talent of the late 
Karen Carpenter and features 
many of the tunes she and her 
brother made famous during the 
1970s. The performance is 7-9 
p.m. April 27 at the Paris Center 
of Fine Arts. Ticket information at 
www.pcofa.net.

CHICKEN NOODLE DINNER
The Paris Chapter of the Order of 
the Eastern Star’s annual Chick-
en Noodle Dinner is 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Sunday, April 28, at the Masonic 
Temple, 301 South Central Ave., 
Paris. The dinner includes 
chicken and noodles, mashed po-
tatoes, green beans, applesauce 
or Jell-O, roll, drink and dessert 
for $7. Children under 5 eat free. 
Carry-outs are available during 
the event. Patrons should enter 
the front door and will be direct-
ed to the basement dining room.  
More information is available by 
calling 217-463-2715.   

CHRISMAN BLOOD DRIVE
The Red Cross is holding a blood 
drive 2-6 p.m. April 29 in the 
Fellowship Hall at the Chrisman 
Nazarene Church. 

CITY-WIDE YARD SALE
The communities of Oakland and 
Hindsboro are joining forces to 
have all-day yard sales May 4. 
Sales start at 8 a.m. but do not 
have an official ending time. The 
two communities are only six 
miles apart on state Route 133. 
Maps are available at McQueen 
Lumber in Oakland or Quick Gits 
in Hindsboro.

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT 
AND BAKE SALE
The Master Gardeners plant and 
bake sale is 8 a.m. May 4 at the 
Clark County Extension Office. 
This is a good opportunity to 
obtain vegetable plants, shrurbs, 
blooming flowers and more. 
People wanting to reserve table 
space to sell plants or baked 
goods must call the Clark County 
Extension Office, 217-826-5422.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 04/24:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 04/27:
White chicken 
chili, garden 

salad or 
coleslaw & garlic 
cheddar biscuit

Thur 04/25:
Chicken taco 

casserole,
garden salad &
chips & salsa

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

May 3 Evening Menu:
Chicken & Noodles, Mashed Potatoes,

 Green Beans, Roll, Drink & Dessert, $12

Dinner served from 5:30-7:30 
with The Coon Holler Kids

 providing entertainment from 6-8pm. 

Spring Fling Weekend
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SHRED
C O M M U N I T Y

I N  H O N O R  O F  
E A R T H  D A Y

DAY
Drop your shredding by your local bank

 and we will ensure
 safe and secure shredding on us!

Please call your local location for drop offs of more
 than 2 boxes / garbage bags full.

BANKPROSPECT.COM

The CARE Collation will be partnering with 
Prospect Bank to collect expired 

or unused medications. 
Drop off will be behind the bank in Paris.

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

New
Furniture 
Arrivals 
Daily!

Now Taking Consignments

Furniture Sale

These advertisements are in support of the PCOFA season are provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Community The-
ater is scheduling auditions 
for its upcoming production 
of “Mamma Mia!,” according 
to Stuart Metcalf, who is the 
director.

Auditions are from noon to 
6 p.m. Saturday, May 25, with 
callbacks Sunday, May 26 at 
the Paris Center of Fine Arts. 
Those who wish to audition 
may schedule a time by email-
ing ParisCommunityThe-
ater@gmail.com. Walk-ins 
will be seen as time permits. 
Those auditioning should pre-
pare an up-tempo pop song in 
the style of the show, which 
features the music of ABBA.  

Rehearsals begin Monday, 
June 3. Rehearsals are most 
evenings from 6-10 p.m.  
Please bring a list of conflicts 
to the auditions for schedul-
ing purposes.  Performances 
are July 12-14 at the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts.

“Mamma Mia!” tells the 
hilarious story of a young 
woman’s search for her birth 
father. This sunny and funny 
tale unfolds on a Greek island 
paradise. On the eve of her 
wedding, a daughter’s quest 
to discover the identity of her 
father brings three men from 
her mother’s past back to the 
island they last visited 20 
years ago.

The story-telling magic of 
ABBA’s timeless songs propels 
this enchanting tale of love, 
laughter and friendship, cre-
ating an unforgettable show. 
A large cast, non-stop laughs 
and explosive dance numbers 
combine to make “Mamma 
Mia!” a guaranteed smash hit 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A phone scam is cre-
ating headaches for Paris 
Fire Chief Brian Gates.

He said unknown 
parties are calling area 
residents claiming they 
are soliciting money as 
a fundraiser for the Paris 
Fire Department. Gates 
emphasized there is no 
such fundraising taking 
place and any money 

Phone scam falsely 
claims raising money 
for fire department

local citizens are convinced 
to give is not reaching the de-
partment.

“The department is doing 
our annual letters to busi-
nesses for our National Safety 
Council participation,” said 
Gates, adding those funds are 
used to provide educational 
material to schoolchildren. 
“That is letters only to busi-
nesses. We have not autho-
rized any phone calls or indi-
vidual solicitations.”

“Mamma Mia!” auditions set
for any theater. A mother. A 
daughter. Three possible dads 
— and a trip down the aisle 
not to be forgotten.

Metcalf said all roles are 
open and the theater company 
is actively seeking diverse and 
energetic performers for the 
following:

SOPHIE SHERIDAN – BORN 
AND RAISED ON THE ISLAND.

Gender: Female
Age: 20 to 25
Vocal range top: E5
Vocal range bottom: F#3

DONNA SHERIDAN – SOPHIE’S 
MOTHER.

Gender: Female
Age: 40 to 50
Vocal range top: A5
Vocal range bottom: E3

SAM CARMICHAEL – MIGHT BE 
SOPHIE’S FATHER.

Gender: Male
Age: 40 to 50
Vocal range top: Ab4
Vocal range bottom: D3

BILL AUSTIN – MIGHT BE SO-
PHIE’S FATHER.

Gender: Male
Age: 40 to 50

Vocal range top: F#4
Vocal range bottom: Bb2

HARRY BRIGHT – MIGHT BE 
SOPHIE’S FATHER.

Gender: Male
Age: 40 to 50
Vocal range top: F#4
Vocal range bottom: C#3

SKY – SOPHIE’S FIANCÉ.
Gender: Male
Age: 20 to 30
Vocal range top: D5
Vocal range bottom: Eb3

TANYA – FORMER DYNAMO.
Gender: Female
Age: 40 to 50
Vocal range top: E5
Vocal range bottom: E3

ROSIE – FORMER DYNAMO.
Gender: Female
Age: 40 to 50
Vocal range top: D5
Vocal range bottom: E3

LISA – SOPHIE’S FRIEND.
Gender: Female
Age: 20 to 25
Vocal range top: Db5
Vocal range bottom: G3

ALI – SOPHIE’S FRIEND.
Gender: Female
Age: 20 to 25
Vocal range top: D5

Vocal range bottom: G3
PEPPER – BARMAN AT TAV-
ERNA

Gender: Male
Age: 20 to 25
Vocal range top: F5
Vocal range bottom: A4

EDDIE – HELPS SKY WITH 
WATER-SPORTS.

Gender: Male
Age: 20 to 25

CHORUS – CONSISTS OF THE 
ISLANDERS, WHO WORK AT 
DONNA’S, WEDDING GUESTS.

Gender: Any

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – The greenhouse 
at Shiloh High School is open 
9 a.m.-noon today, April 20, 
with a variety of vegetable and 
flower flats, large pots, hang-
ing baskets and more.  

The greenhouse is the 
product of many hours of 
hard work by the Shiloh Ag 
Classes and money earned 
from plant sales helps fund 
the greenhouse and horticul-
ture program. 

Future open hours are 9 
a.m.-noon April 27; 3-5 p.m. 
May 3, 10 and 17; and 9 a.m.-
noon May 4, 11 and 18.

Shiloh annual 
greenhouse 
plant sale

REUSE
the news
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These properties have been placed in the custody of the State Treasurer, to whom all further claims 
must be directed. Information regarding the amount or description of the property and the name 
and address of the holder may be obtained by any persons possessing an interest in the property 
at www.IllinoisTreasurer.gov, 877-581-3689, or by addressing an inquiry to the State Treasurer: 
Illinois State Treasurer’s Office, Unclaimed Property Division, PO Box 19495, Springfield, IL
62794-9495. Printed by the authority of the State of Illinois

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT US AT
unclaimedproperty@illinoistreasurer.gov or 877-581-3689.

ICASH BY THE NUMBERS
Reported to Treasurer’s Office 09|01|18 – 02|28|19

Reports       7,195
Properties      2,143,265
Cash       $378,420,798
Shares       17,128,581

 
Returned to Owners 09|01|18 – 02|28|19

 
Number of paid claims     166,551
Cash and share value returned    $130,232,359.75

TO FIND OUT IF YOU HAVE CASH OR PROPERTY, VISIT
WWW.ILLINOISTREASURER.GOV/ICASH.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO THE INTERNET
TO SEARCH FOR UNCLAIMED PROPERTY, A COMPUTER
MAY BE AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL PUBLIC LIBRARY.

ADULTS DISCOVER PROPERTY TO CLAIM
WHEN THEY SEARCH

ILLINOISTREASURER.GOV/ICASH

THE ILLINOIS STATE TREASURER’S
I-CASH PROGRAM WANTS TO RETURN

$3.4 Billion
TO OWNERS

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the April 8 
and April 11 felony and traffic 
calls in Edgar County Circuit 
Court included:

IN CUSTODY
nKyle N. Carter-Alvis, 25, 

Kansas, appeared in custo-
dy. He was charged with two 
counts of a Class 4 felony 
domestic battery with prior 
convictions. Bond was set at 
$5,000 and he was ordered to 
have no contact with the ap-
parent victim. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDevon L. DeWeese, 18, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery, a Class A misdemeanor 
resisting a police officer, a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft and 
a Class A misdemeanor illegal 
consumption of alcohol. He 
told the court he will hire an 
attorney and all matters were 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nSpencer E. Haley, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. The unresolved 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license is revoked and 
a petition to revoke his proba-
tion sentence for a Class 2 felo-
ny unlawful use of property for 
methamphetamine manufac-
turing conviction was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
Haley was released on a per-
sonal recognizance bond and 

Cases appear in circuit court
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nSarah Lynn Hall, 31, Paris, 

appeared in custody. She was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor reckless conduct. The 
public defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $1,500. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with counsel. 
Hall was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nKenny L. Husher Kan-

sash, 28, Chrisman, appeared 
in custody. He was presented 
with a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance conviction. 
He told the court he will hire 
an attorney. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. He was remanded to cus-
tody to continue serving his jail 
sentence in another case.
nJami H. Murdock, 33, 

Clinton, Ind., appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with 
a Class X felony delivery of 
methamphetamine, a Class 1 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance. Bond was set at 
$50,000, the public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing. Murdock was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nJared M. Plew, 26, no ad-

dress provided, appeared in 
custody. He was charged with 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
a weapon by a convicted fel-
on and a Class A misdemean-
or unlawful use of a weapon. 
Bond was set at $30,000. The 
public defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

nCody A. Rigdon, 29, Paris, 
appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class 2 felony 
theft of a motor vehicle and a 
Class 3 felony theft. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Rig-
don was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nJake J. Sudduth, 26, Paris, 

appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery and 
a Class A misdemeanor crimi-
nal damage to property. Bond 
was set at $3,500 and he was 
ordered to have no contact 
with the apparent victim. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel. Sudduth was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDustin E. Talbott, 34, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a sus-
pended license. His bond was 
reduced to $1,000. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nAndrea Vickery, 27, Stiles-

ville, Ind., appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance. The public defender 
was appointed. Bond was set 
at $5,000 and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. Vickery was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nRyan W. Wells, 34, Paris, 

appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class 4 felo-
ny aggravated driving while 

license is revoked, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a sus-
pended license and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. Wells was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.

CHARGES
nAnthony R. Marchant, 36, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nMichael C. McMahan, 48, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
4 felony aggravated driving 
while license is revoked and a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a revoked license. The pub-
lic defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. 
nJordan N. Myers, 28, Paris, 

was presented with a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a sus-
pended license conviction. The 
public defender was appointed 
and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nVenncint J. Sander, 19, 

Danville, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor speed-
ing. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nLeroy J. Schmitt, 34, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charge. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
GUILTY PLEAS

nNathan D. Medley, 29, 
Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
B misdemeanor possession of 
cannabis charge. He was sen-
tenced to 18 months of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. In exchange for the plea, 
the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a sus-
pended license charge.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJackie G. Wilson, 29, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor obstructing a police 
officer charge. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.

OTHER MATTERS
nMatthew L. Mattingly, 33, 

Paris, learned the state with-
drew a petition to revoke his 
court supervision for a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a police 
officer conviction. The case 
was closed.
nGerry A. Menet, 26, Paris, 

learned the state withdrew a 
petition to revoke his condi-
tional discharge sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor criminal 
damage to property convic-
tion. The case was closed.
nBilly D. Ward, 55, Spring-

field, learned the state with-
drew a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct conviction. 

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared and 

issued when the following in-
dividuals failed to answer the 
court call: Ethan R. Daniels, 
39, Clinton, Ind.; Lasha M. 
Hillyer, 34, Paris; James M. 
McCollum, 61, Paris; Eric D. 
Paige, 27, Paris; and Jesse J. 
Prouse, 42, Terre Haute, Ind.

OBITUARIES

COURT

HOSPITAL STAFF GO TO SPRINGFIELD

Special to The Prairie Press

Staff from Horizon Health participated in a recent health information day at the state capitol, 
where they met with area legislators. Left to right Sen. Chapin Rose (R-Mahomet); Angela Moran, 
Horizon Health Quality Improvement Coordinator; Ann Bogue, Horizon Health Nursing Home Care; 
Amanda Talamantes, Horizon Health Nursing Home Care; and Sen. Dale Righter (R-Mattoon).

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, April 11, with 18 mem-

bers attending the meeting.  
Club members recognized 

were: Marcella Coy, TOPS 
weekly best loser, achieving 
her first 10-pound loss and 
won the food drawing; Sue 
English was the KOPS weekly 
best loser; Ruth Ann Knight 
was the best walker; and Janet 
Embry won the walking draw-
ing.   

Coralie Smittkamp’s pro-
gram was “27 Secrets to 
Transform Your Life,” and she 
shared a story called “One 

Bulb at a Time.”     
TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-

ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. Visitors and new 
members are always welcome 
and more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, April 16, with 15 mem-
bers weighing in and 15 mem-
bers attending the meeting.

Club members recognized 

were: Verna Smith, TOPS 
weekly loser; Marion Pate, 
KOPS weekly loser; Sharon 
Phillips, top walker; and Patty 
Felgenhauer, top exerciser.

Janice Stevens gave a pro-
gram about vitamins. 

TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 7 
p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-6300.

TOPS chapters #IL 1563, 2318 convene in April

THELMA JONES
MARSHALL – Thelma 

R. Jones, 72, of Marshall, 
passed away at 4:36 a.m. 

Wednesday, 
April 17, 
2019, at her 
home. 

A services 
honoring her 
life is 11 a.m. 
S a t u r d a y , 
April 27, at 

Pearce Funeral Home, with 

Pastor Tim Duke officiating. 
Burial is in Auburn Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from 10 
a.m. until the service time 
April 27 at the funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Marshall 
Summer Lunch Program or 
to Edgar County Summer 
Meals.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. p e a r c e f u n e r a l s e r -
vices.com.

JONES

SIDNEY MCCLINTOCK
Sidney S. McClintock, 83, of 

Paris, passed away at 5:31 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 17, 2019, in 

the emergency room of Paris 
Community Hospital. Arrange-
ments are pending at Temple-
ton Funeral Home in Paris. 

MARY DILLIER
CASEY – Mary E. Dillier, 

94, of Casey, Il passed away 
Sunday, April 
14, 2019, at 
Urbana. 

A private 
m e m o r i a l 
service is at 
a later date. 
Visitation was 
from 5 to 7 

p.m. Wednesday, April 17, at 
Markwell Funeral Home.  

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Casey Veterans of 
Foreign Wars.  

More information and on-
line condolences at www.mark-
wellfuneralhome.com.  

DILLIER



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2019  |  5AOBITUARIES

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager
SELECT UPRIGHTS ON SALE UNTIL MAY 31

Call for dental coverage today
to help save money on big   
dental bills.

This is not just a discount plan.  
This is real dental insurance from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 

that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 

cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want –  

  including your own

• Preventive care starts immediately

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

*Individual Plan. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Network providers subject to 
change. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN) Rider kinds B438/B439
6197

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Call now  
to get this

FREE  
Information Kit

AW19-1032

1-888-986-3194
dental50plus.com/prairie

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped in any 
way during Carl’s illness and passing, from EMTs, 
ambulance crews, nurses and aides. Dr. Huh and 

Kim and staff at Coleman Cancer Center, Dr. 
Shatagopam, staff at Union Hospital, Lincolnland 

Home Health, Medical Equipment and Hospice, 
LinCare, Pete and Scott of Templeton Funeral 
Home, the pallbearers, Hume and Chrisman 
American Legion Honor Guard and Auxiliary 

members, Pat Rhode and Pastor Troy Warner. 
We also appreciate the many phone calls, visits, 

texts, cards, food and memorials we received. We 
were blessed with your presence.
Sandie Burns and children and families:

Erin and Robert Dunn, Carla and Michael Philpott, Jody 
Burns, Jenni and Tim Purcell, Kim Adams, Tim Brimner, Thad 

and Cathy Brimner, Cale and Mallory Armstrong, Tammie 
Burns, Ronnie and Chilo Reed and Rick and Angela Reed.

The Family of 

Carl W. Burns
08/20/1946 - 03/30/2019

CHARLEEN WOODYARD
NEWMAN – Charleen 

Woodyard, 94, of Hume, 
passed away at 3:50 p.m. 

Wednesday, 
April 17, 
2019, at her 
residence in 
Hume.

A funeral 
service is 2 
p.m. today, 
April 20, at 

the Joines Funeral Home, 
Newman, with Marvin Smith 
officiating. Burial is in Young 
America Cemetery, north of 
Hume. Visitation is from 1 
p.m. until the service time to-
day at the funeral home.    

Mrs. Woodyard was born 
Aug. 31, 1924, at Hume, a 
daughter of the late Charles 
and Jessie Starkey Holling-
sworth.  

She is survived by two 
daughters, Sharon (Harold) 

Titus, Cumming, Ga., and 
Rita (Ray) Yates, Dawson-
ville, Ga.; five grandchildren, 
Shane Baugh, Jamie Sexton, 
Shaun Titus, Dawn Kim-
barl and Justin Yates; two 
step-grandchildren, Shane 
Yates and Amy Linnabary; 
and 10 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by three brothers, Howard 
Hollingsworth, Jay Acklen 
and Nye Acklen.

Mrs. Woodyard was a life 
long resident of Hume. She 
was an avid Cubs fan and her 
hobbies included gardening, 
fishing, camping and crafts.

The family expresses grat-
itude to Cassie Rich of Sarah 
Bush Lincoln Hospice for the 
kindness and care shown to 
their mother during her final 
days.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Sarah Bush Lin-
coln Hospice.

WOODYARD

NORMAN SMITH
Norman Lee Smith, 83, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:42 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 17, 2019, at 

Paris Com-
munity Hos-
pital/Hori-
zon Health. 
He was an 
engineering 
technician for 
the Illinois 
Department 

of Transportation, retiring 
Dec. 31, 1991.  

A funeral service is 2 p.m. 
Thursday, April 25, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Rick Cook officiat-
ing. Burial is in Franklin Cem-
etery. Visitation is from noon 
until the service time Thursday 
at the funeral home. 

Mr. Smith was born May 6, 
1935, at Metcalf, the son of the 
late Arthur “Buddy” and Doris 
Shuler Smith. He married Lois 
Ann Parker March 23, 1955, at 
Metcalf, and she passed away 
May 3, 2018.  

Survivors include two chil-
dren, Rick (Lea) Smith of In-
dianapolis, Ind., and Melody 
(Gary) Saylor of Ferdinand, 
Ind.; a sister, Diana (Lee) 
Trunnell of Clarksburg, Md.; 
six grandchildren, Sara Smith 

SMITH

MARY NICHOLS 
CASEY – Mary Annette 

Nichols, 92, of Casey, passed 
away at 9 a.m. Sunday, April 

14, 2019, at 
H e a r t l a n d 
Nursing Cen-
ter.  

A funeral 
service was 
2 p.m. Fri-
day, April 
19, at Mark-

well Funeral Home, with the 
Rev. Jon McDonald officiat-
ing. Burial followed in Casey 
Cumberland Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from 1 p.m. until 
the service on Friday at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Pulmonary Fibro-
sis Foundation or Casey First 
Baptist Church.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

NICHOLS

ANNA MARIA MITCHELL
CHRISMAN – Anna Ma-

ria Mitchell, 93, of Chrisman, 
passed away Tuesday, April 

16, 2019, at 
Paris Com-
munity Hos-
pital.

A grave-
side funeral 
is 3:30 p.m. 
T u e s d a y , 
April 23, at 

Hoult Cemetery. Visitation is 
from 2 until 3 p.m. Tuesday at 
the Krabel Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Mitchell was born May 
19, 1925, at Munich, Germany, 
the daughter of the late Johann 
and Theresia Baumer Bogner. 
She met her husband, Chan-
dler Mitchell in June 1946 
at the U.S. Army Ordinance 
Depot in Munich, where she 
worked as a clerk and typist, 

and he was a T-5 at the Military 
Police Detachment. 

She came to the U.S. on Jan. 
7, 1949, and spent five days 
on Ellis Island. She arrived 
in Chrisman Jan. 13, and she 
married Chandler Mitchell 
Jan. 26 at Danville. Together, 
they had three children, sev-
en granddaughters and 15 
great-grandchildren, and they 
enjoyed many wonderful years 
together.

She is survived by three chil-
dren, David Mitchell of Chris-
man, Rebecca (Jerry) Cu-
sick of Paris and Tom (Gina) 
Mitchell of Chrisman; one 
sister, Eleanor Janson of Karls-
feld, Germany; seven grand-
children, Carri (Dan) Hoffman 
of Paris, Suzi Cusick of Paris, 
Connie Cusick of Terre Haute, 
Ind., Candi Cusick of Terre 
Haute, Heather (Darrin) John-

son of Paris, Emily (Chris) 
Sontag of California and Dee 
Dee (Todd) Georges of Catlin; 
15 great-grandchildren; and 
a sister-in-law, Eleanor (Jim) 
Taylor of Indianapolis, Ind. 

She was preceded in death 
by her brother, Walter in Ger-
many; her husband Chandler; 
and two brothers-in-law, Jim 
and John Mitchell.

Mrs. Mitchell worked at 
Cummins Drugstore in Chris-
man and at Zenith in Paris for 
21 years and was a member 
of The German Oberlanders 
Club in Terre Haute since 
1983. She loved music, danc-
ing, crafts, puzzles, traveling, 
gardening and flowers. Most 
of all, she loved her family and 
friends. 

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com. 

MITCHELL

SANDRA LEE
CASEY – Sandra Lynn Lee, 

71, passed away Friday April 
12, 2019.   

A funeral 
service was 2 
p.m. Monday, 
April 15, at 
Markwell Fu-
neral Home. 
Visitation was 
from noon 
until the ser-

vice time Monday at the funer-
al home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

LEE

BRYCE CLAUSEN
GREENWOOD, Ind. – 

Bryce Harlan Clausen was 
born Jan. 25, 2018, at India-

napolis, Ind., 
the son of Joel 
and Andrea 
Clausen. He 
spent his first 
15 days in the 
NICU before 
coming home 
to meet his 

big brother, Levi.  
Bryce was a snuggler and 

loved to be held and talked to. 
He had a joyous giggle that a 
rare disease soon robbed him 
of. On Nov. 1, 2018, Bryce 
was diagnosed with Krabbe 
disease. A neurological disease 
that few had ever heard of. 
Soon after his diagnosis, Bryce 
became the silent voice for 
Krabbe disease in Indiana.  

He was the face of this dead-
ly disease, and he led the charge 
in making Senate Bill 41, later 
known as Bryce’s Bill, a reality. 

He went undefeated in both 
the House and Senate and on 
March 25, 2019, Governor 
Eric Holcomb signed into law 
Bryce’s Bill. This bill will be 
Bryce’s legacy. This bill will save 
lives. This is why Bryce was put 
on Earth, to save others. 

On April 5, 2019, while 
sleeping, Bryce went to be with 
the Lord. Bryce, his brother, 
his Aunt Kristi and his mother 
and father were vacationing in 
St. Petersburg Fla. They were 
there because the Quinn Mad-
eleine Foundation granted 
Bryce a Quinn’s List Wish, to 
see the beach. Bryce was able 
to cross one final item off his 
Greatest Hits list before pass-
ing, and the beach was just 
steps away.  

While Bryce leaves behind 
a broken hearted family, they 
take comfort in knowing his 
message has been heard and 
his legacy will live on forever.

Bryce leaves behind to cher-
ish his memory, his parents, 

Joel and Andrea Wolfram 
Clausen; brother, Levi Robert; 
grandparents, Rick and Peggy 
Wolfram, John and Lori Bren-
gle and Doug and Patty Clau-
sen; aunts and uncles, Mindy 
and Tyler Meyers, Trisha and 
Wade Hendry, Michelle and 
Jeff Young and Kristi Wolfram; 
great-grandparents, Mary Jane 
Krahl, Phyllis and Art Wolfram 
and Joan and Bill Brengle; and 
cousins, Eli, Emmett, Ellie, 
Jack, Scarlett and Cole. 

Greeting him in heaven, 
Phil and Joan Wiseman, Bob 
and Marianne Losekamp, Lois 
Losekamp, John See Jr. and 
John See Sr.  

Bryce Harlan Clausen, a rare 
warrior who fought #Bryces-
Battle…is now Krabbe free in 
heaven.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the St. Vincent 
Foundation, Themed Room, 
Bryce Clausen @ https://give.
stvincent.org/clausen-fami-
ly-project 

CLAUSEN

JACK BEDWELL
MARSHALL – Jackson D. 

"Jack" Bedwell, 83, of Mar-
shall, passed away at 5:02 p.m. 
Thursday, April 11, 2019, 
at Burnsides Community 
Health Center. 

Private burial is in the Au-
burn Cemetery. Pearce Fu-
neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralhome.com.

HARRIET ARRASMITH
CHRISMAN – Harriet B. 

Arrasmith, 91, of Chrisman, 
went home to be with the 

Lord Tues-
day, April 16, 
2019, at Co-
lonial Manor, 
Danville.  She 
retired from 
the Chrisman 
school district 
as a bus driv-

er.
A funeral service is 1 p.m. 

Monday, April 22, at Krabel 
Funeral Home. Burial follows 
in Woodland Cemetery. Visi-
tation is from 11 a.m. until the 
service time Monday at the fu-
neral home.    

ARRASMITH

Mrs. Arrasmith was born 
July 11, 1927, at Ridge Farm, 
the daughter of the late Daniel 
and Goldie Yoho Henderson. 
She married Walter “Bus” Ar-
rasmith, and he preceded her 
in death.

She is survived by two 
daughters, Marlena “Marty” 
(Don) Scrogham of Indiano-
la and Lorri Taylor of West-
ville; 11 grandchildren; 21 
great-grandchildren; 1 great-
great-grandchild; a son-in-law: 
Bob Campbell of Thawville; 
many nieces and nephews; and 
her dear friend and roommate 
at Colonial Manor, Genevieve 
Neil.  

She was preceded in death 

by a daughter, Penny Camp-
bell; a son, Daniel Arrasmith; 
four brothers; two sisters; and 
a grandson.

Mrs. Arrasmith was a life-
long resident of Chrisman and 
a member of the Chrisman 
Christian Church. She often 
said that after being a mom, be-
ing a school bus driver was the 
best job she ever had. She loved 
collecting magnets and asked 
all of her friends and relatives 
who traveled to bring a souve-
nir magnet back for her. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Colonial Manor 
Activity Department.  

Online condolences www.
krabelfunrealhome.com.

of Indianapolis, Ind., Rachel 
(Jeremy) Matthai of Augusta, 
Ga., Jordan (Lydia) Saylor of 
Chicago, Sky (Brenna) Say-
lor of Owensboro, Ky., Chase 
Saylor of Ferdinand, Ind., and 
Noah Saylor of Ferdinand, 
Ind.; three great-grandchil-
dren, and two great-grandchil-
dren expected.

Mr. Smith was a member of 
Horace Baptist Church.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Horace Baptist 
Church.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

BILL WILLISON
MARTINSVILLE – Ray-

mond William “Bill” Willison, 
73, of Martinsville, passed 

away Mon-
day, April 
15, 2019, at 
Roudebush 
VA Medical 
Center, Indi-
anapolis, Ind.

A graveside 
inurnment is 
5:30 p.m. Fri-
day, April 26, 
at Maple Hill 
Cemetery in 

Westfield, with Rex Shaw offi-
ciating.  The Casey Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and the Martins-
ville American Legion will pro-
vide graveside military honors. 
Greenwell Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Martinsville 
American Legion.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

WILLISON

KRIS VAUGHT
CHARLESTON – Lin-

da Kristine “Kris” Redman 
Vaught, 73, of Charleston, 

went home 
to be with 
the Lord on 
Sunday, April 
14, 2019, sur-
rounded by 
her family at 
home.

A celebra-
tion of life is from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. today, April 20, at the 
Charleston Moose Lodge. A 
private graveside service for the 
family is at a later date. Krabel 
Funeral Home of Oakland is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Mrs. Vaught was born May 
14, 1945, the daughter of the 
late Guy Benjamin and Lois 
Ann Trimble Redman. She 
married Carl William “Bill” 
Vaught Sept. 6, 1963, and they 
enjoyed 55 wonderful years to-
gether. 

She is survived by her 
husband; two children, Me-
gan (Rodney) Symonds of 
Charleston and Jeremy (Mary) 
Vaught of Mesa, Ariz.; and 
four grandchildren, Jilliann 
Symonds, Brynn Symonds, 
Michelle Valenzuela and Angel 
Valenzuela.

She was preceded in death 
by one sister. 

Mrs. Vaught was a member 
of Wesley United Methodist 
Church in Charleston. She en-
joyed gardening, flowers and 
baking, and she dearly loved 
her kids and grandkids. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Carle Hospice or 
Charleston Fire Department.

Online condolences at www.
krabelfuneralhome.com. 

VAUGHT



WASHINGTON — At least 
he recognized the urgency.

As the world gasped in horror 
at the sight of 
Paris’ Notre 
Dame Cathe-
dral burning in 
a cataclysmic 
moment, the 
president of the 
United States 
imparted these 
words of wis-
dom: “Perhaps 
flying water 
tankers could 

be used to put it out. Must act 
quickly!”

Well, Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
Could we possibly be more 
banal?

Ever too-soon to the tweet, 
Donald Trump didn’t think be-
fore typing — or worse, he did. 
Mightn’t a clever president — 
or one of his staffers — suffer 
through a brief Google search 
before launching? Or, better, 
skip the Quick-Fix-It blurb and 
say something normal? How 
about: America’s heart breaks 
for Notre Dame. Instead, the 
French civil defense agency 
tweeted back that water-bomb-
ing the 850-year-old cathedral 
could lead to the collapse of the 
entire structure.

Pope Francis, whose words 
the Catholic world especially 
wanted to hear, waited sever-
al hours before offering his 
considered remarks in a public 
letter to the archbishop of 
Paris. Appropriately, Francis 
expressed sadness and offered 
prayers. No mention of a squad-
ron of angels dragging tidal 
waves to Paris to extinguish the 
flames.

Meanwhile, the rest of the 
world watched in silence, 
muted by the horror of the un-
thinkable — the disintegration 
of one of the world’s greatest 
monuments. The fire consumed 

much of the roof ’s wooden lat-
ticework, which was called the 
forest because it took 52 acres 
of oak trees to build it. Begun in 
1163 during the reign of King 
Louis VII, the cathedral took 
nearly 200 years to construct. It 
only took 12 hours of blister-
ing flames to reduce its core to 
ashes.

The weight of the symbol-
ism — layers upon layers — is 
almost too much to bear. 
Millions of words by now have 
been spilled as writers and 
mourners seek the right ones 
to express the enormity of 
this loss, not just to Paris, the 
French and Catholics, but also 
to humankind. The destruction 
of so much history and beauty 
is overwhelmingly sad.

Of course, Parisians and 
the French feel the loss most 
acutely. Notre Dame has always 
been part of daily life and is, as 
so many have said, the heart of 
a city that has survived revo-
lution and wars. But, just as 
Notre Dame has been a place 
of transcendence for those who 
have entered there, its splen-
dor and meaning transcended 
boundaries of nationality and 
religion. When the 300-foot 
oak spire toppled, the audible 
gasps of nearby onlookers were 
echoed in offices and homes in 
London, Moscow and Oklaho-
ma City. Also, in Charleston, 
South Carolina.

The image of Notre Dame 
burning took my breath away. 
And, yes, I was speechless. A se-
ries of thoughts raced through 
my mind, some fairly apocalyp-
tic. It wasn’t just Notre Dame 
— “Our Lady” — that was 
being destroyed. To my mind, 
I was witnessing the immola-
tion of Western Civilization. 
The words that kept repeating 
themselves as I tried to make 
sense of what I was seeing were 
simpler: This is so wrong.

Notre Dame isn’t supposed 
to burn. It is immortal in the 
hearts and minds of men and 
women who have lived and died 
for generations in its shadow. 
Airplanes aren’t supposed to 
crash into buildings, either. One 
couldn’t help connecting the 
burning of Notre Dame to the 
destruction of the World Trade 
Center Towers. Even though 
very different, one a monument 
to money and the other to God, 
both instances felt wrong in the 
way of civilization unraveling.

There’s no evidence the fire 
was anything but accidental — 
just one of those things, despite 
fire monitors that checked 
the framework under the roof 
three times daily and an on-site 
firefighter. But monuments of 
this kind are few and we cling 
to them as a connection to 
historical continuity as we face 
contemporary calamities. Ah, 
yes, wars and revolutions come 
and go, but Notre Dame stands.

This, perhaps, is why we 
stand aghast. Fire, alternately 
nature’s most ruthless ele-
ment and also a most-efficient 
purgator, released its fury upon 
one of humanity’s greatest 
monuments to the holy trinity 
— God the father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
Jesus Christ, his only son; and 
the Holy Ghost, forever and 
ever. The layers upon layers of 
symbolism in the devastation 
of art, beauty, faith, history and 
our ultimate vulnerability are 
almost too much to bear.

Which reminds us that when 
the Twin Towers collapsed on 
Sept. 11, 2001, the man who 
would become president of 
the United States 15 years later 
boasted that his was now the 
tallest building in New York.

(Kathleen Parker is a political-
ly conservative-leaning columnist 
for The Washington Post. Email 
her at kparker@washpost.com.)

At the United States Department of 
Agriculture, we celebrate Earth Day 2019 by 
offering thank-yous to farmers and ranchers 

here in Illinois for all they do. 
Every day we see their 

efforts to conserve natural 
resources while producing 
food, fiber and fuel for people 
in their communities and 
around the world. They are 
doing what needs to be done 
to make sure we all enjoy the 
benefits of clean and plentiful 
water and healthy soils, eco-
systems and wildlife habitat. 

This year’s Earth Day 
theme, Protect Our Species, highlights the 
responsibility we all share in supporting wild-
life. Two-thirds of the land in the continental 
United States is privately owned, and the 
decisions that farmers and ranchers make for 
their land can impact wildlife. 

We at USDA believe people and wildlife 
can thrive together. USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency and Natural Resources Conservation 
Service assist agricultural producers with 
adopting conservation practices that benefit 
not only farms, ranches and forest lands but 
wildlife species.

Producers across the nation have played 
and continue to play important roles in 
helping wildlife species flourish, rebound or 
recover. Through better grazing practices, for 
example, ranchers in the West are part of the 
public-private effort to support the greater 
sage-grouse and Bi-state sage-grouse. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service determined in 2015 
that neither species needed protections under 
the Endangered Species Act because of the 
successful conservation efforts underway.

Similarly, in New England, forest landown-
ers managing for diverse forests have helped 
the New England cottontail rebound. In the 
Southeast, the Louisiana black bear, once in 
population peril, fully recovered because of 
farmers who returned marginal croplands to 
bottomland hardwood forests. In the Willa-
mette River Valley of Oregon, the Oregon 
chub benefitted from conservation easements 
that protected much-needed habitat. This 
fish became the first fish in the history of the 
Endangered Species Act to recover.

USDA offers a wide array of Farm Bill 
programs to help Illinois producers make 
wildlife-friendly improvements to croplands, 

SATURDAY,  
APRIL 20, 2019 6A

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher
Gary Henry, editor

The Paris fire 
has touched 
each of us The Gospel of John provides the story of Christ’s resurrection, appearance

It may not be an exaggeration to say 
millions of people around the world awoke 
this morning with the same thought: What 

survived the fire at Notre 
Dame? 

Many of us went to bed 
knowing the damage to the 
ancient cathedral was not as 
bad as feared as we watched 
the live coverage from Paris 
of the shocking conflagration. 

The dawn and each passing 
hour deliver encouraging 
news. An altar and pews sur-
vive, as do many works of art. 
Even the three large stained-

glass rose windows, maybe the most famous, 
if not the most visible, parts of the cathedral, 
survive. Damaged, but miraculously intact.

Some may ask why millions of Earth’s citi-
zens experienced a shared deep and emotion-
al interest in the burning of a Christian house 
of worship. Atheists. Jews. Muslims. Hindus. 
Buddhists. Animists. Conservatives. Liberals. 
Even those who seemingly go out of their way 
to use the slightest opportunity to mock or 
ridicule Christians and their faith.

So, why did all of these, and millions more, 
weep and stare in disbelief and whisper heal-
ing prayers or offer good thoughts for the best 
of possible outcomes?

Victor Hugo wrote that, “Architecture has 
recorded the great ideas of the human race. 
Not only every religious symbol, but every 
human thought has its page in that vast book.”

St. Augustine offered that, “Symbols are 
powerful because they are the visible signs of 
invisible realities.” 

And Confucius taught that, “Signs and 
symbols rule the world, not words or laws.”

Symbols speak to us from our unconscious 
mind and from the beginning of human time 
on Earth. Prehistoric humans carved and 
painted their symbols on rocks and the walls 
of caves. Stone structures stand as ancient 
symbols of beliefs long forgotten. Modern 
women and men illustrate their bodies with 
symbols that hold special meaning to them-
selves, which they communicate to others 
who share their personal interests. Symbols 
fill our lives, our histories, our art and our 
beliefs. Symbols define us. And we do not 
realize their importance until something like 
the fire at Notre Dame reminds us of their 
importance and our loss when they are lost.

Early on the first day of the week, 
while it was still dark, Mary Magda-
lene went to the tomb and saw that 
the stone had been removed from 
the entrance. So she came running to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one Jesus loved, and said, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we don’t know where they have 
put him!”

So Peter and the other disciple 
started for the tomb. Both were 
running, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. He bent over and looked in at 
the strips of linen lying there but did 
not go in. Then Simon Peter came 
along behind him and went straight 
into the tomb. He saw the strips of 
linen lying there, as well as the cloth 
that had been wrapped around Jesus’ 
head. The cloth was still lying in its 
place, separate from the linen. Finally 

the other disciple, who had reached 
the tomb first, also went inside. He 
saw and believed. (They still did not 
understand from Scripture that Jesus 
had to rise from the dead.) Then the 
disciples went back to where they 
were staying.

Now Mary stood outside the tomb 
crying. As she wept, she bent over 
to look into the tomb and saw two 
angels in white, seated where Jesus’ 
body had been, one at the head and 
the other at the foot. They asked her, 
“Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” 
she said, “and I don’t know where 
they have put him.” At this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus stand-

ing there, but she did not realize that 
it was Jesus.

He asked her, “Woman, why are 
you crying? Who is it you are look-
ing for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she 
said, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have put 
him, and I will get him.”

Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and cried 

out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means “Teacher”).

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, 
for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. Go instead to my brothers 
and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’”

Mary Magdalene went to the 
disciples with the news: “I have seen 
the Lord!” And she told them that he 
had said these things to her.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Sunday is now upon us

Getting 
tough on 
sexual      
harassment

Trump’s fire tweet takes banal to extreme
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Sen. Melinda Bush, 
D-Grayslake, spent more 
than a year holding hear-

ings and 
overseeing 
negoti-
ations 
which 
eventually 
produced 
SB 1829, 
a massive 
omnibus 
bill on 
sexual ha-
rassment.

The proposal would 
do everything from 
limiting non-disclosure 
agreements that could 
prohibit disclosure of 
sexual harassment, to 
preventing unions from 
representing both an 
accuser and an alleged 
harasser in disciplinary 
proceedings, to protecting 
contract employees from 
sexual harassment for the 
first time in state history, 
to forcing employers to 
allow victims of sexual 
harassment to take leaves 
of absence from work to 
seek medical help, legal 
assistance, counseling, 
safety planning and other 
assistance.

Despite all this, the 
historically conservative 
Illinois Chamber Em-
ployment Law Council 
supported the bill and 
it passed the Senate last 
week without opposition. 
A Chamber representa-
tive even attended a press 
conference with Bush to 
tout the bill’s success.

Almost immediately, 
however, House Majority 
Leader Greg Harris, Assis-
tant Majority Leader Na-
talie Manley and Majority 
Conference Chair Kath-
leen Willis released a joint 
statement that basically 
said Bush’s measure would 
be placed under review in 
the chamber and stuck in a 
special study policy panel 
that’s charged with coming 
up with the House’s own 
omnibus bill.

The statement didn’t 
contain so much as a 
thank you to the sponsor 
or a hint of praise for 
the massive bill. Indeed, 
the language used in the 
release made it seem as 
though the legislation was 
inadequate to the task at 
hand and was no big deal.

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL  
FAX

See MILLER, Page 7A
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“Everything I did with 
EDP Renewables 
was great. I had no 
problems. 

They did what they 
said they were 
going to do. 

I’m glad we did it, 
I really am. It’s a 
good deal.

- Connie and Rick, 
landowners at an 
EDP Renewables’ Wind Farm 

“

POWELL
FROM PAGE 6A

This fire, though, goes 
beyond the obvious symbols 
of art and architecture, engi-
neering, history and religion. 
It may be no coincidence this 
fire broke out at the begin-
ning of the holiest week for 
Christians. Palm Sunday and 
the days that follow allow 
Christians to participate in 
the days leading up to the 
Friday crucifixion of Jesus 
and his resurrection three 
days later. The birth of Christ, 
important though it be, is 
not at the core of Christian 

belief, which would not 
exist without the death and 
resurrection.

And so, this awful fire, this 
terrible event that threat-
ened to destroy a symbol 
that spoke to many people 
in many ways, has become a 
new symbol. For non-Chris-
tians, it has become a symbol 
of hope in the midst of de-
spair, of rising from the ashes, 
an example of overcoming 
life’s difficulties and disasters. 

For Christians, it has 
become a symbol of Easter, 
hope in the midst of despair, 
an example of overcoming 
life’s difficulties and disasters 

through the knowledge that 
God is with us, but more 
important, a symbol of the 
foundation of the faith: 
Death and Resurrection. 

This Easter, when Chris-
tians say, “Christ is Risen” 
to each other, they will have 
the visual symbol of the 
standing structure dedicated 
to the Mother of God when 
they respond, “Indeed, He is 
Risen.”

(John David Powell is an 
award-winning journalist from 
Texas. His email address is 
johndavidpowell@yahoo.com. 
This article originally appeared 
on American Thinker.)

GRAFF
FROM PAGE 6A

grazing lands and working for-
ests, as well as benefit agricultur-
al operations. Programs include 
the Conservation Reserve 
Program, the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program and 
the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program. USDA also 
offers free conservation advice 
as well and financial assistance 
to help implement conservation 
practices.

Illinois’ efforts encourage 
restoration practices and 

management techniques that 
provide habitat for wildlife 
species like the American 
Golden Plover. The plover is 
a shorebird species that needs 
shallow water to thrive and 
farmers can manage tile water 
in ways that create critical 
habitat conditions. Other 
efforts support Blanding tur-
tles, Monarch butterflies and 
even endangered species like 
migrating Whooping Cranes.

We encourage those who 
farm or ranch to reach out 
to the local FSA and NRCS 
representatives at the nearest 

USDA service center to see 
if there is a program right for 
individual operations. The 
location of USDA service 
centers may be found at farm-
ers.gov/service-locator. 

For those not engaged as 
a farmer or rancher, on this 
Earth Day please thank one 
for the work he or she does 
to put food on our tables 
and to conserve our natural 
resources and support our 
nation’s wildlife.

(William Graff is State Ex-
ecutive Director of the Illinois 
Farm Service Agency.)  

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

Bush served on the 
Democratic Party of Illinois’ 
Anti-Harassment, Equality 
and Access Panel (and inter-
vened to have Cook County 
Clerk Karen Yarbrough 
kicked off the panel because 
she was too closely aligned 
with House Speaker Michael 
Madigan, who is also the state 
party chairman). She also co-
chaired the Senate’s bipartisan 
Task Force on Sexual Dis-
crimination and Harassment 
Awareness and Prevention. 
This is a life mission for her.

Bush has personally poured 
hundreds of hours into her 
bill, so to watch the House 
Democrats blithely shrug 
while tossing it on a pile with 
a bunch of other, lesser bills 
was simply too much to take. 
She was also furious that Rep. 
Willis had snatched up spon-
sorship of her proposal in the 
House without her consent 
and then refused to relinquish 
control.

Some House members 
have also complained about 

their bills being dumped into 
the informal sexual harass-
ment and ethics study panel 
and have also been rebuffed 
by Harris, Manley and Willis 
every time they’ve asked to 
move their bills separately 
from the rest. But the senior 
Democrats are determined 
to put their own bill together 
and that’s that.

The legislative process is 
often compared to sau-
sage-making for good reason. 
But Speaker Madigan and the 
House Democrats have had 
some, um, issues with this 
particular topic for the past 
couple of years, leaving some 
folks suspicious about his 
actual intent.

Madigan’s own chief of 
staff had to resign after he was 
accused of sexual harassment. 
Madigan’s political operation 
is being sued for retaliation 
after a former worker com-
plained of sexual harassment 
by the brother of Madigan’s 
alderman. A former staffer 
lost his lobbying job after al-
legations of misconduct while 
on staff. Another former staff-
er was accused of misconduct 

while running some Madigan 
campaigns.

“We haven’t done enough. 
I take responsibility for that,” 
Madigan wrote to his mem-
bers in February of last year 
after one incident. “I didn’t do 
enough,” Madigan then wrote 
in September of last year. “I 
have made it a personal mis-
sion to take this issue head-on 
and correct past mistakes,” he 
added in his Chicago Tribune 
op-ed. 
    So, maybe the House will 
craft a tough new law. Maybe 
they just figured that since 
the Chamber enthusiastically 
supported it, Bush’s bill wasn’t 
strict enough. I guess we’ll 
find out by May 31, which 
is the scheduled end of the 
spring legislative session.

But that final product had 
better be pretty strong and 
comprehensive or there will 
be heck to pay. Bush will 
make sure of that.  

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

SHILOH STUDENTS ATTEND COUNCIL

Special to The Prairie Press

Shiloh students recently attended the second part of Senator Chapin Rose’s Youth Advisory Coun-
cil. The students are pictured with Rose in the senate chamber at the state capitol. Left to right, 
Rose, Phoebe Allen, Emily Hall and Lucas Bosch.   

What did I miss?

BY ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s report focuses 
on the seminal questions 
of whether President 
Donald Trump’s cam-
paign colluded with the 
Russians and whether the 
president sought to ille-
gally obstruct the investi-
gation.

But tucked into the 
448-page document 
are vivid anecdotes and 
meaningful revelations 
about a colorful cast of 
characters entangled in 
Mueller’s investigation.

Here are some:

THE EMAIL HUNT
Even as Russians 

hacked Democratic email 
accounts, a haphazard 
group of Americans 
launched a parallel effort 
of their own: to find tens 
of thousands of emails 
deleted from Hillary 
Clinton’s personal email 
server.

It had become an ob-
ject of fascination for 
Trump, who asked mul-
tiple people around the 
campaign to find the 
missing emails.

Among them was 
Trump’s future national 
security adviser Michael 
Flynn, who enlisted the 
help of a former Senate 
staffer named Barbara Le-
deen and Peter Smith, an 
investment adviser who’d 
been active in Republican 
politics.

The report documents 
multiple steps the two 
took to find the emails. 
Smith, for instance, re-
cruited security experts 
and business associates 
and claimed to those he 
was seeking funding from 
that he was in contact 
with Russia-linked hack-
ers.

A few tidbits that 
are tucked away
in Mueller’s report

It’s not clear the bluster 
amounted to anything as 
Mueller found no evidence 
that any of the Americans 
were actually in touch with 
any Russian hackers or had 
any connection to them.

SESSIONS INVESTIGATED
Mueller confirmed that his 

office investigated whether 
Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions committed perjury at 
his January 2017 confirma-
tion hearing by saying that 
he, “did not have communi-
cations with the Russians,” 
during the campaign.

The statement was false 
because Sessions did in fact 
have two separate encoun-
ters with the then-Russian 
ambassador to the United 
States — once during the 
week of the Republican Na-
tional Convention in July 
2016 and again in his Senate 
office two months later.

Sessions would later ex-
plain that he understood 
the question to be narrowly 
focused on whether he had 
exchanged campaign infor-
mation with Russians as op-
posed to having more rou-
tine interactions with them.

Mueller’s report said pros-
ecutors accepted that asser-
tion as plausible and closed 
the case without prosecu-
tion.

“WE’LL BE TAKEN CARE OF”
Former Trump campaign 

chairman Paul Manafort and 
his business partner Rick 
Gates were among the first 
of the president’s aides to be 
charged by Mueller, accused 
of a broad array of financial 
crimes.

For months, they stood 
united as co-defendants but 
that relationship was sev-
ered in February 2018 when 
Gates agreed to plead guilty 
and cooperate with the in-
vestigation.

The report reveals a curi-
ous encounter one month 
earlier when Manafort 
sought to dissuade Gates 
from cutting a deal. He told 
Gates he had spoken with 
the president’s own lawyers 

and that, “we’ll be taken care 
of,” according to the report.

Gates went ahead and 
pleaded guilty, testifying 
against Manafort in his tri-
al. Manafort followed suit 
months later by pleading 
guilty and was recently sen-
tenced to more than seven 
years in prison.

COUNTLESS FBI AGENTS
The day after Trump fired 

FBI Director James Comey, 
White House press secretary 
Sarah Sanders made a claim 
that even at the time rang 
false.

Turns out, it was.
Sanders, pressed on the 

president’s decision to fire 
Comey, said the White 
House had heard from 
countless members of the 
FBI complaining about 
Comey’s leadership and con-
tradicting the conventional 
narrative the rank-and-file 
was devastated by his ter-
mination. The next day, she 
again stood by her claim that 
she personally had been in 
touch between emails and 
text messages with a large 
number of FBI personnel 
who said they were very hap-
py with the president’s deci-
sion.

The assertion during a 
White House press briefing 
was so baffling that an exas-
perated reporter at one point 
proclaimed, “I mean, really?”

But when questioned by 
Mueller’s team, Sanders 
changed her tune, saying her 
reference to countless mem-
bers of the FBI was a slip of 
the tongue. 

She acknowledged she 
had no basis for a separate 
statement that rank-and-file 
agents had lost confidence in 
Comey.

Sanders claimed in a se-
ries of television interviews 
on Friday the countless 
comment was a slip of the 
tongue and not a scripted 
talking point, but that she 
stood behind her general 
sentiment.

“I’m sorry I wasn’t a ro-
bot,” she said in one of the 
interviews.
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SHILOH
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with a plan to put the building 
on property HRC owns adja-
cent to the hospital.

“We wanted the clinicians 
close to the hospital and a cri-
sis center to serve the hospital,” 
said Ken Polky, HRC Execu-
tive Director.

According to Polky, the only 
difference between the Life 
Center Horizon Health plans 
to build and HRC’s original 
idea is a matter of ownership. 
He said five years ago HRC 
planned to construct the build-
ing and rent space to Senior 
Care. The current approach 
means Horizon Health owns 
the building and rents space to 
HRC.

Who owns the building is 
of less importance to Polky 
than what the joint effort can 
accomplish.

“The end result is more 

comprehensive health care for 
the people both entities serve,” 
said Polky.

He added Horizon Health 
has always supported the idea 
of having a staffed crisis cen-
ter nearby when somebody 
arrives at the ER experiencing 
a mental health issue but does 
not have anything medical-
ly wrong that physicians can 
treat. 

Polky said it is critical that 
what he describes as a soft 
handoff is available between 
the ER and the HRC staff. It 
means the person coping with 
a mental health crisis has a safe 
and calm place while counsel-
ors work toward a satisfactory 
next step in treatment – wheth-
er that is in-patient at another 
facility or doing outpatient 
counseling locally.

“The crisis component is a 
critical part of the Life Center,” 
said Polky. “It is a more satisfac-
tory treatment option than jail 

LIFE
FROM PAGE 1A

WAL-MART
FROM PAGE 1A

Paris Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director 
Linda Lane was an enthusi-
astic supporter of the online 
shopping and pickup option 
now available at the local Su-
percenter. 

“It is a big plus for the com-
munity, especially with busy 
moms,” said Lane. “I know it’s 
going to be a big hit.”

The pickup area is located 
in the west parking area be-
tween the store and the Low-

er Terre Haute Road.
York also expressed his 

appreciation to customers 
for their patience during the 
remodel. The store did not 
close so shoppers were con-
fronted with roped off areas 
and merchandise getting 
moved to other temporary 
locations. 

Other changes resulting 
from the redo include:
Improvements to the 

electronic department with 
interactive displays permit-
ting customers to test a device 
before making a purchase;  

canceled due to unexplained 
rising costs and unsatisfac-
tory service of the contract, 

including the use of unac-
ceptable clothing.  

The council approved a 
three-year contract with 
Cintas to supply work uni-
forms.

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

school gymnasium are mov-
ing forward, Hall said. Board 
member Brian Rhode said he 
has talked to Todd Terry who 
is working on specifications 
for the project. Rhode re-
ported instead of two 25-ton 
units, it is likely the project 
will have four-12.5 ton units. 
Duct work will also have to 
be utilized.

In other business, the 
board:
Approved the Student 

Council overnight trip to the 
IASC convention May 1-4 in 
Chicago.
Approved the high school 

band and chorus out of state 

trip to Holiday World in Santa 
Claus, Ind., on May 29.
Approved the inclusion 

of two school improvement 
days in the 2019-2020 calen-
dar.
Accepted the resignations 

of Charles Cox as junior high 
social studies teacher, Tonya 
Eich as vocational agriculture 
teacher and FFA director and 
Dave Smith as high school 
head basketball coach.
Employed Emily Bar-

row, Isabella Carroll, Brianna 
Bange and Emily Hall as sum-
mer student workers.
Employed Kellie Jo 

Walsch, Shani Potts and 
Brandon Richards as adult 
summer workers.
Employed Daphne Aus-

tin as agriculture teacher.
Employed Jennifer 

Burch as director of disci-
pline for the school.
Heard the school prom 

is Saturday, April 27, at The 
Walkway in Mattoon. The 
theme is “Enchanted Gar-
den.” The post prom will be 
hosted by the junior class at 
the Mattoon YMCA.
Heard Harley Barry and 

Logan Richardson will repre-
sent Shiloh at the final LOVC 
Senior Appreciation Lun-
cheon next week.
Heard the Senior Awards 

Banquet is Tuesday, May 7, at 
St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Parish Life Center. Dinner 
begins at 6:30 p.m. followed 
by the awards ceremony.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Emer-
gency Telephone System 
Board (ETSB) agreed to a 5 
percent increase to help the 
county offset emergency dis-
patching costs.

ETSB is responsible for 
managing the local 911 emer-
gency call system and from 
the beginning has had a coop-
erative arrangement with the 
Edgar County Sheriff ’s De-
partment where dispatchers 
hired by the sheriff for com-
municating with road dep-
uties also take the 911 calls 
and dispatch all emergency 
services in the county. A few 
years ago, ETSB agreed to re-
imburse county dispatch ex-
penses by 40 percent to cover 
time sheriff ’s department em-
ployees are doing work related 
to 911 emergencies.

Karl Farnham Jr., the Edgar 

County Board’s representative 
to ETSB said the county re-
cently endured a large increase 
in dispatcher pay after settling a 
contract. The dispatchers had 
worked a year without a con-
tract and when the new agree-
ment was signed a 3.5 percent 
pay increase became retroac-
tive for the time dispatchers 
worked without a contract. 
The pay increase also means a 
larger quarterly payment from 
ETSB for the 40 percent reim-
bursement. 

“I don’t have a problem pay-
ing 40 percent, or a little higher. 
I’d be willing to do 45 percent,” 
said Eric Shaughnessy, who’s 
Edgar County Special Service 
Area Ambulance is dispatched 
by the jail.

A 40 percent reimburse-
ment, after the increase is fac-
tored in, is $120,256. Shaugh-
nessy suggested ETSB pay 
$135,288.

Responding to a question 
about what action the county 
took regarding finding addi-
tional money for the pay in-
crease, Farnham said the levy 
amount was increased and the 
county is taxing near to the 
maximum allowable rate.

“At least they are trying to 
levy to cover their costs, and 
we as taxpayers should cov-
er that,” said ETSB president 
Troy Eads. 

The ETSB approved paying 
the higher rate for dispatching 
although board member Mer-
le Clark sounded a cautionary 
note.

“The county can levy when 
costs go up. We cannot,” said 
Clark.

A phone tax funds 911 emer-
gency service. At one time, the 
tax assessed on telephone ser-
vice providers was paid locally, 
but the state now collects the 
money and distributes it.

“We can get kind of tight if 
we are not careful,” said Clark, 
adding there is uncertainty 
about what the state is doing 
with the money since Edgar 
County has not received every-
thing due. “If we pay $20,000 
more this year and again next 
year, it’s not too long until we 
are paying another $100,000, 
but we don’t have any more 
money coming in.”

Clark emphasized he is not 
opposed to reimbursing some 
of the dispatching costs be-
cause the work provided by 
the dispatchers benefits the 
911 system, but he wants to 
be careful not to overspend. 
The others acknowledged his 
point.     

“The costs are what they 
are,” said Eads. “The concern 
is how long can we sustain this 
if costs increase but the state is 
not putting more money into 
local 911.”

The ETSB knows some ma-
jor expenses are coming in the 
near future as the state prepares 
to switch to Next Gen dis-
patching for emergency calls. 
Next Gen uses Geographical 
Information System (GIS) 
technology, which is a digital 
record of immense amounts of 
geographical data regarding in-
frastructure and all parts of the 
human built environment. The 
goal is to provide precise coor-
dinates so responders can get 
to an emergency in the most 
efficient manner possible. 

Nanette Crippes, 911 coor-
dinator, said Bruce Harris and 
Associates has proposed doing 
the initial GIS work required 
for $29,658. ETSB members 
wanted to know what the mon-
ey is buying since the county 
already has a GIS system in 
place at the supervisor of as-
sessments office.

“As I understand it, this is 

everything above and beyond 
what the county does,” said 
Crippes.

She was instructed to ar-
range for a company represen-
tative to make a presentation 
about the first phase work so 
ETSB members are certain it 
is not duplicating information 
already in the county’s posses-
sion. 

Crippes said the total GIS 
work for Edgar County Next 
Gen is estimated to cost be-
tween $75,000 and $90,000 
and possibly more. That ex-
pense does not include the 
purchase of new telecommu-
nications and radio equipment 
compatible with the GIS sys-
tem to augment dispatching. It 
is estimated the new hardware 
and software mandated by the 
state could reach an outlay of 
$300,000.

ETSB has reserve funds to 
pay for the Next Gen project.

ETSB increases share of county dispatch service

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Members of the Paris Chamber of Commerce joined with Wal-Mart employees Friday morning for a 
ribbon cutting to celebrate the grand re-opening following an extensive remodeling of the store.

An updated pharmacy 
with private consultation 
rooms;
Improved lighting and 

enlarged fitting rooms in the 
apparel section; and 
A modern lounge next to 

the customer service area for 
obtaining items ordered on-
line with free delivery to the 
store.

York also had high praise 
for the store’s employees. 

“You went above and be-
yond during the project to 
support the store and take 
care of customers,” said York. 

or the ER.”
Both health care provid-

ers regard the need as so 
important discussion about 
staffing the crisis center will 
begin before the new build-
ing is finished. The goal, 
Polky said, is to have the 
center staffed and ready to 
operate the day the building 
opens. 

The new Life Center 
means HRC will eventually 
vacate the facility at 118 E. 
Court in the former Hotel 
France. Part of the staff will 
be located at the Horizon 
Health Life Center, and 
others are already working 
out of the remodeled For-
sythe Center HRC moved 
into last year at Marshall. 

Polky said it is too early 
in the process to know the 
eventual use of the old hotel 
although a couple of devel-
opers have already looked at 
the property.

“They (Cintas) uses 
Carhart brand jeans and 
better quality shirts that 
breathe so they are not so 
uncomfortable,” said city 
clerk Deena Burns.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris Union School 
District 95 school board seat-
ed its new members Monday, 
April 15. All four incumbents 
— Amy Isaf, Cindy Mathis, 
Kevin Knoefel and Steve Eitel 
were re-elected.

Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson ad-

All Paris 95 board 
members re-elected

ministered the oath of office 
to the returning board mem-
bers.

The board also elected 
new officers. Knoepfel was 
returned as board president 
without opposition while 
Mathis was also re-elected 
as board secretary and Isaf 
as board treasurer. Both the 
secretary and treasurer serve 
without compensation.

As is required by the inter-
governmental agreement es-
tablishing Paris Cooperative 
High School, the president of 
the Paris 95 board automat-
ically serves as a PHS board 
member. Mathis and Eitel 
were completing their two-
year terms on the board. Eitel 
has served as the PHS board 
president for the past two 
years.

The Paris 95 board elected 
John Sanchez and Amy Isaf 
to serve on the high school 
board.

The remainder of the high 
school board is filled by the 
Crestwood school board pres-
ident and two board members. 
Currently serving are board 
president Jim Blue, Mary Liz 
Wright and Paul Porter, who 
did not seek re-election to the 
Crestwood board. Crestwood 
reorganizes at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 24, at the school. 

The story about the 
opening of bids for the 
Edgar County Special 
Service Area Ambulance 
contained an error. One 
of those speaking against 
awarding the contract 
to Horizon Health was 
incorrectly identified as 
Dale Muchow, who was 
not present at the meeting. 
It was Dean Muchow who 
stated opposition to the 
Horizon Health bid. 

Correction
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Titans 
pick up 
first win
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

KANSAS — The 
Tri-County Titans base-
ball team was finally able to 
break into the win column 
Wednesday evening with a 
doubleheader sweep over 
visiting Martinsville. 

Game one saw a domi-
nate pitching performance 
by freshman Jack Arm-
strong and the bats of the 
Titans come to life taking 
the game via run rule in six 
innings 16-0. 

The Titans were able 
to jump out to a 3-0 lead 
in the third inning as 
Tri-County managed some 
strong offensive perfor-
mances across the lineup, 
including Caleb Ard and 
Brandon Royer. 

The Titan bats explod-
ed in the top of the sixth 
as they scored 13 runs as 
Mitch Pollock started the 
frame with a single, then 
Greg Reese hit a single to 
center field scoring Pollock 
all the way from first to 
make the score 4-0.  After 
a single by Lucas Bosch, 
Blake Lee then reached 
on an error by Connelly to 
load the bases.

Two batters later, Royer, 
running for Reese, scored 
on an error before Knofsky 
singled to score Bosch and 
TCT was up 6-0.  Knofsky 
then advanced to second 
on defensive interference, 
then Logan hit a single to 
score Jakob Jones to put 
the Titans up 7-0.

Knofsky scored on an-
other Martinsville error 
which advanced Logan 
to second.  Armstrong 
stepped up and singled to 
score Logan and TCT ex-
tended its lead to 9-0. Ard 
and Pollock both singled 
two batters later, then Re-
ese singled to score Ard to 
make the score 10-0.  Pol-
lock then scored on an 
error by Marcus Snearley 
putting the Titans up 11-0. 

Lee stepped back up hit-
ting a double to center to 
score Reese to make the 
score 12-0, then Trenton 
Pinnell hit a single scor-
ing both Bosch and Lee 
putting TCT up 14-0. The 
Titans drove in two more 
runs before the game end-
ed.

The Titans racked up 17 
hits, as Knofsky was 3 for 
4 with three runs scored 
and a RBI while Logan 
went 2 for 3 with a double, 
two runs scored, and two 
RBI.  Pinnell was 2 for 4 
with a run scored and two 
RBI and Blake Lee was 1 
for 4 with a double, a run 
scored, and an RBI.  Ard 
was 2 for 5 with a run 
scored, and an RBI and 
Bosch was 1 for 4 with two 
runs scored.

Pollock finished up 2 for 
4 with a stolen base and 
two runs scored while Re-
ese was 2 for 4 with a run 
scored and two RBI. Royer 
added a stolen base and 
two runs scored and Jones 
had a run scored.  Arm-
strong went the distance 
giving up four hits while 
striking out nine.  Arm-
strong was 2 for 5 with two 
RBI at the plate.

Game two saw the Ti-
tans come back from a 
6-5 deficit with five un-
answered runs to take an 
11-6 win to sweep the twin 

See TITANS, Page 11A
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Baseball seeks consistency
Tiger team takes down LIC foe Marshall 8-5 for 24th straight time; Defeats Oblong 21-4

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

MARSHALL — The Paris 
Tiger baseball team contin-
ued its dominance over the 
Marshall Lions Wednesday, 
April 17, with a come-from-
behind win 8-5.

With the win, the Tigers 
move to 10-11 on the season 
and 2-2 in the Little Illini 
Conference. Marshall falls 
to 4-8 on the year and 0-5 in 
the LIC. This marks the 24th 
consecutive time that the Ti-
gers have defeated the Lions 
on the diamond. 

Errors and missed plays led 
to the Lions gaining an early 
3-0 lead in the second inning. 
Marshall scored all three of 

their runs with just one bat-
ted ball leaving the infield. 
Paris tied things up in the top 
of the fourth as Caleb Gates 
led off with a double off the 
left field fence, then advanced 
to third on a single by Brock 
Minor. Gates scored on a wild 
pitch and Minor advanced 
to second. Blayne Roberts 
singled to left to put runners 
at the corners with nobody 
out. Minor was thrown out at 
home on a fielder’s choice off 
the bat of JT Johnson. With 
two outs, freshman catcher 
Bryan Kohlmeyer laced a sin-
gle down the left field line to 
bring Roberts home. 

Karson Martin followed 
that up with a single down the 

right field line to bring John-
son home with the tying run.

Marshall scored a pair of 
unearned runs in the bot-
tom half of the fourth inning 
to take a 5-3 lead. Paris an-
swered quickly this time as 
Jude Sullivan led off with a 
single to center.  Gates walked 
to put runners at first and sec-
ond with one away. Roberts 
reached on an infield hit to 
load the bases. Johnson hit a 
hard ground ball to third that 
the third baseman could not 
handle, allowing Sullivan to 
score to make it 5-4. Garrett 
King then stepped up with 
a huge single to left field to 
bring home the go-ahead 
runs and give the Tigers a 6-5 

lead.
The Tigers added a couple 

of insurance runs in the sixth 
inning as Hutchings led off 
with an infield single. He stole 
second on the next pitch, and 
advanced to third on a wild 
pitch. Gates would bring him 
home with a single to left. Mi-
nor then singled to center to 
bring Gates home with the 
eighth and final run of the 
contest. 

Hutchings and Gates led 
the way offensively for the Ti-
gers as each had a double and 
a single. Gates also drove in 
one run. Minor, Roberts, and 
Martin had two hits apiece 
with Martin and Minor driv-
ing in one. King, Kohlmeyer, 

and Sullivan each added sin-
gles with the former two driv-
ing in one.

Minor earned the win for 
the Tigers as he went five 
strong innings. He allowed 
five runs(just one earned) 
on five hits. He walked two 
and struck out seven. Gates 
came on to close things out 
and earn the save as he struck 
out one in his only inning of 
work. 

Coach Creighton Tarr was 
ecstatic with his junior pitch-
ers’ performance. 

“I can’t say enough about 
Brock Minor’s start on the 
mound. He has been wanting 
the ball specifically for this 

See TIGERS, Page 11A

Weather 
slowing 
tennis

LADY TIGERS SOFTBALL KEEPS ON ROLLING 

Special to The Prairie Press

Kelsie Dosch sends a hard line drive down the left field line while Kit Strow gets ready to make her way to home plate during 
Tuesday’s conference game against Marshall. 

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tigers inched clos-
er to the school record for wins on 
Wednesday evening, April 17, as they 
came from behind twice to beat the 
West Vigo Lady Vikings 7-5.

With the victory, the Lady Tigers re-
cord now sits at an astonishing 19-1 on 
the year. They are just two wins away 
from the all-time school record of 21 
wins set in 2007. 

The Lady Tigers currently have 
more victories than any other 3A 
school in the state, and are tied with 
two other class 2A schools for the most 
wins in the entire state of Illinois. One 
of those other teams just so happens to 
be Tuscola, who is responsible for the 
ony Lady Tiger  loss.

Another busy and important week 
awaits the Lady Tigers as they host 
the Casey-Westfield Lady Warriors on 
Monday, April 22, in a matchup of two 
of the top teams in the LIC. On Tues-
day, April 23, they will travel to Rock-
ville, Ind., to face Parke-Heritage in a 
game scheduled to start at 4 pm. On 
Thursday, April 25, Paris will host Red 
Hill in another LIC matchup.

Trailing 1-0 in the bottom of the 
first, Carlei Sapp drew a one-out walk. 
She advanced to second on a wild 
pitch, then scored on an RBI single by 
Sydney Fox to tie the game.

Paris would grab their first lead in 
the next inning as Katrina Strow and 
Kendall Mathews singled, then ad-
vanced to second and third on a sac-
rifice bunt by Kelsie Dosch. Brooklyn 

Westerfield squeezed Strow home 
with the go-ahead run to make it 2-1.

West Vigo tied it at 2-2 on a home 
run by Barnaby. They would score two 
more runs in the fourth inning to lead 
it 4-2 in the fourth.

Strow and Kendall Mathews once 
again started the Lady Tiger rally with 
consecutive singles in the bottom of 
the fourth. Following a fielder’s choice, 
Westerfield once again plated Strow 
with a perfect bunt. Kaitlyn Mathews 

launched the second pitch of her at-bat 
over the centerfield fence for a three-
run home run to give the Tigers the 
lead for good at 6-4.

Kaitlyn Mathews led the offensive 
attack with her 3-run home run and a 
single. Sapp had a double and a single, 
Strow and Kendall Mathews had a pair 
of singles each, and Fox, Westerfield, 
and Aubrey Sanders each had a hit. 

Karley Moore picked up her seventh 

Big wins move PHS to 19-1

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Jeremy Clodfelder, in his second season as the head coach of Paris Tiger Softball, 
discusses strategy with sophomore Whitney Todd during a break in the action 
between the Lady Tigers and the West Vigo Lady Vikings.  Paris defeated the Indiana 
visitors 7-5 to move to 19-1 on the season.

Paris softball team eyeing 
besting school record of 21 
wins set in 2007 season

See PARIS, Page 10A

BY DAN DUNDAS 
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris boys tennis 
team has gotten off to a 
strong start in their 2019 
campaign but has still been 
forced to tackle adversi-
ty in tough weather and 
strong opponents. 

The team ventured into 
one of the windiest days 
of the year against Cham-
paign University High 
Thursday afternoon, April 
11, falling 8-1. 

“This was the strongest 
winds we’ve played in in 
quite a while, but I thought 
all our guys did a really 
good job,” Paris Coach 
Stefan Aydt said. “I think 
it helped that we’re more 
used to dealing with the 
wind from playing out in 
the country than Uni was, 
but their guys did a good 
job of adjusting for the 
most part.”

In singles, sophomore 
Max Moody picked up 
the only win of the day in 
the  number six singles. He 
had a great first set, taking 
advantage of the wind to 
come to the net, winning 
6-1. After falling behind 
4-1 in the second set, he 
won five games straight to 
take a 6-1, 6-4 win. 

At number four, Sean 
Blair fell behind 3-0 very 
quickly, but came back to 
make it close before fall-
ing 6-4. He carried that 
momentum into the sec-
ond set, which he won 
6-3, taking advantage of 
his opponent’s errors and 
some good play at the net. 
The third set was back and 
forth, but Uni pulled out a 
7-5 win. 

Caleb Lawson also 
played a three-setter at 
number two singles win-
ning six games straight to 
take the first set 6-4 after 
falling behind 0-4. There 
were still several close 
games but they all went 
Uni’s way as they took a 
4-6, 6-2, 6-2 win. Ethan 
Graham, Tanner Clark, 
and Chase Hays all played 
well, but lost in straight 
sets at numbers one, three 
and five, respectively.

Uni also dominated 
doubles as they did a great 
job of moving at the net, 
over the duos of Graham 
and Blair in a 6-2 sweep, 

See TENNIS, Page 10A
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Attention JR Golfers!!
Starting Tuesday, April 16th!

This golf season, golf pro Eric Cass will be offering a 4 month Jr. 
League. This league will include instructional lessons for the month 

of April and May, 4 week league in the month of June, and 3-4 
tournaments in the month of July. All lessons, leagues, and 

tournaments will be held on Tuesdays of each week. The league 
is available for children ages 7 - senior in high school.

The cost of the Jr. League will be $150. However, if you purchase a 
Jr. membership or a family membership the Jr. League membership 

will be reduced to $100.

This is a great opportunity for you child to improve their golf game 
and expose them to league and tournament play.

If you have any questions or would 
like to register your child, contact 
Eric Cass at 812-249-0190.

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Breaded or Grilled 
ChickenSandwich $3.75

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Corn Dog, Fries & Drink
  $5.25 Banana Splits 

are Back!

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Tutti-Frutti

We will be closed Sunday, 
April 21st and Monday, 
April 22nd for Easter

Specials start Sunday

win of the season, going the 
distance once again. She al-
lowed five runs(four earned) 
on six hits; she walked six and 
struck out five on the day.

PARIS 3, ALAH 1
Paris Tuesday evening 

the Lady Tigers took on 
A r t h u r - L o v i n g t o n - A t -
wood-Hammond in a pitching 
duel. While the senior hurler 
for ALAH was mowing down 
the Lady Tigers, Paris fresh-
man Karley Moore was baf-
fling the visiting hitters as well. 
The two hurlers combined for 
21 strikeouts in the game.

Paris trailed heading into the 
bottom of the sixth inning, and 
really never threatened to score 
prior to that. Whitney Todd 
led off the frame with a walk. 
Aubrey Sanders grounded to 
third, but the throw sailed into 
the right field corner allow-
ing Todd to score all the way 
from first. Katrina Strow then 
reached on an infield single to 
put runners at the corners with 
one out. Kendall Mathews 
laid down a perfectly executed 
squeeze bunt to score Sanders 
with the go-ahead run. The 
small ball continued as Kelsie 
Dosch laid down another bunt 
to score Strow and give the Ti-
gers the 3-1 lead. 

Paris was held to their lowest 
hit total of the season as Strow 
was the only Tiger with a hit. 
She doubled and singled in the 
contest. The Lady Tigers did 
take advantage of a huge error 
in the sixth and six walks from 
their opponent. 

Moore went seven strong 
innings in earning her sixth 
win of the season. She allowed 
just one run on four hits while 
striking out 11.

PARIS 16, MARSHALL 0
Immediately following their 

thrilling victory over ALAH 
on Tuesday evening, the Paris 
Lady Tigers had to turn their 
focus on a familiar foe.

With impending weather due 
to hit on Thursday, the Lady Ti-
gers and the Marshall Lady Li-

ons made the decision to move 
their game to Tuesday night. Par-
is rode the momentum of their 
come-from-behind win over 
ALAH to shut out Marshall 16-0 
in the nightcap at PHS.

Paris scored in the first in-
ning after Carlei Sapp walked 
with one out, then came in to 
score on a single by Sydney 
Fox. The Lady Tigers broke the 
game open in the second frame 
as Katrina Strow tripled to left 
field. One batter later, Kelsie 
Dosch beat out an infield sin-
gle to score Strow. Brooklyn 
Westerfield walked to put two 
on with just one out. Kaitlyn 
Mathews singled sharply to 
right that the right fielder mis-
handled, allowing Westerfield 
and Dosch to score. Sapp laid 
down a perfect squeeze bunt 
to make it 5-0. Whitney Todd 
singled on the next pitch to 
put runners at the corners for 
the Tigers’ clean up hitter. Fox 
fooled the Lady Lions by lay-
ing down a squeeze bunt of her 
own to bring Sapp home with 
the sixth run of the game.

After getting a pair of RBI’s 
in her first two at-bats earlier in 
the game, Fox decided to show 
off her power in the third inning. 
Paris pushed across three more 
runs following singles by Wester-
field, Mathews, and Todd, then 
Fox launched a 2-2 pitch over 
the centerfield wall that short-
hopped the baseball backstop 
some 250 feet from home plate 
for a three-run homer. 

Fox drove in five runs in the 
game with her home run and 
sacrifice bunts. Strow and Todd 
each had three hits, with Todd 
driving in a pair of runs, and 
Strow adding a triple and an 
RBI. Westerfield and Mathews 
had two hits apiece, and Sapp 
and Dosch each had one. 

Kaitlyn Mathews was in 
complete control throughout 
the four inning game allowing 
just five hits while striking out 
seven.

PARIS 6, ROBINSON 2
The Paris Lady Tigers played 

host to the Robinson Lady Ma-
roons on Monday afternoon, 
April 15. 

This game had a little more 
significance than the previous 
meeting in the Route 1 Show-
down, as this game counted 
in the Little Illini Conference 
standings. Paris scored in each 
of the middle four innings and 
came away with a 6-2 victory. 

After a scoreless first, Au-
brey Sanders launched the 
second pitch of the inning over 
the left field wall to give the Ti-
gers a 1-0 lead. Paris tacked on 
a single run in the next inning 
as Kaitlyn Mathews singled to 
center, stole second base, and 
advanced on a fielder’s choice. 
The clean-up hitter for the Ti-
gers, Sydney Fox, laid down a 
perfect squeeze bunt to score 
Mathews with the second run 
of the contest. Paris would 
leave the bases loaded.

Kaitlyn Mathews helped her 
own cause in the bottom of the 
fourth inning as she clubbed 
a solo home run to straight 
away center field to give Par-
is a 3-0 lead. Sapp reached on 
a dropped third strike, then 
scored on a triple to right field 
off the bat of Whitney Todd. 
Fox drove in her second run of 
the game with a single to left to 
give the Tigers a little breathing 
room, and the 5-0 lead. 

Mathews went the distance 
for the Tigers, allowing two 
runs on eight hits. She walked 
one and struck out six.

Mathews also led the way 
offensively as she hit her fourth 
home run of the season and 
added a pair of singles. Sand-
ers was a perfect 3-for-3 at 
the plate with one run batted 
in. Strow had a pair of singles. 

Todd had an RBI triple while 
Fox, Kendall Mathews, Kelsie 
Dosch, and Brooklyn Wester-
field each added a single.

PARIS TAKES ROUTE 1 TITLE
The Paris Lady Tigers began 

their action-packed week as hosts 
of their annual Route 1 Show-
down Saturday, April 13, as they 
steamrolled their way to the title.

Paris opened play with a 
9-1 victory over the Robinson 
Lady Maroons then duplicat-
ed their score with a win over 
Georgetown-Ridge Farm in 
the championship.

What has not been the 
case this season was the slow 
start by the Lady Tigers. They 
scored one run in the bottom 
of the first inning as Kaitlyn 
Mathews walked, then came 
in to score on an error off the 
bat of Sydney Fox. Robinson 
tied the score in the top of the 
third inning. Paris finally got 
their offense going as Mathews 
walked once again to lead off 
the inning. She stole second on 
the next pitch to Carlei Sapp, 
advanced to third on a wild 
pitch, then scored on an infield 
single. Sapp took second on 
the next pitch and continued 
to third on an error. Aubrey 
Sanders singled to left to make 
the score 3-1. 

The host team busted the 
game open in the home half 
of the fourth inning as they 
pushed five runs across to put 
the game out of reach.

Sanders had a huge day for 
the Lady Tigers as she had a 
double, two singles, and three 
RBI’s. Sapp drove in a pair of 
runs with a single and a bas-
es-loaded walk. Mathews, Ka-
trina Strow, Kendall Mathews, 
Kelsie Dosch, Sara Burger, and 
Brooklyn Westerfield each had 
a single. Burger and Strow add-
ed an RBI apiece. 

Karley Moore went the dis-
tance for Paris, allowing just 
one run on four hits. She did 
not walk a batter and struck 
out eight.

In the title game of the 
Route 1 Showdown, the Lady 
Tigers flexed their muscles ear-
ly on as they scored three runs 
in the bottom of the first inning 
and cruised to the victory.

Mathews led off with a sin-
gle, she stole second on the 
next pitch, then advanced to 
third on a sacrifice bunt by 
Sapp. Aubrey Sanders lifted 
a sacrifice fly to left to score 
Mathews. Sydney Fox fol-
lowed that up with the first of 
five Lady Tiger doubles on the 
day, then scored on a single by 
Strow. Kendall Mathews dou-
bled to right field to plate Strow 
and make the score 3-0.

Scoring came to a halt for 
the next three innings until 
Paris scratched out a run in the 
fourth. Kaitlyn Mathews dou-
bled to center field with two 
outs, stole third, and scored on 
a bunt single by Sapp. 

The Lady Tigers added two 
more runs in the fifth on an 
RBI triple by Karley Moore, 
and a double by Westerfield. 

Kaitlyn Mathews earned the 
win for Paris as she went seven in-
nings of two-hit ball. She allowed 
just one unearned run, gave up 
two hits, and struck out eight.

The Mathews sisters led the 
way offensively for the Lady 
Tigers with Kendall a perfect 
4-for-4 in the game with a 
double and three singles. She 
also drove in a pair of runs. 
Kaitlyn had a pair of doubles 
and a single. Sapp also had 
three singles and drove in one. 
Fox had a double and a single; 
Strow had a pair of singles 
and an RBI; Westerfield had 
a double and a single; Karley 
Moore had a triple and a pair 
of RBI’s, and Kelsie Dosch 
drove in one with her only hit.
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Lawson and Chase Hays 
at 6-2, 6-0, and Clark and 
Moody 6-1, 6-4. 

“One bright side on the 
night was our JV winning 
five of the nine JV sets that 
were played. They’ve all been 
showing a lot of improvement 
from the beginning of the sea-
son.”

EFFINGHAM 5, PARIS 4
Before the tough loss to 

Uni, Paris lost 5-4 to the Eff-
ingham Hearts Wednesday, 
April 10, in Paris. The Tigers 
again had to deal with the el-
ements of an Illinois spring, 
and just narrowly missed the 
victory. 

Paris started off strong in 
singles but Effingham pulled 
back and went up 4-2 after 
singles ended. Nathan Min-
nis played a solid match at 
number one winning 6-4, 
7-5. Tanner Clark picked up 
another win at number four, 
doing a good job of running 
down shots and using angles 
to force errors from his oppo-
nent to win 6-2, 6-3. 

At number two, Ethan Gra-
ham won his first set 6-3, but 
was unable to hold onto leads 
in the second and third losing 
3-6, 6-4, 7-5. Number three 
singles player Caleb Lawson 
struggled to find ways to win 

points in the match, falling 
6-1,6-4. At No.5, Sean picked 
up what seemed like an easy 
6-0 win in the first set, but his 
opponent found his stroke, 
hitting with more pace and ac-
curacy to win the match 0-6, 
6-4, 6-3. Finally, Max Moody 
lost 6-0, 6-3 to an opponent 
who hit some good angles on 
his shots.

Down 4-2 after singles, 
Paris needed to win all three 
doubles and came close. The 
number and number three 
doubles pairings finished 
first with Graham/Blair and 
Clark/Moody picking up 
wins in straight sets. Lawson 
and Minnis played a tight first 
set, but Effingham was able 
to take a 6-4 win. The Tigers 
came back in the second set, 
which was also close through-
out, but ended with a 7-5 
Paris win. Unfortunately, the 
third set was all Effingham as 
they claimed a 6-2 win to take 
the meet 5-4.

“I was very happy with our 
effort against a solid team. We 
just need to get used to play-
ing in close matches and mak-
ing better decisions during 
them, which will come with 
more experience,” Aydt said.

PARIS 7, SHELBYVILLE 2
SHELBYVILLE — Jump-

ing back to April 2d, the Paris 
boys tennis team recorded a 
7-2 win on the road at Shel-

byville.
“Overall, we played well, 

especially the upperclass-
men in singles allowing us 
to sweep them through the 
singles round,” Aydt said. 
“I was proud of the tenac-
ity we showed because in 
every set we lost we fol-
lowed it up with a win or 
at least a more competitive 
next set, so that’s a good 
sign.”

Nathan Minnis had a 
little trouble adjusting to 
his freshman opponent’s 
serves, falling behind 2-1 
before winning 10 straight 
games to take a 6-2, 6-0 
win. 

Ethan Graham won by 
the same score at snumber 
2 singles, forcing several 
errors from his opponent 
with hard hit balls. 

At number three, Caleb 
Lawson took a straight-set 
win without dropping a 
single game, as did Tanner 
Clark who pulled off the 
same feat at number four. 

Wells struggled with 
his opponent’s hard, low 
serves and a little with his 
own consistency in the 
first set, falling 6-4. But he 
won nine of the next 11 
games, en route to a 4-6, 
6-1, 6-4 victory. 

Fox Davis struggled to 
win points in the first set. 
In the second and third 
sets, Davis did a better 
job keeping his opponent 
deep and forcing errors to 
take a 3-6, 6-3, 6-3 win.

With the match clinched 
after singles, Paris played a 
different doubles lineup 
other than the first team 
of Minnis/Lawson, who 
took a 6-0, 7-6(6) win. 

Tanner Clark paired 
with Nathaniel Mitchell 
at No.2 and had a rough 
first set, but started to click 
during the second set. Un-
fortunately, it was a little 
too late, as they lost 6-1, 
7-6(3). Raymond Lin and 
Tristan Warner teamed 
up at number three and 
played two back and forth 
sets, but fell 7-5, 6-4.

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger freshman pitcher Karley Moore has opened her PHS 
career with a string of wins in the circle this season.
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

ALL 
WINE
10 % 
OFF

Captain Morgan  750 ml
Apple Smash, Cannon Blast, 
Jacko Blast 
SALE $13.99   Loconut

Jack Daniels 750ml
Honey & Fire  

SALE $24.95   

HOP ON IN!

A powerful hearing aid  
for television since 1998

Over 2 million  
satisfied customers 

Call 1-855-850-9749  
M-F 6 am — 6 pm PST

2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Put on your TV Ears 
and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER 
NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59 
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Titans started off the scor-
ing with three runs in the bot-
tom of the first as Greg Reese 
hit into a fielder’s choice with 
the bases loaded scoring Jack 
Armstrong to give TCT a 1-0 
lead.  Caleb Ard then scored 
on a error by Blue Streaks sec-
ond baseman Marcus Snear-
ley to put the Titans up 2-0, 
then Trenton Pinnell reached 
on an error by Lane Ryan to 
score Reese to make the score 
3-0.

The Titans answered in the 
bottom of the frame with one 
run as Reese reached on an er-
ror by Snearley to scored Ard 
and put TCT back up 4-3.

Martinsville responded 
with three runs in the top of 
the third but the Titans an-
swered once again with one 
run as Pinnell scored on a 
passed ball to cut the deficit 

to 6-5.
In the bottom of the fourth, 

the Titans tallied four runs 
as Lucas Bosch reached on 
an error by Snearley scoring 
Mitch Pollock to tie the game 
at 6-6. Kenzal Lloyd then hit 
a single to second to score 
Jakob Jones to put the Titans 
back up 7-6.  Pinnell then 
reached on an error by Alex 
Pickens which scored both 
Bosch and Lloyd, making the 
score 9-6.

The Titans then added 
some insurance runs in the 
bottom of the sixth with two 
runs as Bosch hit a double to 
right field to score Reese, then 
Anthony Jones reached on 
an error by Ty Toner to score 
Bosch to put TCT up 11-6 
and complete the sweep.

Bosch was 1 for 4 with a 
double, two runs scored, and 
two RBI while Pinnell went 
1 for 3 with a run scored and 
three RBI.  Ard had a stolen 
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TRI-COUNTY SENIOR SIGNS LETTER

Tim Hendershot/The Prairie Press

Senior Harley Barry of Shiloh, a member of the Tri-County Titans girls basketball team, signed her 
national letter of intent to play basketball at Lake Land College during a ceremony Thursday, April 
11, at Shiloh High School in Hume.  Pictured front row, from left, mother Alyson Barry, Barry and 
father Rusty Barry.  Back row, from left, are Tri-County Coach Joe Morrisey and Lake Land Coach 
David Johnson.

Barry signs with Lake Land
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

HUME — A remarkable 
four-year high school bas-
ketball career has earned 
Tri-County’s Harley Barry a 
spot with the Lake Land Col-
lege Lakers.

Barry, a senior at Shiloh 
High School,  recently signed 
her letter of intent to play for 
Lake Land for Coach David 
Johnson. She is the second 
player from Shiloh High 
School to play for Lake Land 
following All-American Lau-
ren Bogle. 

“It would be pretty awe-
some if I got All-American, 
but I’m just going to go with 
the flow and see how things 
work out,” Barry said.  “I’m 
not trying super hard to be 
the best on the team. I’m just 
going to do my thing and see 
how everything works out.”

Barry was a four-year start-

er for the Tri-County Titans 
and has received accolades 
throughout her career.  She 
was a First Team All-Con-
ference player for the LOVC 
Southeast Division three 
consecutive years and this 
season added a First Team 
All-Area selection by the 
News-Gazette and a Second 
Team All-State Class 1A se-
lection by the Illinois Basket-
ball Coaches Association. She 
also helped lead the Titans 
to a fourth place finish in the 
IHSA Class 1A state basket-
ball tournament. 

High school and college 
basketball are different games. 
Next year Barry must adjust 
to an extended three-point 
line, a 30-second shot clock 
and 10-minute quarters with 
a few differences on how team 
fouls are handled each quar-
ter.  She anticipates a smooth 
transition.  

“I feel that the only thing 
that’s going to throw me off 
is going to be the shot clock,” 
she added.  “Everything else 
we’ve been experienced with.”

Barry becomes the second 
Titan player to sign with a 
junior college team this sea-
son.  Kiersten Price-Wilson 
signed her letter of intent ear-
lier in the year to play at Park-
land College in Champaign 
next season.  Lake Land and 
Parkland play each other an-
nually and both players must 
adjust to being opponents 
rather than teammates.  

“I feel I might try to pass 
her the ball a couple of times, 
and realize she’s not on my 
team,” said Barry.

Barry finished the 2018-
2019 season averaging 11.3 
points, 5.4 steals, 4.5 assists 
and 4.1 rebounds in 35 games. 

She is the daughter of  
Rusty and Alyson Barry.

game for a number of 
weeks. He gave us the kind 
of outing that we needed to 
get a win, on the road, on 
our rivals’ field.” An area of 
concern for the Tigers all 
season long has been their 
sloppy play defensively, 
but Tarr was proud of his 
hurlers’ effort. “Defensive-
ly we made six errors, but 
Brock competed on the 
hill to give us six strong 
innings. Caleb(Gates) was 
great in relief to earn the 
save.”

Tarr acknowledged that 
his squad has made great 
strides this season say-
ing, “Twice in this game 
we trailed by two or three 
runs. Earlier in the year, 
I’m not sure we would have 
clawed back into the game 
and took the lead.” He con-
tinued, “The boys are get-
ting better, and are starting 
to develop the never-say-
die attitude.” On his team 
defeating Marshall, the Ti-
ger skipper added “Make 
no mistake about it; we 
needed this win. This one 
always means something.”

PARIS 21, OBLONG 4
The Paris Tiger base-

ball team took on Oblong 
Panthers on Tuesday after-
noon, April 16, winning 
21-4.

Paris managed 17 hits 
in the game and scored in 
every inning. They sent 
16 batters to the plate in 
the first inning, scoring11 
runs.

Mason Hutchings 
led the game off with a 
walk, stole second, and 
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scored on a wild pitch. Caleb 
Gates reached on an error, 
and scored on a double by 
Brock Minor. Blayne Rob-
erts brought Minor home 
with a single to left to make 
it 3-0. With two outs, the Ti-
gers were just getting started 
as Bryan Kohlmeyer walked 
to put two on with two out. 
Back-to-back doubles by Gar-
rett King and Zach Farnham 
made it a 6-0 game and the 
rout was on. Hutchings and 
Jude Sullivan walked to load 
the bases for Gates. He sin-
gled to center to bring home 
a pair. Minor walked to load 
the bases once again. Roberts 
ripped his second double of 
the inning to plate two more 
runs.

Every Tiger player who saw 
action in the game had at least 
one hit. Minor and King led 
the way with three hits each. 
King had a pair of doubles, a 
single, and two runs batted in. 
Minor had a double and two 
singles and he also had two 
RBI’s. Roberts had a pair of 
doubles and three RBI’s, and 
Farnham had a double and a 
single. Hutchings, Sullivan, 
Gates, Johnson, Kohlmey-
er, Hudson Hollis, and Sam 
Mays all had one hit; with 
Sullivan stroking a double. 

King, Farnham, Roberts, 
and Hutchings shared pitch-
ing duties for the Tigers. The 
four combined to allow four 
unearned runs on just three 
hits. They walked three and 
struck out five. King was cred-
ited with the win. 

ROBINSON 12, PARIS 1
The Paris Tiger baseball 

team hosted the Robinson 
Maroons on Monday after-
noon, April 15, and were 
more than gracious hosts to 

their Little Illini Conference 
counterparts.

Robinson defeated the Ti-
gers 12-1, but the host team 
did not do themselves any 
favors in the game by walking 
seven batters, hitting three 
more and committing seven 
errors on the day.

The visitors scored one 
in the first, four in the third, 
one in the fourth, and six in 
the fifth innings to secure the 
victory. Paris’ lone run came 
in the fourth inning as Brock 
Minor was hit by a pitch, then 
he advanced to third on a 
double by JT Johnson. Minor 
scored on an RBI groundout 
by Blayne Roberts. The dou-
ble by Johnson was the only 
hit of the day for the Tigers.

Sometimes a team and 
a coach just has to tip their 
hats to their opponents. Tiger 
coach Creighton Tarr did just 
that saying, “We got beat by 
a really good ball team. They 
are 16-1 on the season and 
they played like it.” The Tiger 
skipper acknowledged his 
teams’ mistakes as a huge con-
tributing factor. “We implod-
ed defensively in two separate 
innings. But, their pitcher(ju-
nior Braden Childress) is one 
of the best in our league. They 
were too much for us today.”

Along with getting the 
only hit of the game, Johnson 
started on the mound for the 
Tigers. He went 2.1 innings, 
allowing five runs(3 earned) 
on four hits. He walked four 
and struck out one. Zach 
Farnham finished the third 
and fourth innings allowing 
one unearned run on one hit. 
He walked two and struck out 
one. Mitchell Worrell gave up 
six unearned runs in his lone 
inning of work. He allowed 
three hits and walked one.

base and two runs scored.
Ard went one and two-

thirds innings in the start 
getting a no decision giving 
up a hit and three runs - all 
unearned - while walking four 
and striking out three. Pollock 
went an inning in relief giving 
up four hits and three runs - 
all unearned - while walking 
one and striking out one and 
Pinnell went the final four 
and one-third innings in relief 
getting the win giving up only 
three hits while striking out 
eight.

The Titans (2-11, 2-4 
LOVC Southeast) will host 
the Hutsonville/Palestine Ti-
gers on Monday, April 22, in 
Kansas at 4:30 p.m.

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 
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The best community deserves the best hospital. 
Horizon Health is honored to have been named a 
Top 100 Critical Access Hospital by the industry’s 
most comprehensive rating system. We are one of 
only two hospitals selected for the distinction in 
Illinois, out of a national total of over 1,300 Critical 
Access Hospitals. We could never have acheived this 
honor without our dedicated community and staff. 
Thank you—we are proud to provide you the best. 

Horizon Health is a Top 100  

Critical Access Hospital

You deserve
  the best.

Learn more about our Top 100 Distinction at MyHorizonHealth.org. 

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

Who: 
Incoming 4th-8th grade 
players

When: 
Wednesday, April 24  6-7 p.m.
Saturday, April 27   9-10 a.m.

Where: John P. Allen Field

Cost: $50

Athletes will sign up for a date and time for a baseline 
concussion screening at football sign-ups.

Like Paris Tiger Football on Facebook for the lastest football news!

Paris Youth Football
Sign-ups

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Edgar 
County has been issued a final 
property assessment equaliza-
tion factor of 1.0000, according 
to David Harris, Director of the 
Illinois Department of Reve-
nue.

The property assessment 
equalization factor, often called 
the multiplier, is the method 
used to achieve uniform prop-
erty assessments among coun-
ties, as required by law. This 
equalization is required be-
cause some of the state's 6,600 
local taxing districts overlap 
into two or more counties.  If 
there were no equalization 
among counties, substantial in-
equities among taxpayers with 
comparable properties would 
result.

Illinois law requires proper-
ty be assessed at one-third of 
its market value. Farm proper-
ty is assessed differently, with 
farm homesites and dwellings 
subject to regular assessing 
and equalization procedures. 

Property tax 
multiplier is 1

Farmland is not subject to 
the state equalization factor.

Assessments in Edgar 
County are at 33.42 per-
cent of market value, based 
on sales of properties in 
2015, 2016 and 2017. The 
equalization factor currently 
being assigned is for 2018 
taxes, payable in 2019. A 
multiplier of 1 means the 
department of revenue finds 
the Edgar County Supervi-
sor of Assessments office is 
doing an accurate job of de-
termining the taxable value 
of property.

The equalization factor 
does not mean total prop-
erty tax bills will increase or 
decrease. Tax bills are deter-
mined by local taxing bodies 
requesting money each year 
to provide services to local 
citizens.  If the amount re-
quested by local taxing dis-
tricts is not greater than the 
amount received in the pre-
vious year, then total prop-
erty taxes will not increase 
even if assessments increase.

BY GRANT MORGAN 
gmorgan@capitolnewillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A judge 
has said Westlake Hospital in 
Melrose Park must stay open 
for the near future.

A state lawmaker is con-
tinuing her push to keep the 
facility in the western suburb 
of Chicago open for the long 
term.

On Tuesday, Cook County 
Circuit Court Judge Moshe 
Jacobius said Pipeline Health, 
the California-based company 
that bought Westlake in Jan-
uary, must restore services or 
pay $200,000 per day in fines. 

Moshe found that Pipeline 
violated a restraining order 
from last week that said the 
hospital must continue ser-
vices. 

“I’m thrilled with the devel-
opment,” said Rep. Kathleen 
Willis, a Democrat from Ad-

dison.
Willis is sponsoring legis-

lation that would change the 
process that hospitals must go 
through to shut down, trans-
fer owners or cancel certain 
services. 

She said House Bill 123, 
which passed last week on 
a 69-35 vote, is primarily to 
keep Westlake open, but fac-
es multiple critiques from the 
state’s main hospital associ-
ation and health facilities re-
view board. 

Prime among them is a pro-
vision that would let Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker reverse any ruling of 
the Illinois Health Services 
and Facilities Review Board 
– the same board holding an 
April 30 hearing to rule on 
Pipeline Health’s application 
to close Westlake. 

“One of the requests has 
been to pull the governor out 
of it, and I’m open to doing 
that,” Willis said. 

In House debate last week, 
opponents of Willis’ bill called 
the provision dangerous, say-

ing it gives the governor too 
much authority. 

They added that Illinois law 
should not be changed to ac-
commodate one specific situ-
ation. 

But Willis said other pro-
visions of her legislation are 
meant to slow down and pro-
vide more transparency to the 
process by which hospitals 
change owners or cancel ser-
vices.  

“It’s perfectly OK to do 
some transformation, but it 
must be done with the gener-
al needs of the community at 
heart,” Willis said. 

Using Westlake as an ex-
ample, she said, “Maybe we 
don’t need a 250-bed hospital 
in Melrose Park, but we prob-
ably need a 100-bed hospital 
there.” 

Willis added that she must 
continuing pushing her legis-
lation and working with stake-
holders because, while recent 
news about Westlake Hospital 
is welcome, it is only a tempo-
rary solution. 

Willis’ bill is now in the 
Senate, which is on break 
until May 1. So there will be 
not vote on the bill before the 
state health facilities board is 
scheduled to rule on Westlake. 

Yet, because the Village of 
Melrose Park has pending 
litigation against the owners 
of Westlake, Willis said she’s 
confident the board’s hearing 
will be pushed back. 

“Historically, the board has 
deferred decisions until litiga-
tion is done,” she said.

House Bill 123 would re-
quire the board to wait un-
til any legal proceedings are 
completed.

Willis said she will working 
with the Illinois Health and 
Hospital Association over the 
next week to amend the bill for 
consideration in the Senate. 

IHHA spokesman Danny 
Chun said besides the group’s 
concerns that it has already 
voiced about the bill, it does 
not have any comment on 
the developments at Westlake 
Hospital.

Westlake open for now
Bill in Senate would 
address matter in 
long term

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHAMPAIGN – State 
Conservationist, Ivan Dozier 
announced the next deadline 
for Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) funding re-
quests is May 10.

Nationwide USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) plans to invest 
up to $700 million for new en-

Deadline approaching for updated CSP
rollments and contract exten-
sions in fiscal year 2019. The 
2018 Farm Bill made several 
changes to this critical conser-
vation program, which helps 
agricultural producers take the 
conservation activities on their 
farm to the next level. 

“CSP continues to be a very 
effective tool for private land-
owners working to achieve 
their conservation and man-
agement goals,” said Dozier. “It 
is the largest conservation pro-
gram in the United States with 
more than 70 million acres of 
productive agricultural and 
forest land enrolled.”  

The 2018 Farm Bill autho-
rizes NRCS to accept new 

CSP enrollments from now 
until 2023, and it makes some 
important improvements to 
the program. These updates 
include: 
NRCS now enrolls eligi-

ble, high-ranking applications 
based on dollars rather than 
acres. For fiscal year 2019, 
NRCS can spend up to $700 
million in the program, which 
covers part of the cost of pro-
ducers implementing new con-
servation activities and main-
taining existing services.
Higher payment rates are 

now available for certain con-
servation activities, including 
cover crops and resource con-
serving crop rotations. 

CSP now provides specif-
ic support for organic opera-
tions and those transitioning to 
organic production activities 
as well as a special grassland 
conservation initiative for cer-
tain producers who have main-
tained cropland base acres.

CSP provides many bene-
fits including increased crop 
yields, decreased inputs, wild-
life habitat improvements and 
increased resilience to weather 
extremes. CSP is for working 
lands including cropland, pas-
tureland, and nonindustrial 
private forestland.  

More information about 
CSP is available by contacting 
a local USDA service center.   

TRI-COUNTY TEAM HONORED

Special to The Prairie Press

The Tri-County girls basketball team was recently honored by local legislators after a fourth place 
win in the state championship tournament. Rep. Brad Halbrook (R-Shelbyville) back row, left, and 
Rep. Chris Miller (R-Oakland), back row right, welcomed the team during a visit to the capitol 
building. The Tri-County sports cooperative of the Kansas, Oakland and Shiloh school districts is 
located within parts of each legislator’s districts.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Hume – Shiloh School 
District is hosting a 50th an-
niversary open house for the 
school 1-4 p.m. May 11.

All graduates, former staff 
and faculty along with cur-
rent employees are invited to 
attend the celebration. 

There is a special welcome 
at 2 p.m. and a dedication and 
photo opportunity at 2:30 
p.m.

Those attending are en-
couraged to bring Shiloh 
memorabilia such as year-
books, uniforms, trophies, 

class rings and anything else 
that is apropos. As part of the 
festivities current students 
participating in FFA, FC-
CLA, student council, Na-
tional Honor Society and the 
music program will be avail-
able to discuss current hap-
penings in those programs 
with alumni. 

Refreshments and com-
memorative T-shirts are also 
part of the program. For in-
formation about ordering a 
T-shirt follow the district’s 
Facebook page at Shiloh 
CUSD #1 or call 217-887-
2364.

POST #211 DONATES

 Special to The Prairie Press

Paris American Legion Post #211 Commander Jim Robison, left, 
presents a check to Maggie Patrick, right, as a donation to the 
Marshall Community Pool Fund.

Shiloh 50th anniversary
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Bonjour – My girlfriend, Cassan-
dra, and I recently had the privilege of 
traveling throughout the Great White 
North into Ontario and Quebec. 

We spent time with both of our 
families in the area and explored 
some of the most historic and mem-
orable cities in North America and all 
the French-Canadians had to offer. 

While our friends and classmates 
headed south to the sweltering beach-
es of Florida, Cass (who hails from 
the province of Alberta, Canada), 
and I began our ascent into the near 
depths of Canada. We wandered the 
halls of Parliament in Ottawa, Ontar-
io, before stopping in Montreal, Que-
bec, where we toured the corridors 
of the beautiful Notre Dame Basilica 
and tasted some of the best food that 
North America has to offer. 

Montreal is renowned for its food 
spots, and it did not disappoint. We 
had everything from crisp bagels to 
steaming dumplings to mouth-wa-
tering smoked meat sandwiches and 
freshly-baked macarons. The food 
blew us away and we left Montreal 
with big smiles and full stomachs. 

We drove into Quebec City as the 
sun, and the temperature, fell over the 
skyline. The next day we began ex-
ploring the part of the city known as 
Old Quebec, which is surrounded by 
fortifications dating back to the mid-
1600s. We wandered through cafes 
and small shops as the smell of coffee 
and exotic foods filled the air. 

One of my favorite stops was a 
small restaurant where the owners 
made use of the newly fallen snow. 
They took heated fresh maple syrup 
and poured it over a patch of snow be-
fore using a popsicle-style stick to pull 
and twist the candied creation around 
the stick into a quick treat. 

The streets of Old Quebec are set 
up just like European-style streets. 
The roads are narrow and the shops 
and buildings surrounding them are 
high and tight to the road. Overlook-
ing the entire city is the Fairmont Le 
Chateau Frontenac, a hotel created 
by the Canadian Pacific Railway in 
1893. The hotel, which resembles 
Hogwarts castle in its size and design, 
serves as the perfect centerpiece to 
a city enthralled in French culture. 
We took a ride on the Funiculaire 
du Vieux-Quebec, a pair of glass el-
evators set into the mountainside 
of the neighborhood, which allows 
individuals to bypass the Breakneck 
Steps (seriously, that is the name of 
the stairs). 

After hitting many of the tourist 
destinations in Old Quebec, we de-
cided to take our journey to the out-
skirts of town where we found the 
Parc de la Chute-Montmorency. The 
park is home to Montmorency Falls, 
a waterfall that is 272 feet tall as com-
pared to Niagara Falls at just 167 feet 
tall. After exploring the falls we decid-
ed to step into a local café for a Lon-
don fog latte, one of the best drinks I 
have ever had, and a fluffy croissant. 
After that we walked down a street 
filled with local shops on our left and 
an incredible 18th century cathedral 
on our right before ending up in Tora 

If a squirrel dashes across the 
road when I’m driving, I always 
make an effort to avoid striking 

the little 
creature. 
Maybe I 
slow the 
car, maybe 
swerve 
slightly 
or honk 
the horn. 
Never do I 
intention-
ally strike a 

squirrel, but 
sometimes it can’t be avoided. 
Many lie dead on roadways, 
victims of a car strike.  

Sometimes I’m the grim 
reaper. Often they dart onto the 
road, only to stop, then attempt 
to fool the car by faking one 
direction a time or two, then 
freezing motionless, or darting 
the opposite way.  Little do 
they realize they’re not fooling 
with a coyote. This tactic is like 
playing grab with a rattlesnake. 
The car almost always wins.

I hate to kill squirrels. 
They’re amusing to watch, 
can be playful, and although 
wild by nature, seem to enjoy 
building relationships with 
humans in our yards. They’re 
cute, and some can be taught 
to eat goodies from our fingers.  
They can also be ornery and 
destructive.

Squirrels bark and verbally 
vent their anger when upset. In 
fact, considerate parents might 
ought to keep their children 
away from angry squirrels, lest 
the kids add cuss words to their 
vocabularies. I realize animals 
speak their own language, but 
I swear I hear vulgar English 
terminology when squirrels 
give us an earful of relentless 
cussing.

Once I observed a gray and 
white cat chase a squirrel from 
a yard. They ran alongside each 
other slashing at each other 
with gnashing teeth. The cat 
stopped at the edge of the grass, 
having accomplished his mis-
sion. The squirrel crossed the 
street, stood on its haunches 
on the other side, stared at the 
cat and launched a ceaseless 
barrage of cuss words. The cat 
sat quietly, but vigilantly stood 
guard, ready to defend his 
territory if the squirrel dared 
return.

This week I heard a new 
squirrel story. My friend 
Orville lives in Indianapolis. He 
recently drove to Paris, a trip of 
more than 100 miles.

“I thought I heard some 
occasional weird noises 
emanating from beneath my 
car’s hood,” he said, suspecting 
engine trouble.

Arriving in Paris, Orville 
pulled into a dealership, asking 
if a mechanic would peep 
inside.

“I think I found your prob-
lem,” he pointed. A fox squirrel 
had built a nest of leaves and 
grass.  

The critter was curled mo-
tionless inside the nest appear-
ing to be dead.  Using a pair of 
thick leather gloves, another 
mechanic grabbed the squirrel 
behind its head for removal.

Leaves suddenly scattered 

Some 
think 
squirrels 
are cute

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

Women – and this is an ob-
servation that will, hopefully, 
not result in my issuing a mea 
culpa – are 
busybodies. 
Their key 
mission 
in life is to 
compile 
endless hon-
ey do lists. 
To a certain 
extent, that 
is com-
mendable.

Of course, there would be 
no need to compile honey do 
lists had not Eve eaten that 
apple. We would still be in the 
Garden of Eden eating pot 
roast, drinking Guinness Stout 
and singing “Home on the 
Range.”

If I am forced to apologize, 
I will, of course, say: “This is 
not me. My parents taught me 
to never, never bring up the 
apple thing.” The mea culpa 
would be made in front of the 
doghouse. 

I like to study stuff. Reading 
takes much of my time; a habit 
I acquired early, thanks to my 
mother. My dad read a lot of 
westerns. Zane Grey, Louis 
L’Amour, Jack Schaeffer, Frank 
Dobie, Will James and others 
rode his shelves. 

Reading, I think, is a dying 
art. The number of people 
who read books has been de-
clining, replaced by the hurly 
burley world of technology. 
We are a strutting society 
and our stage is Facebook, 
Twitter, the Internet and other 
wonders.

The solution to the pro-
crastination and interest in 
learning, I discovered shortly 
after my retirement was to take 
classes at Lake Land College 
in Mattoon. Here’s the deal: 
when you hit 65, the only 
thing you have to pay for is 
student activities.

Eventually, I joined the staff 
of the Navigator, the student 
newspaper. They put out a fine 
student newspaper at Lake 
Land. In addition to editing, I 
wrote a regular column called, 
“Tales from the Crapper.”

The inspiration for its name 
came to me as I, well, sat in the 
crapper, trying to read a poster 
attached to the door. The 
problem was the print was too 
small, particularly, given the 
distance between the crapper 
and the door.

I wrote a note to the admin-
istration suggesting it supply 
each stall with binoculars. 
Nothing has come of it thus 
far. Scrooge would have loved 
these guys. 

Although, I no longer am 
on the Navigator staff, I 
continue to write columns. 
It is no longer called “Tales 
from the Crapper.” Someone 
suggested “Tales from the 
Crypt,” but, I pointed out 
that is premature.

I wrote a column recently 
on “and, duh” for the Naviga-
tor, proposing, that signs be 
erected on campus declaring 
that Lake Land College is a 
“and, duh- free campus.” Not 
that “and, duh” is a big thing at 
the college. It is not.

The “and, duh” thing goes 
back to a European history 
class at Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity. The professor was, maybe, 
the smartest guy I ever met. 

College, a 
solution to 
retirement

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

Un voyage a retenir
Jeremy Patterson/The Prairie Press 

Ice floats across the St. Lawrence River as seen from behind the railing of the Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac property.

See CODGER, Page 2B

If Easter seem late this year, 
it is. This is almost as late as 
Easter can be. 

On the Western calendar, 
Easter can range from March 
22 to April 25. The rule adopt-
ed by the Nicaea Council in 
325 A.D. makes Easter the first 
Sunday after the first full moon 
on or after the vernal equinox 
(first day of spring).

Spring Equinox falls on 
March 21 or 22 varying with 
leap year. It takes 29.5 days 
for the moon to complete 
a phase cycle. The earliest 
possible date occurs if a 
full moon falls on Saturday 
March 21 making Sunday, 
March 22, Easter. This will 
not happen again until 2285. 

The latest possible date is 

when there is a full moon on 
the first day of spring, then 
wait 29.5 days for another full 
moon and another six days 
for a Sunday resulting in the 
extreme April 25 date. This 
happens in 2038, but this 
year’s April 21 is about as late 
as it can be.

 This is Holy Week and that 
means there is a full moon in 
it. On Thursday, April 18, we 
saw the Full Pink Moon. The 
April full moon is called the 
Pink Moon because it coin-
cides with the blooming of the 
wild ground phlox flower.

In addition to being Holy 
Week, the fourth week of April 
is ripe with environmental and 
astronomical events. The Lyrid 
Meteor Shower peaks yearly 

about April 23. It is not the 
greatest meteor show of the 
year, but it is predictable. The 

shooting stars 
peak just after 
midnight the 
morning of 
April 23 orig-
inating from 
a point about 
30 degrees 
up in the east. 
It averages 
one shooting 
star every five 

minutes. With an almost full 
moon most will be blurred, 
but it is known for producing 
bigger fireballs, which may 
even whistle through the air.

Also on April 23, if the 
weather is clear, a beautiful 

pairing of the moon and 
Jupiter, only 1 degree apart, 
is visible. One degree is the 
width of a finger held at arm’s 
length. The bright Jupiter is 
easy to pick out, even with a 
nearly full moon. 

Unfortunately, the current 
forecast shows it may be 
overcast. Another opportu-
nity to see the moon-Jupiter 
pairing with an added bonus 
is Wednesday, April 24. If the 
sky is clear of clouds before 
sunrise, Saturn joins the show 
tucked right against the moon 
only one-third of a degree 
apart. This is close enough to 
fit in a telescope view. Hope 
for clear morning skies.

April 22 is well known as 
Earth Day. The first Earth Day 

was started in Boise, Idaho, as 
an environmental teach-in by 
Senator Gaylord Nelson and 
is now celebrated in 193 coun-
tries. There were 20 million 
participants across 2,000 cities 
and 10,000 schools partici-
pating, including many local 
schools, in 1970. Participants 
picked up and cleaned up but 
mostly shared information and 
created awareness. The level of 
public involvement continues 
to ebb and flow after 39 years. 

Earth Day was not the first 
environmental organization 
because that distinction 
belongs to the Sierra Club. 
The Sierra Club was formed in 
1892 by John Muir, a Scot-
tish-American naturalist. A 
famous partner of Muir was 

Teddy Roosevelt. 
Before he became president 

Roosevelt spent a week camp-
ing with Muir in Yosemite, and 
he fell in love with the region. 
During his presidency, Roos-
evelt established five national 
parks, 55 bird sanctuaries 
and wildlife refuges and 150 
national forests. Another not-
ed Sierra Club member was 
nature photographer Ansel 
Adams. His nature photo-
graphs did for environmental 
awareness what Norman 
Rockwell did to create an 
image of Americana. 

In 1962, Rachel Carson 
published “Silent Spring.” It 
was the work condemning 
over use of strong pesticides, 

Holy Week is the perfect time to celebrate nature, rebirth

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 9B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

Ya Ramen, a Japanese restaurant with 
the best noodles in the world. 

Having done so much in the past 
few days, we decided to use one of our 
last remaining days in Quebec City to 
relax at a Scandinavian-inspired spa 
nestled into the forests outside the 
city. We spent seven hours at the out-
door spa, going through a cycle of hot 
tubs to cold tubs to resting by a fire-
place, which inevitably turned into 
sleeping by a fireplace. At one point, 
we made the decision to jump into 
the river, which was one of the cold 
stations, and watched chunks of ice 
float by us in the freezing water. Later 
that evening a pair of craft beers, for 
which the city is known, helped to 
warm us up. 

For anyone that may be wonder-
ing, yes, everything is in French in 
Quebec City. 

The citizens all speak French, shop 
signs and menus are all in French and 
even the street and road signs are in 
French. I had trouble several times 
with the language barrier but I believe 
the visit as a whole was a fantastic 
learning experience for us. Not only 
were we able to explore several cities 
in eastern Canada but we were also 
enthralled by the culture that sur-
rounded us at every turn. 

The history and architecture of the 
area was unbelievable and each ex-
perience we encountered will never 
be forgotten. Despite Paris being the 
city of love, I believe the charms that 
are so entwined in the French capital 
were carried over by the Quebecers 
and found a home in Quebec City. 

From each cup of coffee to every 
cobblestone street, this trip proved to 
be the adventure of a lifetime. 

Translation: “A trip to 
remember”

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press

Cass and I survived the -20 degree weather long enough to pose for a photo 
outside of the Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac.

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press

The Quartier Petit Champlain is a long stretch of business’ ranging from 
cafes to boutiques to restaurants. The area is one of the best tourist spots in 
Quebec City.

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press

The view from the bottom of the Funiculaire du Vieux-Quebec (seen to the 
right) which allowed us to bypass the Breakneck Stairs. The Fairmont Le 
Chateau Frontenac stands in the background.
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The Paris Center of Fine 
Arts, presents “Carpenters 
Once More” for one night only 
at 7 p.m.  Saturday,  April 27, at 
the PCOFA theater.

Carpenters Once More stars 
vocalist Diana Lynn who cele-
brates the unforgettable voice 
of Karen Carpenter and the 
unforgettable duo of Karen and 
Richard Carpenter with the 
show.

From the birth of this dy-
namic American brother and 
sister music duo to the last of 
their public performances, 
this heartwarming show high-
lights hits like “Yesterday Once 
More,” “Close To You,” “For All 
We Know,” “We’ve Only Just 
Begun,” “Postman,” “Ticket To 
Ride” and many more. 

Lynn has been entertaining 
audiences since she was just 
three years old.  Singing with 
her brother at a young age, they 
quickly became known as the 
Donny and Marie Osmond 
of Christian music, traveling 
throughout United States.

Lynn took a hiatus from en-
tertaining while raising a family, 
working in sales and marketing, 

as a magician’s assistant and 
nursing until eventually she 
followed her life’s dream and 
moved to Branson, Mo. nearly 
15 years ago. 

She has performed regularly 
as the lead female vocal in the 
romantic comedy “A Neil Dia-
mond Tribute” and co-starred 
in the award nominated hit 
show “Duets,” traveling across 
the country with her husband 
and Diamond look and sound 

alike, Keith Allynn.  
Anyone who loved the pure 

vocal tones of Karen Carpen-
ter won’t want to miss the poi-
gnant Carpenters Once More 
production.  

To purchase tickets and for 
further information visit www.
pcofa.net or the Prospect Bank 
in downtown Paris. The box 
office opens one hour before 
show time  — if tickets are still 
available.
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Industrial • Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com “Where service makes the difference” 

INGRUM WASTE DISPOSAL
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Special to The Prairie Press

“The Carpenters Once More,” an award-winning tribute show fea-
turing the music of Karen and Richard Carpenter, is coming to 
the Paris Center of Fine Arts at 7 p.m. Saturday, April 27. Tickets 
are available in advance to the Prospect Bank in Paris or online 
at pcofa.net.

MILESTONES

Crews retiring from 4-H
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

MARSHALL – Jessie Tin-
gley Crews is retiring from Il-
linois Extension after 35 years 
of service. The public is invited 
to an open house in her honor 
from 3-6 p.m. April 29 at the 
Clark County Extension Of-
fice in Marshall.

In 1984, when Crews was 
first hired as the Crawford 
County 4-H Youth Advisor, 

she was a recent graduate of 
Eastern Illinois University with 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Home Economics Educa-
tion. She worked in Crawford 
County until 1986 when she 
moved to the Clark County 
Extension Office, holding the 
same position and has served 
as the 4-H Youth Development 
Educator for Clark, Crawford 
and Edgar counties since 2011. 
Along the way she received her 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: 
Submit news of your anniver-
sary, engagement, wedding or 
birth for free: email nzeman@
prairiepress.net or mail The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, 
Paris, Ill., 61944. 

“Carpenters Once More” concert

SHILOH NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

Special to The Prairie Press 

The Shiloh High School National Honor Society inducted five new members during a ceremony 
Tuesday, April 16. The new members are: seated, left to right, Mackenzie Niedfeldt, Emily Barrow 
and Nelly Rennstich; and standing, left to right, Samantha Skinner and Emily Hall.

everywhere. The squirrel came 
to life in a fighting mode, but 
the technician held firmly 
with both hands while the 
rodent thrashed wildly and 
unleashed a good all-around 
cussing at anything and 
anybody.  

They drove to the coun-
tryside and released the 
squirrel in a wooded area.  It 
walked slowly into the natural 

habitat, seemingly in good 
physical condition, turning 
for one last glance at its 
former captors and jabbering 
one final blast of scathing 
criticism.

Many are the people 
who can relate interesting 
squirrel tales. A farmer south 
of Elbridge bought a very 
expensive new tractor a few 
years ago. One morning his 
key didn’t open the cab door. 
He noticed quite a bit of wire 
damaged on the engine.  

The company took the 
tractor to the shop, removed 
the cab and discovered all 
kinds of wire damage inflicted 
by a squirrel. The damage was 
covered by warranty and bills 
exceeded $70,000. Squirrels 
have also been known to 
damage autos on dealer lots. 
They’re real characters.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation is once again dis-
tributing 5,000 seedlings to 
schools throughout the state 
this week in cooperation with 
Living Lands & Waters in 
honor of Earth Day on April 
22. The “Trees to Schools” 
initiative helps offset the loss 

of trees removed or other-
wise affected by construction 
and maintenance activities.

Each of the nine IDOT 
highway districts is receiv-
ing 550 trees to distribute to 
local schools. Participating 
schools use the trees on their 
grounds or distribute them to 
students as a learning oppor-
tunity about the importance 
of trees to the environment. 

One tree can produce as 
much oxygen in a single sea-
son as 10 humans consume in 
one year. Trees absorb carbon 
dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and 
sulfur dioxide and release ox-

ygen in return. Trees also re-
duce erosion, filter chemicals, 
produce shade and provide 
habitat and food for birds and 
other animals. 

The trees were provided for 
free to IDOT as part of Liv-
ing Lands & Waters Million 
Trees Project. Varieties in-
cluded red oak, swamp white 
oak, bur oak and redbud.

Since 2009, IDOT has 
distributed approximately 
50,000 seedlings through 
Living Lands & Waters, a 
nonprofit environmental or-
ganization headquartered in 
East Moline. 

IDOT gives trees to schools
Annual Earth Day 
tradition replaces 
those lost to 
construction

Health is more than what's provided within
hospital walls.That's why we are offering a
FREE wellness fair that includes a range of

health education, screenings, and
community resources. 

360
An Adult Wellness Fair
HEalTh

Shot Clinic    Hepatitis A &
pneumonia (normal co-pay applies
or $80 ea. cash pay)

Seminars

Area vendor displays

Free oral cancer screenings

Give-a-waysFree blood sugar checks

Advanced directive
information

Participate in these & more:

Take-back for
hearing aids, glasses
& medications

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

New
Furniture 
Arrivals 
Daily!

Now Taking Consignments

Furniture Sale

Opening in May!
The Yellow Block Mercantile

Home Decor
320 E. Jasper St., Suite B • Paris 

Next to Hair Unlimited

Home Decor • Space to Rent 
• Craft Classes!

Chrisman

Fling
City Wide Yard Sales - May 3 & 4

Pancake Breakfast  
(while supplies last)

at American Legion
Downtown

Saturday, May 14
7 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Vendors welcome in downtown park!

Library Plant 
& Bake Sale

Downtown Park

Saturday, May 14
8 a.m. - noon

Sponsored by Chrisman Area Community Club

master’s degree in home eco-
nomics in 1995, also from 
EIU.

Crews said her favorite 
part of working with one 
organization for so long has 
been, “The opportunity to 
meet first year 4-H mem-
bers, watch them grow and 
blossom through their 4-H 
career and see them become 
leaders in our community.” 

She especially enjoyed the 
chance to lead two genera-
tions of many 4-H families, 
seeing 4-H’ers give their first 
talk or demonstration and 
watching 4-H’ers discover 
their passion.  

Illinois Extension has 
gone through many changes 
during her career but there 
has been one constant.

“The desire of many 
young people to learn, lead 
and serve,” Crews said nev-
er changed over her career. 
“What a perfect career to 
play a small role in helping 
thousands of young people 
achieve that goal.” Crews 
hopes to be remembered as 
the glue that held together 
volunteers, members and 
4-H staff.

She and her husband Dan, 
have their three adult chil-
dren in Marshall.  

Crews is looking forward 
to a short break before tack-
ling her to-do list and finding 
out what lies ahead. 
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an indefinite period of time. 
Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and either call us or honk and we will come out to you. We are looking into video type 

of door bell to alert us of your presence.
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It’s one of France’s most 
powerful religious, architec-
tural and cultural symbols — 
and images of Notre-Dame de 
Paris in flames evoke questions 
about how the city, and the 
cathedral, will move forward. 
But the fire isn’t the first time 
the cathedral has faced de-
struction. 

During the French Revolu-
tion in the 1790s, angry mobs 
and revolutionaries looted 
the medieval Gothic church 
— and even declared that it 
wasn’t a church at all — during 
a bloody push to remove 
France’s close ties to the Cath-
olic church. More than two 
dozen statues affixed to the 
church facade were publicly 
decapitated the same year as 
Marie Antoinette. 

Before a furious crowd 

stormed the Bastille in Paris 
in 1789, the Church wielded 
extraordinary power in France. 
The vast majority of French 
people were Catholic, Cathol-
icism was the state religion, 
and the Church owned vast 
swaths of property and collect-
ed heavy tithes from most peo-
ple’s incomes without paying 
taxes of its own. But a growing 
number of French people had 
tired of the Church’s power.

As the monarchy toppled, 
then fell, a small group of rad-
ical revolutionaries influenced 
by Enlightenment-era philos-
ophies of freedom of religion 
and a reason-based society 
saw their chance to strip the 
Church of much of its au-
thority. They embarked on a 
dechristianization campaign, 
confiscating Church property, 
trying to get all clergy to swear 
their loyalty to the new state, 

and removing the Church’s 
control over the birth, death 
and administrative records it 
had held for so long. 

The Revolution gained 
steam, and so did its attempts 
to strip the Catholic Church of 
its authority over French life. 
Parisians massacred and jailed 
priests during the September 
Massacres of 1792, and clergy 
were put on trial during the 
Reign of Terror. In 1793, the 
new government announced 
that public worship was illegal. 
In response, people rushed 
into churches, stripping them 
of religious symbolism. 

Notre-Dame de Paris had 
long been a symbol of the 
monarchy, too — a place 
where state holidays, and kings, 
were celebrated. Henry VI of 
England was crowned king of 
France there in 1431. But rev-
olutionary Parisians had had 

enough of its royal resonance. 
The cathedral’s west facade fea-
tured 28 statues that portrayed 
the biblical Kings of Judah. In 
fall 1793, the new government 
ordered their removal. They 
didn’t portray French kings, 
but the 500-year-old statues 
combined monarchy and re-
ligion, and they were brought 
to the cathedral’s square and 
decapitated. Twenty-one of 
the heads were only recovered 
in 1977, when workers found 
them behind a wall in an old 
Parisian mansion.

That wasn’t the end of the 
cathedral’s revolutionary role. 
In November 1793, the cathe-
dral became the site of the Fes-
tival of Reason, a revolutionary 
and anti-religious festival that 
both mocked Catholicism and 
suggested that French people 
should worship Enlighten-
ment principles instead. After 

the cathedral was plundered, it 
became the stage for a packed 
public event in which a seduc-
tively dressed actress portray-
ing the Goddess of Reason was 
worshiped atop a mountain. 
Enlightenment philosophers’ 
busts and statues of the Liberty 
replaced religious statues, and 
women danced and sang songs 
extolling the revolution. The 
centuries-old cathedral was re-
named the Temple of Reason. 
Almost everything inside was 
looted aside from its bells. 

Eventually, dechristianiza-
tion extended all the way to 
instituting a new, atheist state 
religion devoted to revolution. 
That concept was controver-
sial though, and eventually 
Maximilien de Robespierre 
proposed The Cult of the Su-
preme Being, a civic religion 
that allowed for the existence 

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

BROCTON – A bank founded in 
Brocton around 1890 by Alex Merica 
served the thriving village for 40 years. 

First located on the main east and 
west street at the east end of the Mof-
fett Block, the bank moved in 1920 
to a newly remodeled building on the 
west end of the Moffett Block, just 
east of the old Standard gas station. It 
had several presidents besides Merica, 
which included John Roll, Andrew and 
Charles Merkle, George W. Meyers, 
Paul Deames, John Jacobson and final-
ly Roy C. Helton. 

It was never named a state bank, but 
the wording “under state supervision” 
was printed on the checks during the 
1920s. 

When the bank closed Dec. 31, 
1930, Helton was president and it 
remained solvent enough to pay its 
investors better than 95 percent on 
the dollar. This was during the Great 
Depression when many banks only 
paid 10 percent on the dollar, and the 
Brocton Bank board decided to close it 
before insolvency occurred. 

Some of the workers at this bank 
were Gid Kaericher, Paul Deames, 
Bruce Handley and Kenneth Kaerich-
er.

The building did not remain empty 
very long as Earl Smith opened a 
restaurant and bar at that location, 
and it served for many years. Later, it 
became the Golden Nugget tavern ran 
by Roy Knicley and then Chet and 
Gloria Ballard before it was torn down 
in October 2016. 

The sign stating the building was the 
Brocton Bank was still intact above the 
large glass window on the front and 
remained visible to those who traveled 
on Third Street. The Key Construction 
Company took great pains in taking 
the concrete sign down in its two 
original parts.

Kate Ingram, a long-time employee 
of the Edgar County Bank facility in 
Brocton wondered what was going 
to happen to the old sign. Ingram was 
looking for a way to use the marker to 
give a sense of history and purpose to 
the citizens of her small village. 

She asked the mayor if it was pos-
sible to move the sign to the Prospect 
Bank branch, formerly the Edgar 
County Bank, at Brocton. Mayor 
Dennis Cary, with permission from 
the village board, agreed moving the 
makrer from the old property to the 
Prospect Bank’s lot, which the business 
leases from the village, was appropriate. 

It is a very nice addition and an 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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In 2010, an American 
scrap-metal dealer visited an 
antiques stall somewhere in 
the United States and pur-
chased a golden egg sitting on 
a three-legged stand. The egg 
was adorned with diamonds 
and sapphires, and it opened 
to reveal a clock. Intending to 
sell the object to a buyer who 
would melt it down for its 
component metals, the dealer 
purchased this egg-clock for 
$13,302. He then had trouble 
selling it, as potential buyers 
deemed it overpriced. 

The dealer had valued it in-
correctly — but not the way 
he originally thought. In 2014, 
the man — who remains 
anonymous — discovered 
that his little golden objet d’art 
was one of the 50 exquisitely 
bespoke Fabergé Easter eggs 
created for imperial Russia’s 
royal Romanov family. Its val-
ue? An estimated $33 million.

The Romanovs’ extravagant 
royal Easter egg tradition be-
gan with Czar Alexander III 
in 1885. Alexander was then 
in the fifth year of his reign, 
having succeeded his father, 
Alexander II, who was killed 
by bomb-wielding assassins. 
In 1885, Alexander sought 
an Easter gift to surprise and 
delight his wife Maria Feodor-
ovna, who had spent her ear-
ly years as a Danish princess 
before leaving Copenhagen 
to marry him and become a 
Russian empress. He turned 
to Peter Carl Fabergé, a master 
goldsmith who had taken over 
his father’s House of Fabergé 
jewelry business in 1882. 

Instead of crafting a daz-
zling necklace or a breath-
taking ring, Fabergé created 
something deceptively plain: 
a white enameled egg around 
two-and-a-half inches tall. But 
the real treasures were to be 
found inside. The egg twisted 
apart to reveal a golden yolk 
within. Inside the yolk was a 
golden hen sitting on golden 
straw. Hidden in the hen was a 
tiny diamond crown that held 
an even tinier ruby pendant.

This astonishing creation, 
known as the Hen Egg, was the 
first of an eventual 50 Fabergé 
imperial eggs commissioned 
annually by the Romanov fam-
ily’s two final czars: Alexander 
III and, from 1894, Nicholas 
II. Fabergé crafted the initial 
eggs according to Alexander’s 
specifications. After the first 
few years, says Fabergé expert 
Géza von Habsburg, “he was 
basically given carte blanche to 
use his creativity and the crafts-
manship of his workshops to 
produce really the very best 
that could be imagined as an 
Easter present.”

These one-of-a-kind cre-
ations, given to the czars’ 
wives, Maria and Alexandra 
Feodorovna, were, “immense-
ly personal, yet gloriously 
flamboyant,” wrote Toby 
Faber in Fabergé’s Eggs. No 
two were even slightly similar, 
and each contained a surprise 
meaningful to the recipient. 

In 1897, Nicholas II gave his 
wife Alexandra the Imperial 
Coronation Egg. The shell is 
made of gold embellished with 
translucent yellow enamel and 
overlaid with black enamel 
double-headed eagles. Inside 
the white velvet-lined egg is an 
exquisitely detailed miniature 
18th-century golden carriage. 

Welcome geese are not 
the same as the real thing.

Many households have 
welcome 
geese on 
their front 
stoop. Vis-
itors can 
tell their 
gender by 
their hats 
and other 
items of 
attire. 

At our 
farm we 
also have a welcome party 
of two geese – a gander 
and a goose. The way I tell 
them apart is by their size 
difference and the way they 
act. The larger male is very 
protective of his female 
partner. He also has more of 
a whistle and she has more 
of a deep duck type quack. 

We have them in the old 
chicken yard, which is next 
to our parking place out by 
the garage. Those guardians 
raise quite a fuss when 
someone drives in and 
parks there. 

When I feed them the 
male comes along and puts 
his head down as if he is 
prepared to attack me. He 
never has, he only wants 
fed. After I get feed in their 
pan, he stands aside and lets 
the female eat first as he is 
on guard and then he will 
also eat. It seems he is more 
interested in being her pro-
tector than filling his belly. 

We bought many ducks, 
chickens, turkeys, geese and 
guineas about 15 years ago. 
We had laying hens as a re-
sult and sold and gave away 
eggs for about three years. 
Our chicken yard has a six-
foot fence around it, and we 
had two golden retrievers to 
help keep the varmints out. 
Some of the turkeys and 
guineas flew right over that 
fence when they got strong 
and old enough. 

Slowly and surely our 
ducks and old laying hens 
were attacked by some-
thing, possibly a weasel. 
After our dogs got older 
they weren’t quite as active 
and a fox sneaked through 
and cleaned out all the rest 
of our winged friends except 
for our two large geese. 

I think the animal or 

Living 
with geese

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See CATHEDRAL, Page 4B

Cracking 
the case of 
the czar’s  
fabergés

See EGGS, Page 4B

Cathedral’s first disaster

Special to The Prairie Press
The Brocton Bank founded in the late 19th century was first located in the east end of the Moffett Block as depicted in this 
photo. The bank moved to the west end of the block in 1920.

Notre Dame was nearly destroyed by anti-Catholic  mobs during the French Revolution

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

Village bank displays heritage

Special to The Prairie Press

This 1921 check drawn on the Brocton Bank denotes it is under state supervision. 

BROCTON’S FIRST BANK

See BANK, Page 4B

File Photo/The Prairie Press
The Brocton Bank closed during the 
Great Depression, and the building 
housed other businesses for a time. It 
was demolished in 2016, and the let-
tering denoting the Brocton Bank was 
salvaged and relocated to the lawn of 
the Prospect Bank branch in the village. 
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Retail Meat 
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Butchering

Edgar County Locker
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810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
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116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
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Tenderized 
 Pork Tenderloin
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animals that cleaned out our 
chicken yard were either full 
or tired or just plain afraid of 

our two attacking feathered 
monsters, who always slept 
outside and were not trapped 
in the chicken house. Every-
one should be aware as how 
fearsome geese can be when 

The object, which took more 
than a year to create, is a repli-
ca of a coach once owned by 
Catherine the Great and used 
in Nicholas and Alexandra’s 
own 1896 coronation.

The 1901 Gatchina Palace 
egg, a gift to the czar’s moth-
er Maria Feodorovna, has a 
pearl-encrusted shell of gold, 
enamel, silver-gilt, portrait 
diamonds and rock crystal. It 
opens to reveal a faithful ren-
dering of  Maria’s palace.

All was shiny and beautiful 
in the imperial palaces, but by 

the early 20th century, Nich-
olas II was contending with 
international conflicts, nation-
wide impoverishment, a pop-
ulation boom and a growing 
number of former serfs eager 
to overthrow a czar they saw as 
oppressive and out of touch. In 
1904 and 1905, when Russia 
was at war with Japan, Nicholas 
suspended his annual Fabergé 
egg commission. 

He resumed the tradition in 
1906, though, and had one de-
livered every Easter until 1917. 
That year, Fabergé worked on 
two eggs, but before they could 
be presented, the Bolshevik’s 
February Revolution arrived 

and Nicholas II was forced to 
abdicate the throne. His entire 
family was executed by Bolshe-
viks the following year.

Under the orders of new 
leader Vladimir Lenin, the 
Bolsheviks packed up the eggs 
and other royal valuables they 
found at the imperial palaces 
and stashed them safely at the 
Kremlin in Moscow. In the 
1920s and 1930s, the Russian 
economy tanked and famine 
affected millions. The country’s 
new leaders, looking to make 
some quick rubles, started sell-
ing the imperial eggs to interna-
tional buyers.

Today, there are 10 eggs at 

they lower their heads and 
hiss, especially when they run 
and flop their wings right at 
you. The geese usually will not 
go in the chicken house any 
more and that tells me they 
remember what happened to 
their fowl friends.

They are definitely the den-
izens of the chicken yard and 
the man who fills our propane 
tank located in that yard makes 
sure to keep his eye on them. 
The only animal friends they 
have left are a few rabbits, 
squirrels and birds that help 
themselves in the all-purpose 
animal feed that I put out fresh 
every day. 

They have their own private 

Google Earth genealogy program at Vigo library
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. — 
The Wabash Valley Geneal-
ogy Society is sponsoring a 
program “Google Earth for 
Geneology,” Monday, May 13, 
at the Vigo County Public Li-
brary. 

The doors open at 6 p.m. 
(EDT) for socializing and re-
freshments with the program 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. (EDT). 

This live streamed program 
features Lisa Louise Cook, 
an internationally recognized 
world-class genealogy speak-
er. Cook created Genealogy 
Gems, a genealogy education 
company featuring The Gene-
alogy Gem Podcast.  

She has authored several 
books and produced more 
than 100  videos.  In addition, 
she regularly writes for Family 
Tree Magazine and teaches at 
the Family Tree University.

During the presentation, in 
a dynamic, educational and 
entertaining style, Cook will 
share her deep understanding 
of topics in a fun, easy-to-un-
derstand and entertaining 
way.  

Google is an important In-
ternet-based search engine that 
is adaptable and useful to virtu-
ally any area of inquiry. Anyone 
who uses the Internet has used 
Google and some of its free on-
line tools. 

One useful Google tool 
is Google Earth or Google 
Earth Pro. Google Earth is a 
computer program rendering 

a 3D representation of Earth 
based primarily on satellite 
imagery.  Google Earth offers 
a 360-degree, 3-dimensional 
way to explore, document and 
share an ancestor’s world.  

Google Earth is known for 
its ability to fly to locations 
around the world. Google 
Earth Pro can also be used to 
explore and document our 
ancestors’ lives.  It’s one of the 
best genealogical tools avail-
able, plus, it’s free.

For more information on 
this or other WVGS programs, 
check the website at www.in-
wvgs.org or call 812-230-0631. 

BANK
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of a god but was rooted in rev-
olutionary concepts. In 1794, 
Paris hosted the Festival of the 
Supreme Being, a massive cel-
ebration that included music, 
parades and pageantry.

Despite revolutionaries’ de-
termination to stamp out Ca-
tholicism, most French people 

stuck to their religious beliefs. 
“Parents refused to send their 
children to be instructed in the 
new civic religion; attendance 
for civil services and govern-
ment festivals was chronically 
low,” writes historian Justin 
Dunn. “Catholicism proved 
to be the stabilizing element 
that many segments of society 
could cling to amidst the storm 
of upheaval and change that 

was the French Revolution.”
After the Reign of Terror, 

Catholicism slowly regained 
acceptance in France. By then, 
many clerics had been run out 
of the country and most of 
France’s churches were closed 
or converted for other uses. 
France’s violent separation of 
church and state was complete. 

Despite its brush with de-
struction, Notre-Dame re-

tained its powerful symbol-
ism. After the Revolution, it 
bounced back from the looting. 
Napoleon Bonaparte crowned 
himself emperor there in 1804. 
In the mid 19th century, it was 
restored to its former glory. 
And though it’s not yet clear 
how many of its treasures were 
destroyed in the fire, it will 
doubtless find new life once the 
smoke clears. 

the Kremlin Armory, nine at 
the Fabergé Museum in St. 
Petersburg, five at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts and three 
each at the Royal Collection in 
London and the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York. 
Two more are on display in 
Lausanne, Switzerland, two at 
Hillwood Estate in Washing-
ton, D.C., and two at the Wal-
ters Art Museum in Baltimore. 
There’s a single egg in the col-
lection of the Cleveland Muse-
um of Art, one in Monte Carlo, 
and one at the Fabergé Muse-
um in Baden-Baden, Germany. 
One is also owned by Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al Thani, the for-

mer Emir of Qatar.
The fate of eight imperial 

eggs remain a mystery. Fabergé 
experts, “know of two further 
eggs which are in the West,” 
says von Habsburg.

They include the 1889 
Necessaire Egg, last spotted 
in London in 1949, and the 
1888 Cherub With Chariot 
Egg, which seems to have been 
exhibited at Lord & Taylor de-
partment store in New York 
in 1934. Von Habsburg says 
certain clues about the eggs’ 
whereabouts are currently be-
ing pursued.

The mystery surrounding 
the lost eggs perpetuates their 

legendary history. These things 
were never shown to the Rus-
sian public, with one exception, 
says von Habsburg — a 1902 
exhibition in St. Petersburg. 
“Nobody knew about them — 
they were kept in the two or 
three imperial palaces that the 
family inhabited.”

The excess of the eggs, and 
their seclusion from the public, 
reflect the elitist, out-of-touch 
final years of Czarist Russia. 
“They may be masterpieces,” 
wrote Faber, “but they also em-
body extravagance that even 
the Romanovs’ most ardent 
supporter would find hard to 
justify.”

wading pool where I dug out a 
shallow hole and then placed 
an eight-foot wide plastic kid 
pool in the hole. This spring 
I have hardly needed to fill it 
with all the rain we have had. 
I believe that in itself is the 
reason they don’t ever leave 
their home yard where they 
feel secure. 

Even if I leave the gate open 
while I am mowing their lot 
they seem to not want to es-
cape. In the winter, they don’t 
mind sleeping on a snowdrift, 
and they place their bodies 
headed into the wind with 
their head under their wings. 
If it gets extremely cold, they 
sometimes go to the chicken 

house, and it is not unusual to 
see them standing on one foot 
and then rotating that after a 
while. 

Every morning when the 
light goes on in our kitchen 
they start whistling and 
quacking just to let us know 
they are still there and they 
are telling me to get out and 
feed them their scraps and 
maybe to check their water. 

Occasionally the gander 
will come up to me when I 
am feeding them with his 
head lowered and his neck 
stretched out just to let me 
know what he thinks of me. 
I have tried to put feed in my 
hand and feed him, but he 

would rather give my knee a 
caress with his bill. 

So if a visitor comes and 
parks in the back, everybody 
hears a couple of geese letting 
us know of the arrival. They 
have replaced our barking 
dogs that have lived with us 
for so long. Geese outlive 
dogs and may get up to 35 
years old. We have only had 
them for 15 years, so we will 
probably have those two 
alarm systems around for 
many more years. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

important landmark the citi-
zens can appreciate that tells a 
little history of the old bank of 
Brocton. It is definitely a mark-
er that is unique for its age and 
for the time it represents. 

In the 1890s, Brocton was 
a vibrant and growing town 
and was incorporated in 
1896. The marker gives a little 
character to the village thanks 
to Kate Ingram and the village 
board. The sign is displayed 
in front of the Prospect Bank 
as a reminder of the history of 
banking in a small community. 

File Photo/The Prairie Press

This marker for the old Brocton Bank has a new home near the 
Prospect Bank branch in the village. The Brocton Bank building 
was demolished in 2016 but this lettering from the main facade 
was saved as a piece of heritage for the village. 
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A couple of years ago, I wrote a col-
umn about one of my special memories 
of past Easters.

As a high school 
student, I was blessed 
to sing in the choir at 
the Paris Presbyterian 
Church, where my 
family were members 
and attended Sunday 
School and worship. 
The choir had anthems 
that many of us called 
our greatest hits. These 
were pieces of music 
the choir regularly 
performed.

There were two performed every 
year. On Easter, the choir sings Handel’s 
“The Hallelujah Chorus.” On Memorial 
Sunday in May, the choir always per-
forms “The Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic” singing the same arrangement used 
by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.

My friend Susan Farris who is the 
choir director and church organist at 
the Paris Presbyterian Church, called 
me this past week and asked a favor. She 
wanted me to join the choir and sing 
the alto part (it’s all I ever sang) because 
illness, travel and injuries have decimat-
ed the choir’s membership this Easter. I 
didn’t hesitate. I said yes.

Anytime I hear “The Hallelujah 
Chorus,” I sing along — Lord knows 
I’ve sung it enough. As a member of 
the Paris High School chorus under 
the direction of Pat McNees, we sang 
it for several festivals and concerts. It’s 
the same with the “The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic,” but that’s the subject of 
another column.

Wednesday evening, I walked 
through those familiar red doors on 
West Court Street, sat in the end seat 
on the front row — I was always the 
shortest — and rehearsed Handel’s 
masterpiece with the choir. All that was 
missing was my sister, Cheryl. 

Susan accompanied us on the piano a 
couple of times then we sang the piece 
with the church organ.

Those not familiar with “The Hal-
lelujah Chorus,” stop right now, pick 
up the phone and go to www.youtube.
com and search for it. Hit play, turn 
the volume up, close your eyes and just 
listen. If there’s a more perfect piece of 
Christian choral music, I don’t know 
what it is. 

The “The Hallelujah Chorus” is part 
of Handel’s larger work “Messiah.” The 
oratorio premiered in 1742 when the 
German-born George Frideric Handel 
was the preeminent composer in his 
adopted home of the United Kingdom. 
Handel’s name drew such a crowd,  au-
dience members were advised to leave 
their hoop skirts and swords at home 
for fear of overcrowding at the Dublin 
premiere.

Given the oratorio’s sacred subject 

matter and Handel’s note on his original 
manuscript that read “To God alone 
the glory,” it’s hard to imagine that any 
audience could have interpreted the 
music as anything less than devout — 
but some did.

Handel wrote the beautiful music 
and the libretto — the words — were 
provided by Charles Jennens. Al-
though most may be familiar with the 
“Messiah,” and think of it as primarily 
a Christmas or Advent piece, the ora-
torio offers many surprises by carefully 
examining the libretto. For one thing, 
the lyrics of this piece are entirely from 
the Bible — and only the first part of 
the composition has to do with the 
birth of Jesus. 

The second and third parts focus on 
his death, resurrection, the sending of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and the fi-
nal resurrection of all believers. The first 
performance of the “Messiah” occurred 
not during Advent or Christmas, but in 
Eastertide — specifically 19 days after 
Easter in 1742. This was the composer’s 
conscious decision when to perform 
the piece.

The story of Jesus is a New Testa-
ment narrative, but the majority of the 
words in the “Messiah” come from the 
Old Testament. 

The key events — the birth, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus — are not 
told with New Testament texts, but 
with prophetic passages from the Old 
Testament. For example, the “Messiah” 
doesn’t include the words, “And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him swaddling clothes” (Luke 
2:7). Instead, it celebrates, “For unto us 

a child is born, unto us a son is given,” 
quoting Isaiah 9:6.

“The Hallelujah Chorus” is sung 
in the second part of the oratorio 
focusing on the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. The magnificent piece is sung 
not during the section dealing with 
the birth of Christ, but instead in the 
passion, resurrection and Pentecost 
section.

The chorus/choir sings, “The 
kingdom of this world is become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ” 
not in the birth of Jesus, but in his death 
and resurrection. This will be commu-
nicated to the world, so that God, “shall 
reign for ever and ever.”

An often-repeated legend about 
“Messiah” tells the story of King George 
II who was so moved by the “Hallelujah 
Chorus” during the London premiere 
of the work he rose to his feet and then 
everyone in attendance followed suit as 
not to be sitting when the king stood.

According to various experts, there 
is no truth to this story. There is no 
evidence King George II was even in 
attendance. It is unlikely the newspaper 
writers that were in the audience would 
have overlooked mentioning a royal 
presence. The first reference to this 
story was a letter written 37 years after 
the fact.

For those who haven’t listened to 
Handel’s “Messiah” recently — or never 
at all — I’d encourage them to do it. 
And through listening, celebrate the full 
blessing of Easter.

(Nancy Zeman is the publisher of The 
Prairie Press. Email her at nzeman@
prairiepress.net.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Why do Christians cele-
brate Easter? Many people 
think it’s all about baskets of 
candy, fancy hats, bunnies, 
and eggs. But that’s not what 
we’re talking about. 

We’re talking about who we 
celebrate on Easter ( Jesus) 
and why we celebrate him (he 
died and was raised from the 
dead). 

We celebrate Easter to 
worship our eternally perfect 
God who separated himself 
from every other deity by 
choosing to give up his own 
rights and life to restore and 

save the rights and lives of his 
creation.

There is only one God who 
gives up what he deserves to 
give his creation what they 
don’t. That’s our God. 

He’s why we celebrate Eas-
ter. 

Jesus took on the darkest 
evils of the world through the 
worst death, just in case some-
body decided to believe in 
him 2,000 years later.

Here are 15 more reasons 
why we celebrate Easter.

1. Because Easter rep-
resents the moment God’s 
only Son, Jesus, took on 

mankind’s death sentence, 
served the term and called 
it finished. John 17:4, John 
19:30

2. Jesus took on the darkest 
evils of the world through the 
worst death, for those who 
decide to believe in him in the 
future.  1 Peter 2:24

3. Because I thought I was 
smart enough, good enough, 
caring enough, and strong 
enough to be a father, son, 
husband, employee, brother 
and caretaker of our planet — 
but we constantly fall short. 
Romans 3:23

4. Because the sting of our 
failure to perfectly follow 

God’s laws was swallowed up 
by the victory of Christ’s emp-
ty tomb. Isaiah 25:8, 1 Corin-
thians 15:54-56

5. Because our God carried 
out his plan to give up what he 
deserved to give us back what 
we never earned — and de-
served to lose. John 3:16

6. Because without Easter 
our savior is dead in a grave, 
but with him, our human fail-
ings are dead in his grave. 1 
Corinthians 15:17

7. Because Jesus himself 
said it was the day he’d be glo-
rified. John 12:23-25

8. Because when we find 
our lives at a dark, dead end, 

Jesus has already been there, 
and he’s gone ahead of us to 
make another way. Mark 16:6

9. Because we killed our 
God who came to Earth as a 
perfect man three days before 
his perfect Father, our creator, 
raised him back to life. Luke 
24:7

10. Because the same 
power (the Holy Spirit) 
that quaked the earth, that 
stole death from hell and 
made it life, that rolled away 
the stone, that pushed back 
darkness, is alive to do God’s 
work in our hearts today. 
Acts 4:33

11. Because we need to re-

member that nothing amazing 
happens without sacrifice. Ro-
mans 5:8 

12. Because this one day 
sums up the reason God left 
heaven to enter his immeasur-
able creation as a tiny, crying 
human. Romans 14:9

13. Because Jesus is the 
hope of the world, but he’s 
also the hope of my world. 
Matthew 12:20-21

14. Because we killed the 
author of life, but God used 
Jesus’ death to give our story a 
happy ending. Acts 3:15

15. Why do Christians cele-
brate Easter? Because Jesus. 1 
John 4:19

Christians celebrating Easter

Special to The Prairie Press

Pictured is the chapel of the London’s Foundling Hospital, the venue for regular 
charity performances of “Messiah” beginning in 1750.

He has 
risen

Here are the three 
accounts in the synoptic 
gospels of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke merged: 

Do 
not be 
amazed; 
you are 
looking 
for Jesus 
the Naza-
rene, who 
has been 
crucified. 
“Who do 
you seek 

the living 
One among the dead? “He 
is not here, for He has risen, 
just as He said. Remember 
how He spoke to you while 
He was still in Galilee, 
Saying that the Son of Man 
must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day 
rise again.” Come, see the 
place where He was lying. 
And go quickly and tell His 
disciples and Peter, that He 
has risen from the dead; and 
behold, He is going before 
you into Galilee, there you 
will see Him; just as He said 
to you.” 

The record of the resur-
rection of Christ is so clear it 
doesn’t take being a scholar 
to understand the simple 
message delivered outside 
a tomb early on a Sunday 
morning two millennia ago. 
In equally clear exuberant 
expressions, in the mid 
1800s, in his song “He 
Arose,” writer Robert Lowery 
also expressed that simple 
message: “Up from the grave 
He arose, with a mighty 
triumph o’er His foes. He 
arose a Victor from the dark 
domain, and He lives forever 
with His saints to reign. He 
arose! He arose! Hallelujah! 
Christ arose!”   

Think of what the angels 
said to the grieving women: 
Jesus had predicted his death 
by crucifixion (unlawful exe-
cution) and he had predicted 
his resurrection back to life. 
Those ladies were charged 
with the responsibility to go 
quickly and tell others that 
he was risen, which they did, 
and let others know that they 
all would see Jesus, which 
they did.

The greatest miracle that 
ever occurred took place in 
a cemetery in Israel. No one 
during that time or in the 
centuries since has been able 
to disprove the resurrection 
of Christ. God demon-
strated that even death is 
subject to his authority. No 
embellishment of any kind 
can make this narrative 
more dramatic, powerful or 
memorable.  

Through his own power, 
a dead man resurrected 
himself to life after three 
days in the tomb. This man 
will never die again – ever. 
Jesus Christ, the living Sav-
ior offers eternal life, safety, 
peace and joy.  

All our hope or confi-
dence is in Jesus. Because 
he kept his word by rising, 
he can be trusted to keep all 
other promises that he has 
made. By virtue of his volun-
tary death, as a substitution 
for each of us, he has paid 
the penalty for sin forever.  

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Hallelujah! What music

See ISRAEL, Page 6BSee PASTOR, Page 6B

Kitniyot 
or not? 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

JERUSALEM  — Grow-
ing up in Massachusetts, 
Sarah Halevi observed Pass-
over like most other Jews: 
by not consuming chametz 
— leavened foods made 
from wheat, barley, spelt, 
oats or rye — during the 
holiday, which celebrates 
the biblical Israelites’ exo-
dus from Egypt.

Following the tradition of 
her Eastern European Ash-
kenazi Jewish heritage, Ha-
levi also abstained from eat-
ing kitniyot: legumes such 
as chickpeas and soybeans. 
Sephardic Jews, whose an-
cestry is Spanish and Portu-
guese and who comprise a 
little more than half of Isra-
el’s Jewish population, have 
no such prohibition.

Halevi continued her 
Ashkenazi practice when 
she moved to Israel, until 
her children protested.

Raised in Israel — largely 
on the Sephardic tradition-
al dishes that dominate the 
food scene here, especially 
during Passover — Halevi’s 
kids hatched a fiendishly 
clever plan to convince their 
parents to allow them to eat 
kitniyot, a key ingredient of 
many Israeli snack foods.

“Our kids staged a mock 
rabbinical court and let us 
have it,” Halevi recalled, 
smiling at her children’s 
creativity. “They were real-
ly convincing. Bottom line, 
they noted that refraining 
from eating kitniyot was 
never a custom in Israel and 
creates an artificial separa-
tion between Sephardim 
and Ashkenazim.”

And that, her socially 
minded children insisted, 
“is the opposite of what we 
need. What we need is unity 
among the Jewish people,” 
the mother of four said.

Halevi is one of the many 
Ashkenazi Israelis who have 
added kitniyot to their Pass-
over diet.

Convenience is one fac-
tor: In Israel, most packaged 
kosher-for-Passover foods 
and restaurant items are 
prepared with kitniyot or 
kitniyot oils, and rice and 
chickpeas (what hummus 
is made of) are year-round 
staples.

Jewish law is another fac-
tor: Kitniyot isn’t chametz. 
Unlike bread, for example, 
it doesn’t need to be dis-
carded and ritually sold to a 
non-Jew in the days before 
Passover.

For immigrants, a third 
factor often comes into play: 
the desire to feel part of larg-
er Israeli society after living 
as a minority in their coun-
tries of origin.

“When you live as a 
minority somewhere like 
America, it doesn’t matter 
if you follow Ashkenazi or 
Sephardi customs. You’re 
part of a minority,” said 
Barry Leff, a Conservative 
rabbi who divides his time 
between Israel and the U.S. 

As Jewish 
traditions merge in 
Israel, a Passover 
debate emerges

NANCY 
ZEMAN
LIVING IN EDGAR 
COUNTY

EASTER BRINGS A JOYFUL NOISE
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MAY 4 CONTEMPORARY 
CHRISTIAN CONCERT
An Elevate Praise concert is 7 
p.m. May 4 at the Linn Park Am-
phitheater featuring contem-
porary Christian music artists, 
7eventh Time Down, Jason Gray 
and Cloverton. Concession food 
is available during the concert. 
Those attending are responsible 
for their own seating. The event 
moves inside the Martinsville 
Gym in case of rain.

MAY 5 BIKER, BRUNCH AND  
BLESSING
A Biker, Brunch and Blessing is 
10:15 a.m. May 5 at Providence 
Spirituality & Conference Cen-
ter, St. Mary-of-the-Woods. 
Sisters Jan Craven and Paula 

GRACE NOTES PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

“One of the joys of living in 
Israel is being part of the ma-
jority culture. So why follow 
a more restrictive custom that 
both keeps you feeling like a 
minority, and that makes Pass-
over more difficult?”

The Ashkenazi ban on kit-
niyot began in medieval times, 
according to Daniel Sperber, a 
modern-Orthodox communi-
ty rabbi in Jerusalem.

“In the 13th century in 
France a certain rabbi declared 
that kitniyot is forbidden be-
cause they employed a crop 
rotation system that left a res-
idue of wheat in the legumes 
field,” Sperber explained.

Over time, other rabbis ex-
panded the kitniyot ban — as 
well as the definition of what 
constitutes kitniyot — even 
to communities where wheat 
residue wasn’t a threat, and ap-
plied it to all Ashkenazi Jews, 
Sperber, a retired Bar Ilan Uni-
versity professor, noted.

The issue of kitniyot con-
tamination is less relevant to-

day thanks to modern farming 
methods.

“Farming is completely 
different today, when things 
are produced very carefully. 
Furthermore, the original pro-
hibition was very limited and 
included very few of the things 
now considered kitniyot,” 
Sperber said.

Arguably, the most import-
ant factor is the merger of 
Ashkenazi and Sephardic Jews 
through intermarriage, Sperber 
said. “The lines are becoming 
blurred. If you consider the 
sociological situation and new 
food technologies, it’s under-
standable why so many people 
are no longer adhering to the 
kitniyot prohibition.”

While Jewish Facebook and 
Twitter are full of anecdotes 
from Ashkenazi Jews who have 
adopted kitniyot, other Ashke-
nazi Jews are wondering what 
all the angst is about.

“Pesach is one week, peo-
ple, so what is your problem?” 
Shoshana Bloom, an Ortho-
dox Israeli, wrote in a Jewish 
women’s Facebook group, 
using the Hebrew word for 

Passover. “We are supposed 
to feel like we came out of 
Egypt – remember! We had 
then the basic necessities and 
that is how we should eat to-
day. Not to make Pesach as 
ordinary as everyday eating. 
One week only matza, meat, 
fish, eggs, vegetables and fruit 
and oil and salt all make lovely 
menus.”

Bakol Ruben Gellar, a Jeru-
salem resident, used to feel this 
way, until her adult son, who 
was born in Israel, wanted to 
bring hummus into the house 
during Passover.

“It was three or four years 
ago and our son stayed with us 
during the seder and part of the 
holiday. He suggested we have 
kitniyot, since we live in Israel. 
We thought about it and for 
me, it didn’t feel like a big deal 
to have hummus in my fridge. 
The important thing is to not 
eat bread, and we don’t,” she 
said.

The Gellars already had 
some experience with kitni-
yot, Gellar said, because her 
stepdaughter is married to a 
Sephardic man of Yemenite 

descent. According to Jewish 
tradition, a wife adopts the reli-
gious customs of her husband.

“We’d get together for pic-
nics during Pesach and she’d 
warn us which foods con-
tained humous or tahini,” 
foods made from kitniyot that 
her Ashkenazi relatives didn’t 
consume.

Gellar said she continues 
to keep Passover according to 
Jewish law, but has become 
more tolerant over time.

“As I’ve gotten older I’ve 
come to feel that there’s so 
much obsessiveness around 
Pesach foods and cleaning.”

What’s most important 
about Passover, Gellar said, is 
the holiday’s emphasis on free-
dom and community.

In 2013, when Gellar’s fa-
ther died, a secular neighbor 
knocked on her door to gift her 
with homemade jam.

“I knew her home wasn’t 
kosher for Pesach, but I ac-
cepted it gratefully. Her kind-
ness was way more important 
to me than the status of her 
kitchen. It was a real turning 
point for me,” Gellar said.

Death passed upon all man-
kind because of sin, but life has 
been purchased by the death 
of the sinless Son of God; and 
can be yours today if you will 
turn from sin and place your 
faith in Jesus Christ alone as 

Savior and Lord.  
Have a blessed Easter Res-

urrection Sunday.
(Jack Hoffman is the senior 

pastor at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Paris. Email him at 
jillandjack1971@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provid-
ed by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

CHILDREN DONATE BIRTHDAY GIFTS

Special to The Prairie Press

Bella and Eli Shaughnessy, left, present Choices Pregnancy & Health Baby Shop coordinator 
Mary Taylor, right, with an assortment of diapers and other baby gifts they received from their 
recent birthday party.

Easter 
services 
announced
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

These churches have an-
nounced special Easter ser-
vices for April 21.

Nevins Christian Church is 
doing a 6 a.m. Sunrise Service, 
and regular morning worship 
is10:30 a.m.

Cornerstone Baptist 
Church does a sunrise service 
in a cemetery. Those partici-
pating leave the church at 5:45 
a.m. for the trip to the ceme-
tery. An Easter breakfast open 
to the public is 9 a.m., and the 
Easter service is 10 a.m.

Dramatic program on 
nation’s first black priest

MATTOON – A theater 
production telling the story of 
the nation’s first African Amer-
ican priest, who was from the 
Diocese of Springfield is com-
ing to Mattoon. 

St. Luke Productions pres-
ents “Tolton: From Slave to 
Priest,” 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 25, at Immaculate Con-
ception Parish in Mattoon. Ad-
mission is a free-will offering.

 This live, one-man multime-
dia drama, performed by veter-
an actor Jim Coleman, features 
all the elements of professional 
theater, including set, lighting 
effects, video elements and an 
original musical score.

 Tolton was born into slavery 
in 1854 in Missouri. In 1862, 

his mother and siblings made 
a daring escape across the Mis-
sissippi River to Illinois. 

The family settled in Quin-
cy, and he went to school at St. 
Peter’s Catholic School. Tolton 
later went to seminary school 
in Rome, because no Ameri-
can seminary would accept a 
black man. Thinking he would 
minister in Africa, once he was 
ordained, he was instead sent 
back to Quincy, where he ar-
rived to thousands of support-
ers. 

Known for his incredible 
singing and homilies, Tolton 
spent several years in Quincy 
before transferring to Chicago. 
He died of heatstroke at the 
age of 43 and is buried at St. 
Peter’s Cemetery in Quincy.

 More information is avail-
able at toltondrama.com or by 
calling Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish, 217-235-0539.

Father Augustus 
Tolton was from the 
Springfield Diocese
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Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL
2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Easter Sunday Lunch Buffet
Join us on April 21st

Reservation Only! 
Call 826-8831 TODAY!

     For more info visit our page at:
     facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
      Restaurant

Pancake & Sausage
Breakfast

Free-will donations
Saturday, May 4

7- 10 a.m. (or whenever we run out)

Sponsored by...
Chrisman Area Community Club

at the Chrisman American Legion

(west side of the square)
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Great 

Pancakes!
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Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Damiano, along with Father 
Daniel Hopcus will facili-
tate the blessing and those 
attending the event will be 
greeted by the Sisters of 
Providence with prayers for 
safety on the road. All riders 
are invited to stay for Brunch 
at the O’Shaughnessy Dining 
Hall following the blessing 
at a reduced rate of $15.25, 
if they register prior to the 
event. In addition, each rider 
and passenger will receive 
a special memento to carry 
on their travels. There is no 
cost to attend the blessing. 
For more information, visit 
Events.SistersofProvidence.
org or call 812-535-2952 or 
email jfrost@spsmw.org.

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
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Treang minor, non-emergency health condions  

362 days a year. 
(Closed Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas) 

1 Phipps Lane, Paris (across from the industrial park) 

Mon−Fri: 9am to 7pm 
Weekends: 10am to 6pm  
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April is 
autism 
month

April is National Autism 
Awareness Month, first de-
clared in April 1970 by the 

Autism 
Society. 

Accord-
ing to the 
Autism 
Society, 
“Autism 
spectrum 
disorder 
(ASD) is 
a complex 
develop-
mental 

disability; signs typically 
appear during early child-
hood and affect a person’s 
ability to communicate, 
and interact with others. 
ASD is defined by a cer-
tain set of behaviors and 
is a ‘spectrum condition’ 
that affects individuals dif-
ferently and to varying de-
grees. There is no known 
single cause of autism, 
but increased awareness 
and early diagnosis/in-
tervention and access to 
appropriate services/sup-
ports lead to significantly 
improved outcomes.

“Some of the behaviors 
associated with autism 
include delayed learning 
of language; difficulty 
making eye contact or 
holding a conversation; 
difficulty with execu-
tive functioning, which 
relates to reasoning and 
planning; narrow, intense 
interests; poor motor skills 
and sensory sensitivities. 
Again, a person on the 
spectrum might follow 
many of these behaviors or 
just a few, or many others 
besides. The diagnosis of 
autism spectrum disorder 
is applied based on anal-
ysis of all behaviors and 
their severity.”

More than 3.5 million 
Americans live with an 
autism spectrum disorder. 
A 2018 study by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention concluded 
the prevalence of autism 
had risen to 1 in every 59 
births in the U.S. - twice as 
many as the 2004 rate of 1 
in 125 - and almost 1 in 54 
boys. There is no known 
single cause for autism 
spectrum disorder, but it 
is generally accepted that 
it is caused by abnormal-
ities in brain structure 
or function. Brain scans 
show differences in the 
shape and structure of 
the brain in children with 
autism compared to other 
children.

Individuals with autism 
don’t outgrow autism, but 
studies show that early 
diagnosis and interven-
tion lead to improved 
outcomes.  Here are some 
sign to look for:
nLack of or delay in 

spoken language
nRepetitive use of 

language and/or motor 
mannerisms (hand-flap-
ping, twirling objects)
nLittle or no eye 

contact
nLack of interest in 

peer relationships
nLack of spontaneous 

or make-believe play
Autism is treatable.  Be-

low is a success story of 
someone living his best 
life with autism.

“My name is Russell 
Lehmann, and I am a 
motivational speaker, 
author, poet and advocate, 

ALISON
WILLIAMS
BEE WELL  
OF EDGAR COUNTY

See WILLIAMS, Page 8B

Group aiding suicide families
May 18 Surviving the Color event is fundraiser, celebration for the lives lost to suicide

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The death of a loved 
one always leaves a gap 
in relationships. 

That gap can lessen 
as mourners come to 
grips with the natural 
consequences of aging, 
or perhaps an illness, 
but it is much harder to 
find peace following a 
suicide.

Team of Mercy is a 
not-for-profit organi-
zation based in Terre 
Haute, Ind., that stands 
ready to help survivors 
anywhere in the Wabash 
Valley, including Edgar 
County, with the after-
math of a suicide.

“We had to dig deep 
to find me, a Paris res-
ident, help,” said Kris 
Weir, whose father com-
mitted suicide at his 
Florida home in January 
2018.

Initially, Weir thought 
she could work through 
her father’s suicide but 
with commitments to a 
husband, a son and a de-
manding job she found 
grieving to reach accep-
tance a difficult task. 
She decided to seek help 
when she caught herself 
being short-tempered 
with the workers she 
supervises, yelling at her 
son and angry with her 
husband. The question 

was where to find that 
help. 

Weir initially dis-
cussed the problem 
with Peter Templeton 
and Scott Barrett who 
handled her father’s ar-
rangements at Temple-
ton Funeral Home. They 
were unable to provide 
any direction until Bar-
rett’s wife, Abby Barrett 
who is a social worker at 
Paris Community Hos-
pital, discovered Team 
of Mercy.

“Team of Mercy got 
me into counseling 
with a person who had 
personally experienced 
suicide, and paid for the 
first three sessions,” said 

Weir. 
Christina Crist, Team 

of Mercy executive di-
rector, explained the 
organization helps the 
survivors of a suicide in 
as many ways as possi-
ble. Counseling with a 
professional is one av-
enue but so are group 
support meetings, some 
financial assistance 
when possible with fu-
neral expenses, suicide 
awareness and preven-
tion efforts and provid-
ing a biohazard team to 
clean up after a suicide, 
especially those involv-
ing the use of a gun.

“The last person who 
should have to clean that 

up is the survivor,” said 
Weir.

Crist added the clean-
up issue was one of the 
factors behind Team of 
Mercy’s formation. She 
explained the group’s 
founder lost a loved one 
to a gunshot suicide and 
the family was financial-
ly taken advantage of by 
the cleaning service that 
responded to the site.

That person decided 
no one else should have 
such an experience and 
began seeking others 
with a suicide in the 
family. Team of Mer-
cy started in 2013 and 
Crist has been part of 
the organization since 

the beginning. Her 
15-year-old daughter, 
Hannah, committed sui-
cide about the time the 
group was forming.

“When I got word 
Hannah died, I knew 
all parts of my life were 
changed forever,” said 
Crist. “I knew I had to 
be around like minded 
people immediately.”

Something families of 
suicide cope with is try-
ing to understand why 
a loved one resorted to 
suicide and the guilt of 
not being aware enough 
to prevent it.

Weir’s father had 
Stage III esophageal 

See COUGH, Page 8B

An end to 
pertussis

PARIS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL HONORED

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris Community Hospital (PCH), a service of Horizon Health, has been designated as one of the Top 100 Critical Access Hospi-
tals in the U.S. There are 1,300 critical access hospitals in the country and 51 in Illinois, according to the National Rural Health 
Association’s Rural Health Policy Institute. PCH was one of only two Illinois hospitals honored.

PCH among the top 100
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Community Hospital has been 
named as one of the top 100 critical ac-
cess hospitals in the U.S.

The hospital, a service of Horizon 
Health, was selected from among 
1,300 critical access hospitals nation-
wide — and among the 51 in Illinois.

The selection by The Chartis Group 
at the Chartis Center for Rural Health 
and iVantage who provides analytics, 
support and insight to hospitals to 
help them achieve performance im-
provement. iVantage provides health 
systems, community hospitals, and 
rural providers — including Critical 
Access Hospitals like Paris Commu-
nity Hospital — with software and 
services to deliver meaningful insights 
and actionable analytics for healthcare 
performance management, strategic 
planning and payment optimization.

The announcement of the award 
was made by the Chartis Center of Ru-
ral Health and National Rural Health 
Association’s Rural Health Policy In-
stitute.

Regarded as one of the industry’s 
most significant designations of per-
formance excellence, the Top 100 
Critical Access Hospitals is based upon 
the results of the Hospital Strength IN-
DEX® from iVantage Health Analytics.

Leveraging 50 rural-relevant indi-
cators across eight pillars, the INDEX 
provides a comprehensive and objec-
tive assessment of rural provider per-
formance. Now in its ninth year, the 
INDEX framework is used nationally 
by state offices of rural health, health 
systems and rural hospitals to measure 
and monitor rural hospital perfor-
mance, and is the foundation for sever-
al national rural recognition programs 
and legislative initiatives.

Paris Community Hospital (PCH), 
is among 19 first-time Critical Access 
Hospitals recognized and is one of 
only two in Illinois honored. The other 
state hospital is Abraham Lincoln Hos-
pital in Lincoln.

Horizon Health CEO and president 
Oliver Smith said the award is not 
something the hospital applied for but 

rather was selected as a recipient based 
on the date provided.

“This recognition shows the strong 
commitment and dedication of our 
employees and the communities we 
serve,” said Smith. “Hospitals across 
the country are facing many challenges 
in a complex healthcare environment. 
We are very fortunate to be able to 
continue progress toward our vision of 
meeting the ever-changing healthcare 
needs of our communities.”

The term critical access hospital is 
a federal designation designed to im-
prove access to healthcare by keeping 
essential services in rural communi-
ties. 

Smith explained the designation was 
set up in 1999 as rural hospitals were 
facing rising costs and the healthcare 
crisis expected when rural aging Baby 
Boomers began entering the local 
healthcare systems.

To be designated as a Critical Access 
Hospital, Smith said, a hospital can have 
no more than 25 in-patient beds. “It 
helps hospitals with a lower volume of 
patients to continue serving the area. It’s 
a safety net for rural hospitals.”

The designation has allowed PCH 
and now Horizon Health to success-
fully provide services to East Central 
Illinois as well begin growing to serve 

communities like Chrisman, Oakland 
and Marshall.

“It’s a true business model for rural 
hospitals ,” Smith said. PCH came on 
board as a Critical Access Hospital in 
2002, he noted.

Smith said the challenge moving 
forward for PCH is to continue as one 
of the top 100 hospitals.

“This award draws attention not 
only  to Paris Community Hospital 
but the (Edgar County) community as 
well,” Smith observed. 

“We were very proud and excited 
to see two of our member hospitals 
attaining this prestigious national hon-
or,” said Pat Schou, executive director 
of the Illinois Critical Access Hospital 
Network. 

“Top 100 status is a real indicator of 
how proactive these hospitals are when 
it comes to pushing for performance 
improvement in areas such as quality, 
outcomes, patient safety, market share 
and finance,” said Michael Topchik, na-
tional leader of The Chartis Center for 
Rural Health.

Smith said no public celebration is 
planned, but he expects internal rec-
ognition and celebration will be held 
privately.

“We’re proud of our people who 
made this possible,” Smith said.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

After a long day in the 
laboratory in 1932, Pearl 
Kendrick and Grace El-
dering walked out into the 
chilly Michigan evening 
with specially prepared 
petri dishes, called cough 
plates, in tow. 

The two scientists were 
on a mission to collect 
bacteria in the wild: one 
by one, they visited fami-
lies ravaged by whooping 
cough, the deadliest child-
hood disease of their time. 
By the dim light of kero-
sene lamps they asked sick 
children to cough onto 
each plate, dimpling the 
agar gel with tiny specks 
of the bacteria Bordetella 
pertussis.

As they collected their 
research samples from 
“whooping, vomiting, 
strangling children,” Ken-
drick and Eldering, both 
former school teachers 
who lived together in 
Grand Rapids, “listened to 
sad stories told by desper-
ate fathers who could find 
no work,” Eldering later re-
called. “We learned about 
the disease and the De-
pression at the same time.” 

Using cultures from 
the suffering children 
they, “saved and studied 
in every possible way,” the 
pair created the first effec-
tive vaccine for whooping 
cough after years of  toil-
ing in their lab, growing 
and identifying pertussis 
strains from cough plates. 

Developed at a time 
when scientific funding 
was so scarce that lab mice 
were considered a luxu-
ry, the vaccine prevented 
thousands of children each 
year from succumbing to 
the disease.  

In the 1940s,  Kendrick 
and Eldering’s lab also de-
veloped the vaccine that 
most people receive today, 
called DTP, that protects 
against diphtheria and 
tetanus as well as whoop-
ing cough, alongside an 
African-American female 
chemist named Loney 
Gordon. 

This became a staple 
early-life vaccine, multi-
plying the survival rate 

2 ex-teachers 
joined to create 
DPT vaccine

See MERCY, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press

Patient care staff at Paris Community Hospital includes, left to right, Tiffany Sallee, 
Kayla Miller, Judy Burns and Charlotte Hand.



8B |  SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netHEALTH

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017

TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement 
and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin for Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour. For full Set Sail terms and 
conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 5/31/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

ESCORTED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

NATIONAL PARKS OF 
THE GOLDEN WEST

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. 
You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, Skagway and Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

See up to 9 of America’s national parks on 
this incredible tour! Start off in Las Vegas 
and continue to the Grand Canyon, Zion’s 
steep sandstone cliffs, rock hoodoos in 
Bryce Canyon, Monument Valley’s giant 
mesas, Arches National Park’s gravity-
defying rock arches, waterfalls and granite 
scenery in Yosemite, and towering sequoia 
trees in Kings Canyon—America’s natural 
beauty awaits!

12 days, departs July - September 2019 14 days, departs June - September 2019

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Grand Canyon • Monument Valley • 
Bryce Canyon • Zion • Arches and 
Canyonlands • Yosemite • and more

FROM
$1,749*

$1,499*

FROM
$1,849*

$1,599*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 
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who just happens to have au-
tism. I have come a long, long 
way in life.

“When I was 12, at the 
height of my distress, I was 
pretty much non-verbal. I was 
too afraid of the outside world 
to speak to anyone other than 
my parents. I stayed inside my 
house as much as possible, 
clinging to my parents’ sides, 
terrified of any external stimuli, 
such as the doorbell ringing, 
the TV being on or the micro-
wave going off. I was a prisoner 
inside my own body. I would 
have multiple meltdowns every 
day, curling into a ball in the 
corner of a room, just crying 
for hours. I was extremely 
low-functioning, and could 
barely take care of myself.

“Now, however, I’m a 
successful, confident man who 
travels the country spreading 
a message of hope, awareness, 
understanding and accep-
tance about autism and other 
disabilities. I happen to not 
only have autism, but anxiety, 
depression, OCD and a previ-
ous battle with anorexia.

“I am a member of the Ne-
vada Governor’s Council on 
Developmental Disabilities, I 
sit on the board for the Autism 
Coalition of Nevada, am the 
Youth Ambassador for the 
mayor of Reno, Nevada, am 
affiliated with the renowned 
Kulture City organization 
which spreads awareness and 
acceptance about autism, 
and have written a book that 
earned an honorable mention 
at the NY Book Festival. I also 
happen to be a Registered 
Behavior Technician (RBT).

“As I mentioned before, the 
amount of personal growth 
I have experienced has been 
astronomical. The catalyst 
behind this growth is not due 
to some secret pill or cure, but 
rather due to pushing myself 
outside of my comfort zone on 
a daily basis. Every single day I 
take every chance I can to push 
my mental abilities to the test, 

whether it be pushing myself to 
the limit at the gym, initiating 
a conversation with a stranger, 
placing myself in the middle 
of a loud crowd in order to 
expand my sensory processing 
capabilities, or just simply 
making full eye contact with an 
individual I’m talking to.

“I do this not only to further 
grow and develop into the 
best person I can be, but to 
also conquer the remaining 
demons that I do still deal 
with. It is this drive that keeps 
my symptoms in check. 
If I were to stay inside my 
comfort zone, and not push 
myself out into the extremely 
frightening outside world, I 
would eventually regress back 
to where I was when I was 12: 
a low-functioning individual 
with autism who is pretty 
much non-verbal.

“My progress in life may 
seem like a miracle on the 
surface, however everybody 
and anybody can attain this 
type of personal development. 
With regards to individuals on 
the spectrum, we can conquer 
our disability and turn it into 
an extraordinary ability. I like 
to say that autism is a gift, you 
just have to figure out how to 
open it first.”

My advice? Run toward, 
and not away, from fears. 
Fear, firstly and foremost, is 
nothing more than opportu-
nity disguised as risk. Behind 
every single fear in life is a 
wondrous reward that is only 
attainable by pushing through 
what frightens an individual. It 

is a fact that pushing outside of 
a personal comfort zone, the 
chance for personal growth 
increases exponentially.  

Failure is another factor 
of life that we all need to em-
brace. If we were to never fail, 
we would never know what we 
need to improve upon, and we 
would never be aware of what 
we are truly capable of. 

When there is a chance one 
may fail at something, one 
either succeeds or one learns. 
There is no losing when it 
comes to failure. Think of fail-
ure as a trampoline: one is go-
ing to fall, but one also bounces 
back better because of it.

I chose to become a self-ad-
vocate and speaker in order 
to help others not have to go 
through the unnecessary pains 
and struggles I’ve been put 
through. I take pride in being 
a voice for the unheard, for I 
know how frustrating and chal-
lenging it is to go unnoticed. 
I’m honored and humbled to 
be able to give hope to families 
and parents who are concerned 
with their child’s future, just as 
my parents once were.

I have a raging fire within 
me to help others succeed 
no matter what obstacles or 
hardships they may face. I 
sincerely hope this article aids 
in this all-important endeavor 
of mine.

(Alison Williams is Director 
of Behavioral Health Services 
at the Human Resources Center 
of Edgar and Clark Counties. 
Email her at Alison.Williams@
hrcec.org.)

COUGH
FROM PAGE 7B

of children in the United States 
as it spread across the country.

Back when Eldering and 
Kendrick began working on 
their vaccine in the 1930s, an 
estimated 6,000 kids in the 
United States were dying from 
whooping cough, or pertussis, 
each year — more than from 
diphtheria, scarlet fever, tuber-
culosis or polio. Once infected, 
victims make a characteristic 

whoop coughing sound as 
their bodies fight the bacteria. 
In a vicious cycle, the cough 
spreads the contagion to others 
and is so powerful that it can 
induce shaken baby syndrome.

As whooping cough rav-
aged the Grand Rapids area, 
Kendrick and Eldering worked 
around the clock to battle 
the highly contagious dis-
ease.  They knocked on doors, 
analyzed samples and later re-
cruited locals for field trials of 
the vaccine. 

MERCY
FROM PAGE 7B

cancer and was enduring 
heavy doses of chemother-
apy and radiation when he 
ended his life. The suicide 
surprised Weir but in hind-
sight she questions what she 
missed and why. Her father 
went through a personality 
change.

“Dad cut off his hair re-
ally short, and he was al-
ways proud of his full head 
of hair,” said Weir. “He also 
passed on some items he 
wanted me to have. If I had 
known the signs, maybe we 
could have talked.”

Talking was not an option 
for Crist and her daugh-
ter. The teen’s suicide was 
a bombshell for everyone 
who knew her. There was 
nothing about the young 
girl’s manner, statements or 
online activity that indicat-
ed she was about to end her 
life.

According to Crist, 20 
percent of suicides are not 
accompanied by a note at 
the time or prior postings to 
social media the individual 

is considering suicide.
“I went through her pa-

pers and her phone and 
there was no clue,” said 
Crist.

Something Team of Mer-
cy does every year is sponsor 
a Surviving the Color event, 
which is more than another 
5K run/walk activity. There 
are six stations where volun-
teers toss clouds of colored 
cornstarch for runners to 
pass through. The event is 
7:30 a.m. May 18 at Ohio 
and Brown, Terre Haute.

While the run and col-
ored clouds are fun activi-
ties, Surviving the Color is 
also an opportunity for fam-
ilies of suicide to meet oth-
ers who have the same expe-
rience and start the process 
of finding help. 

It is also an effort toward 
healing. Team of Mercy 
supplies banners featuring 
a photo and information 
about each person who 
committed suicide to line 
the course. There is no 
charge to the survivors to 
create a banner. 

“We also want to cele-
brate their lives, but it is al-

ways emotional to put them 
out because we are always 
adding more banners each 
year,” said Crist, noting sui-
cide is the second leading 
cause of death in Indiana for 
those aged between 15 and 
35.

Surviving the Color and 
other activities by Team of 
Mercy strive to help the sur-
vivors while also trying to 
raise awareness about sui-
cide and suicide prevention. 

“What we are really deal-
ing with is a mental health 
issue,” said Crist.

Weir found her experi-
ence with Team of Mercy so 
beneficial she now serves on 
the organization’s board of 
directors. She noted Team 
of Mercy also does school 
and prison visits in addi-
tion to serving individuals 
coping with the suicide of a 
loved one.

“I’d like to see it expand 
and go into workplaces,” 
said Weir. “The people at 
work are our work families, 
and we often spend more 
time with them than we do 
our own families. If some-
body goes it impacts the 

Incredibly, the original 
1930s vaccine work began 
as a side project for Kend-
rick and Eldering, who both 
worked in a laboratory at 
the Michigan Department 
of Health. 

“It was done on top of 
everything else. When the 
work day was over, we start-
ed on the research,” Elder-
ick told the Grand Rapids 
Press in 1984. “We’d come 
home, feed the dogs, get 
some dinner, and get back 
to what was interesting.” 

The scientists were mo-
tivated by personal experi-
ence. Both women had sur-
vived whooping cough as 
children and knew firsthand 
how painful the disease was. 
“I think anyone who ever 
had whooping cough or had 
seen it feared it,” Eldering 
said in the the Grand Rap-
ids Press. “I still remember 
the terrible spells of cough-
ing that came on. I coughed 
until I thought it would be 
the end.”

It took two former school 
teachers, well versed in deal-
ing with terrified children 
and making budgets stretch, 
to make the first consequen-
tial steps toward defeating 
the disease. Scientific fund-
ing was rarely given before 
World War II, but when the 
pair discovered First Lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt was vis-
iting Grand Rapids, they 
invited her on a laboratory 
tour. Roosevelt helped the 
scientists secure rare federal 
funding. 

By the time Kendrick and 
Eldering were ready to be-
gin the full field trial of their 
vaccine in 1934, parents had 
already volunteered their 
children in droves. The re-
sults were impressive; in the 
first run of the Grand Rap-
ids trials, only three vacci-
nated children out of 1,592 
in the study developed 
whooping cough, versus 63 
non-vaccinated children. 

During the trial’s three-
year run, 5,815 children 
were given the vaccine 
against a control group of 
randomly selected unvacci-
nated children, and roughly 
90 percent  of the vaccinat-
ed children in the program 
avoided contracting the dis-
ease. Local doctors, schools 
and health departments 
began using the whooping 
cough vaccine across Mich-
igan and the U.S.

Kendrick and Eldering 
continued working with the 
Grand Rapids community 
through the 1940s, hiring 
and working alongside more 
brilliant woman scientists. 
After World War II, Kend-
rick and Eldering recruited 
chemist Loney Clinton 
Gordon. Gordon improved 
on Kendrick and Eldering’s 
work by testing thousands 
of pertussis cultures for the 
optimal strain for the final 
iteration of their vaccine.

With Gordon’s contri-
butions, Kendrick and El-
dering’s laboratory created 
a combined vaccine DTP 
for diphtheria, tetanus and 
pertussis (now DTaP), 
allowing parents to safely 
vaccinate their children 
against multiple diseases at 
once.

I DO THIS NOT ONLY TO   
FURTHER GROW AND DEVELOP 

THE BEST PERSON I CAN BE, 
BUT ALSO TO CONQUER THE 

REMAINING DEMONS I DO STILL 
DEAL WITH.”

RUSSELL LEHMANN
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across

 1. Dignified

7. Where to get a pint

10. Broken down

12. Peruvian city

13. Expressed grief

14. Isaac’s mother (Bib.)

15. Sizing up

16. Form of Hindustani

17. __-de-sac

18. Greek sophist

19. Greek portico

21. Christian Television Network

22. Attractiveness

27. The man

28. Home of the Cowboys

32. Home to Hollywood

33. Be later in time

36. Woman

37. A type of protection

 8. Conservative people

39. Bela __, Hungarian Leader

40. Rodent

41. Gloss or sheen

44. Looks good in clothes

45. Stephen Malkmus’ band

48. Org. of C. American States

49. Doorways are some

50. Cattle genus

51. Rock bands play them

 

Clues Down

1. Indigenous people of 

Norway

2. Not odd

3. Ring

4. Adam is one

5. Champion Volunteer QB

6. The smartest Ed

7. Fast cats

8. Two-toed sloth

9. __ humbug!

10. Investigator

11. Explosive warhead

12. Wrap

14. Hidden meaning

17. Reciprocal of a sine

18. Go with pains

20. Small constellation

23. Prohibited

24. Blocks

25. Home to Boston (abbr.)

26. Small viper

29. Toward

30. Promotional materials

31. Plundering and 

destroying

CROSSWORD

34. Provokes

35. One point north of 

due east

36. Freshwater fishes

38. Male parents

40. Little (Spanish)

41. Sean __, actor

42. Bowfin fish

43. Large integers

44. An association of criminals

45. Genus of grasses

46. Annual percentage rate

47. Mechanical belt

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

which did not break down. 
They became part of the 
food cycle from species to 
species lasting decades or 
even centuries. The best 
known is DDT – once used 
extensively for insect control. 
It is a powerful neurotoxin 
destroying the nervous system 
of insects. These insects are 
eaten by other animals, which 
in turn are consumed by larger 
carnivores. 

At one point, DDT was 
used to kill lice on humans. 
The damage to eagles and 

their eggs shocked the nation. 
Between 1950 and 1962 the 
concentration of DDT in hu-
man tissue tripled. DDT was 
finally banned in 1972, and it 
has taken 45 years for eagles to 
return to Edgar County.

Velsicol at Marshall pro-
duced DDT, chlordane and 
heptachlor. These are organo-
chlorine insecticides destroy-
ing the nervous system and 
liver and were once sprayed 
liberally on crops and soils. 
Chlordane and heptachlor 
were banned in 1988, but they 
last for decades and like DDT 
are fat-soluble meaning they 
bond to fats and body tissues. 

The Velsicol location at the 
north end of Marshall was one 
of the EPA Superfund sites.  

The environmental 
movement probably began 
200 years ago with German 
naturalist Alexander von 
Humboldt. He introduced a 
radical concept at the time that 
man-made activities can upset 
the balance of nature. 

Humboldt was traveling 
through the rain forests of 
South America recording the 
changes he observed. During 
his travels he met Napoleon 
Bonaparte, was a friend 
of Thomas Jefferson and 
befriended the Venezuelan 

revolutionary Simon Bolivar. 
He used his connections to 
sound his environmental 
alarm, but nothing happened 
and his effort was relegated to 
a historical footnote. Hum-
boldt was an inspiration for 
Charles Darwin who wrote, 
“Nothing ever stimulated 
my zeal so much, as reading 
Humboldt’s [travelogue].” 

This week’s environmental 
focus starts on Monday with 
Earth Day and continues 
through Friday when we cele-
brate Arbor Day to recognize 
the importance of trees. 

J. Sterling Morton, who 
moved from Detroit to the 

Nebraska Territory in 1854, 
started Arbor Day. The flat 
Nebraskan landscape left him 
longing for trees. When he 
became editor of the Nebraska 
City News he used the power 
of the press and advocated for 
tree plantings. Arbor Day start-
ed in 1885 and by1930 the 
program was a tool for fighting 
the dust storms of Kansas and 
Nebraska.

 Every year Earth Day has 
a theme. In 2018, it was the 
plastic build up in the oceans. 
Earth Day 2019 is to protect 
every category of creature, 
plant and marine animal. We 
depend on the balance where 

every species has a unique 
place and contributes to the 
ecosystem.

Arbor Day is always the last 
Friday in April. Until 1948 
that was the day one-room 
schools dismissed for the 
summer. Today many schools 
have tree planting and envi-
ronmental activities on the 
last Friday in April. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology and 
curriculum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us)

Tarble Exhibition at Paris 
Carnegie Public Library

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Eastern Illinois University’s 
Tarble Arts Center is bring-
ing the Cultivating Creativi-
ty 2018-2019: Consolidated 
Communications Children’s 
Art Exhibition to the Paris 
Carnegie Public Library, April 
27-May 19 during normal 
business hours.

The Cultivating Creativity 
Children’s Art Exhibition dis-
plays the most outstanding art 
produced during the 2017-
2018 school year by school 
art programs throughout 
East-Central Illinois. 

Cultivating Creativity is a 
community engagement pro-
gram created by the Tarble 
Arts Center to raise awareness 
of the importance of includ-
ing arts as part of the regular 
school curriculum. Under-
written by Consolidated 
Communications, the exhibi-
tion is drawn from the Chil-
dren’s Art Exhibition, present-
ed annually each spring at the 
Tarble Arts Center. 

Each year, at least one stu-
dent from every contributing 
school is selected to partici-
pate in the exhibition that cir-
culates throughout the region 
during the following academic 
year. This year the exhibit trav-
els to 12 area communities, 
from Assumption to Paris and 
from Windsor to Effingham. 
There are 44 student works on 
display ranging in media from 
pastel and acrylic to watercol-
or and tempera. 

The work of four Paris stu-
dents is featured in the exhibit. 

Natalie Burger, a fifth grader 
at Carolyn Wenz Elementary 
School, used glue and chalk 
pastel for Coloritous under the 
direction of Jessica Mayhugh. 
Kimber Calvert, a seventh 
grader at Crestwood Elemen-
tary School created Pango-
lin with watercolor on paper 
under teacher Mary Magee’s 
supervision. Emily Melton, 
second grader at St. Mary’s 
School made the paper mosa-
ic artwork Starry Night under 
Christi McClain’s guidance. 
Jessica Mayhugh also super-
vised the watercolor and pencil 
piece of art of the second grad-
er Joseph Prouse at Memorial 
Elementary School, titled The 
Hanging Spider.

For more information about 
the Cultivating Creativity ex-
hibit or other exhibitions and 
educational programming, 
contact the Tarble Arts Center 
at 217-581-2787 or tarble@
eiu.edu.

The Tarble Arts Center is a 
major resource for people of 
Central Illinois and Eastern 
Illinois University that focus-
es primarily on visual arts. 
Its mission is taking the arts 
to people. The Tarble Arts 
Center is open to the public 
Tuesday through Friday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 
1 to 4 p.m. The Tarble Arts 
Center is closed on Mondays 
and holidays. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.eiu.
edu/tarble or www.facebook.
com/TarbleArts.

Sponsorship for Exhibitions 
and Programming is gener-
ously provided by: The Tarble 
Family Foundation, Consoli-
dated Communications, First 
Mid-Illinois Bank and Trust, 
EIU Art Department, the EIU 
Center for the Humanities 
and the Academy of Lifelong 
Learning.

Cultivating Creativity 
2018-2019: Consol-
idated Communica-
tions Children’s Art 
Exhibition

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

He was the definitive bald 
guy.

In those days, the build-
ing lacked air-conditioning, 
which necessitated open 
windows and doors. Unfor-
tunately, the classroom across 
the hall was the domain of the 
head of the history depart-
ment.

The esteemed professor 
could not make it through a 
sentence-free “and, duh.” For 

the better part of an hour he 
tormented students. One of 
his students went quite mad, 
and jumped out the window 
in the midst of an “and, duh.”

  Did I ever tell you how 
much I hate clichés? I will.

  (Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
now writes columns for the fun 
of it, in which he offers a differ-
ent look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
call 217-504-3985

Spesard Culvert Sales, 
Ridge Farm, IL. Steels and 
aluminum culverts. Plastic tile 
and fittings. 8-inch to 36-inch in 
stock. Up to 144-inch available. 
217-304-1005.

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  Twice as 
nice for half the price! Insured. 
Free Estimates.  Call 217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. Call Robin today.
Open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

Yard Sale
207 E Crawford St, Paris
Sat., 4/20, 8am-5pm
Sun., 4/21, Noon-4pm
All 1/2 price Sunday
Men’s & Womens clothing, 
All sizes.
Home Interior Pictures
Lots of Miscellaneous!

HUGE SALE-
16 Sims Drive 
Friday, May 3rd 8 a.m.-4 p.m. & 
Sat. May 4th 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
coffee table, end tables, desk, 
dresser, glass top wicker 
tables, bar stools, folding chairs, 
pictures, floral arrangements, 
glassware, wall decor, lamps, girls 
bike, fishing stuff, coleman camp 
stove, DVD’s, games, puzzles & 
lots more!

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-866-931-8891

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find senior 
living.  Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call 
1-844-363-6919

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR. BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Local company seeking a full-time 
driver. Class A CDL required. All 
local driving. 100% company paid 
health insurance plus pension. 
call 217-465-7621

Part Time Auto Detailer
Come be a part of an amazing 
team! We’re seeking a part time 
employee for our auto detail 
department. This position is 
for an  average of 4 hours per 
day. Flexible hours but must be 
available from 7am-5:30pm. 
Training on site. Must be able to 
lift 50 lbs and work in a physically 
demanding position. Must be 16 
and up to qualify. Drug screen 
and physical can be requested 
at employment and during 
employment. Come check us out! 
Stop in or call 217-463-9500 or 
apply online.

Adecco – Marshall IL
Apply NOW! Call 217.826.1966
Assembly + Warehouse Positions
Variety of shifts; starting pay 
$11.00 – $11.90 based on shift

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training. Over 
40 years of experience offering 6 
week obedience class
beginning 5-7-19-$90.00
call 217-275-3465

2 bedroom house for rent.
Redmon, IL.  Call 217-884-2234

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets
Adults
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

For Sale - 167 acres of 
prime farm land.
5 miles west of Chrisman 
on Route 36.  
Land is Drummond soil.
Phone 217-213-9891

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

2 bedroom mobile home 
for rent,
Has it’s own lot. 
$450 per month. 
References, lease, deposit
Call 217-251-2184

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep
 $650/mo 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 
2 BR apts.  Water & trash 
included.  Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$550+dep 
Central air. 
217-466-8210

FOR SALE
2000 Mustang convertible
Lots of new parts. 
If interested call 217-246-4716
John Deere Lawn Tractor 155 
15 HP 38 in. cut $500.00
Call 217-246-4716

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

STOLEN  
Large rock from my yard.
$50.00 reward. 
Call 217-251-6680

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month
 (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-409-3253

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed 
No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. 
Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-877-649-4346

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details. 
844-494-3143

Financial Benefits for those facing 
serious illness.
 You may qualify for a Living 
Benefit Loan today (up to 50 
percent of your Life Insurance 
Policy Death Benefit.) 
Free Information. 
CALL 1-855-837-9896

If you or a loved one suffered 
injury or death while serving 
in the Iraq or Afghanistan war 
between 2003 to 2011, you may 
be entitled to compensation. 
Contact Attorney 
Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

Take Notice
Certificate No:

150007

TO:  Steven Hornbrook; Jennifer 
Hornbrook; Edgar County Clerk; 
Occupants
  And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2016TX1(26).
  The real estate is described as:  
Lots 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 in Block 1 in 
the “Original Town of Brocton.”  
Situated in the County of Edgar 
and the State of Illinois   
Parcel #:  05-06-26-480-002
  Said property was sold on 
October 27, 2016 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2015.  The pe-
riod of redemption will expire on 
July 29, 2019.  On August 15, 2019, 
the petitioner will make applica-
tion to such court in said County 
for an order for Tax Deed should 
the real estate not be redeemed.
P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner

Take Notice
Certificate No:

150045

TO:  The Edgar County Bank & 
Trust Co, Trustee, n/k/a Prospect 
Bank; Sadedin Malovski; Rabije 
Malovski; State of Illinois, 
Department of Revenue; Edgar 
County Clerk; Occupants
  And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2016TX1(25).
  The real estate is described as:   
Lot 8 in “Sutherland and others 
addition to the City of Paris.”  
Situated in the County of Edgar 
and the State of Illinois.  
Parcel #:  09-18-01-104-003
  Said property was sold on 
October 27, 2016 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2015.  The pe-
riod of redemption will expire on 
July 29, 2019.  On August 15, 2019, 
the petitioner will make applica-
tion to such court in said County 
for an order for Tax Deed should 
the real estate not be redeemed.
P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner

Take Notice
Certificate No:

150060

TO:  The Edgar County Bank & Trust 
Co, Trustee, n/k/a Prospect Bank; 
The Edgar County Bank & Trust 
Co, n/k/a Prospect Bank; Sadedin 
Malovski; Rabije Malovski; State of 
Illinois, Department of Revenue; 
Edgar County Clerk; Occupants
  And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2016TX1(24).
  The real estate is described 
as:   The South 65 feet of even 
width of Lot 28 in “Samuel Utter’s 
Addition to the Town, now City of 
Paris.”  Except a strip off the East 
end thereof now used as a part 
of a public alley.  Situated in the 
County of Edgar and the State of 
Illinois.
Parcel #:  09-18-01-381-002
  Said property was sold on 
October 27, 2016 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2015.  The pe-
riod of redemption will expire on 
July 29, 2019.  On August 15, 2019, 
the petitioner will make applica-
tion to such court in said County 
for an order for Tax Deed should 
the real estate not be redeemed.
P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner

Take Notice
Certificate No:

150104

TO:  Anthony J Boyer; Shawna 
J Boyer; Edgar County Clerk; 
Occupants
  And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2016TX1(27).
  The real estate is described as:   
The East ½ of Lots 4, 5, and 6 in 
Block 13 in “Railroad Addition to 
the City of Chrisman.”  Situated in 
the County of Edgar and the State 
of Illinois.  
Parcel #:  11-03-35-280-003
  Said property was sold on 
October 27, 2016 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2015.  The pe-
riod of redemption will expire on 
July 29, 2019.  On August 15, 2019, 
the petitioner will make applica-
tion to such court in said County 
for an order for Tax Deed should 
the real estate not be redeemed.
P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY

IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LEILA ANN LORENZEN,
DECEASED.
No. 2019-P18

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION
CLAIMS

 Notice is given of the death of 
LEILA ANN LORENZEN, of Paris, 
Illinois, who died on March 9, 2019. 
Letters of Office as Independent 
Co-Executors were issued on April 
1, 2019 to STEVEN D. LORENZEN 
and CAROL J. TAYLOR, whose 
attorney is E. Robert Anderson of 
Anderson Law Offices, 1204 North 
Main Street, P.O. Box 10, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before October 7, 
2019 and any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the Executor and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.
Steven D. Lorenzen and Carol J. 
Taylor Independent Co-Executors

By: E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices
ARDC# 6190439
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,
vs.
WILLIAM BROWN, BRANDY 
BROWN, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-69

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PROPERTY

A.  Legal Description of Property 
to be sold:
          Lot No 48 in O.S. Jones’ First 
Addition to the city of Paris.
PREIN: 09-18-01-352-006
B.  Common Address of Property 
to be sold: 
      501 Douglas, Paris, Illinois
C.  Location of Sale:
     2nd Floor, Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois.
D.  Date and Time of Sale:
     June 11, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.
E.  Terms of Sale:
     10% down on sale date, balance 
due upon confirmation of sale and 
closing.
F.  Contact for further information 
and inspection of property:
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
FRUIN & KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
G.  Description of improvements 
on subject property:
     None

FRUIN & KASH
129 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on April 3, 2019 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

YELLOW BLOCK MERCANTILE
Located at : 320 E. JASPER ST., 
SUITE B, Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Lori Higginbotham
Dated: April 3, 2019
August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on April 15, 2019 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as: 

TASTY SMELLS
Located at: 718 Water St., 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Stephanie Johnston
Dated: April 15, 2019

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Gas Service Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 
2 

To the Gas Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the 
public that on April 9, 2019, it 
filed with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC or Commission) 
evidence (direct testimony) 
regarding the reconciliation 
of revenues and costs under 
the Company’s Purchased Gas 
Adjustment (PGA) Rider with 
costs incurred in connection with 
the cost of gas from January 1, 
2018 through December 31, 2018.  
The evidence is applicable to Rate 
Zone I (formerly the AmerenCIPS 
service territory), Rate Zone 
II (formerly the AmerenCILCO 
service territory) and Rate Zone 
III (formerly the AmerenIP service 
territory); and may result in 
changes in its rates and charges 
with respect to gas delivery ser-
vices throughout the Company’s 
gas service territory in Illinois.  
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.

A copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
offices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, 
President & CEO

PUBLIC NOTICE

   Pursuant to Section 17-40 of 
the Property Tax Code (35 ILCS 
200/17-40), the percentage to be 
added to the assessed valuation 
of locally assessed property 
other than that assessed under 
Sections 10-110 through 10-140 
and 10-170 through 10-200 of 
the Property Tax Code (35 ILCS 
200/10-110 through 10-140 
and 10-170 through 10-200) in 
Edgar County as certified by the 
Department of Revenue for the 
assessment year 2018 is 0.00% 
by the application of an equaliza-
tion factor of 1.0000.

David Harris
Director of Revenue

NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a 
petition requesting an amend-
ment to the City of Paris Zoning 
Ordinance (Ordinance No. 29, 
Series 1968) was filed on the 
12th day of April, 2019, in the 
office of the City Clerk, Paris City 
Hall, 206 South Central Avenue, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, to rezone the 
following described real estate:

PT LOT 14 LAWSON KIMBLE ADD. 
to the City of Paris, Edgar County 
Illinois.

PREIN:  09-13-36-383-020

Commonly known as 626 N 
Central Street, Paris, IL 61944

Being situated in Edgar County, 
Illinois, and located 

from R-2, Single Family Residential 
District, to C-2 Commercial 
District, as designated in said 
zoning ordinance.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE 
THAT a public hearing before the 
City Plan Commission on said pe-
tition will be held at the Paris City 
Council Chambers, 206 South 
Central Avenue, Paris, Illinois 
61944 on the 1st day of May 2019, 
at the hour of 4:30 o’clock p.m.

Dated this 19th day of April, 2019.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of
CINDY M. INGRAM, 
deceased
No.  2019-P-23

CLAIM NOTICE
 
  Notice is given of the death of 
CINDY M. INGRAM of Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on April 11, 2019, to 
OPAL CRUNK, as Independent 
Administrator, 407 Milton Street, 
Paris, Illinois 61944,  whose attor-
ney is DREW P. GRIFFIN of JONES 
& GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C., 110 
E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, Paris, 

SATURDAY,  
APRIL 20, 2019 10B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

Horizon Health has an immediate opening for a 
Payer Credentialing Specialist. 

Position is full time with competitive pay/benefits offered. 
Qualifications: Candidate must have credentialing 

experience. Associates degree in business or health care 
related field preferred. Good oral and written commu-
nication skills and be computer literate. Must be able 
to establish priorities effectively, be self-directed and 

capable of working without direct supervision.
Responsibilities: Will maintain physician information, 
keep payer credentialing current and maintain accu-

rate files on all payer credentialing requirements. Must 
maintain and update CAQH on our providers and will be 

responsible for filing 855 applications on providers when 
required. 

Submit application/resume to:
Horizon Health

HR Dept.
721 E. Court St.

Paris, IL.  61944 (EOE)
or www.myhorizonhealth.org

HELP WANTED

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

AUCTION!  AUCTION!  AUCTION!

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Sunday, April 28th @ Noon IL Time
Live & Online Bidding! Pre-Bidding Available Now! 

FEATURING: 1966 Chevy Corvair! 
Also: Antiques, furniture, primitives, Red Line

 Hot Wheels, Vintage Toys & More! 
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to Browse & Bid! Lots Being Added Daily!
Always Taking Consignments! Give us a call! 

HELP WANTED
PERMANENT, FULL-TIME POSITION 
available immediately in agricultural 

office.  Salary range $30,344 - $54,670 
per year. A copy of the vacancy 

announcement is available at Edgar 
County FSA, 11759 IL Hwy 1, Paris, IL 

61944. Applications must be submitted 
through USAJobs.gov by the closing 
date of announcement. We recognize 

and appreciate the benefits of diversity 
in the workplace.  People who share this 
belief and reflect a diverse background 
are encouraged to apply.  This vacancy 
announcement closes April 24, 2019 and 
applications must be received by that 

date. The USDA/FSA is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Provider, Employer, and Lender.

Edgar County Farm Service Agency
11759 IL Hwy 1
Paris, IL 61944

Phone:  217/465-5325 x 2
Fax:  855/705-9693
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Illinois 61944.
  Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before October 21, 2019, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
  DATED this 18th day of April, 
2019.
OPAL CRUNK, Independent 
Administrator of the Estate of
CINDY M. INGRAM, deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN 
LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
ANTHONY URSO, JR., 
deceased
2019-P-11          
          
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS – 

ORDER APPOINTING 

INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATOR

OF DECEDENT’S ESTATE 
- INTESTATE

  NOTICE IS GIVEN TO the 
unknown heirs of the decedent, 
ANTHONY URSO, JR., deceased, to 
the unknown heirs of GERALDINE 
URSO, deceased, who was the 
mother of the decedent, to FRANK 
URSO, cousin of the decedent, 
whose address is unknown, to 
NICOLE ANDERSON, cousin of 
the decedent, whose address is 
unknown, (each of said persons 
being hereinafter referred to as an 
“interested party”)  that a Petition 
for Letters of Independent 
Administration filed herein March 
6, 2019, shows the decedent had 
unknown heirs, or heirs whose 
addresses or whereabouts are 
not known.  An Order Appointing 
Independent Administrator of 
Decedent’s Estate - Intestate was 
entered by the Court on April 9, 
2019, appointing SCOTT M. HALL 
as Independent Administrator 
of ANTHONY URSO, JR.’S Estate.  
As an interested party, you are 
entitled to receive notice of the 
filing of said Petition and the entry 
of said Order.

  Under independent administra-
tion, the Estate will be adminis-
tered without Court supervision, 
unless independent administra-
tion is terminated pursuant to a 
Petition to Terminate Independent 

Administration, filed by an inter-
ested party.  As an interested party, 
you have the right under Section 
28-4 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/8-4) to request  supervised 
administration of this Estate, at 
any time during the administra-
tion of the Estate, by  mailing or 
delivering a Petition to Terminate 
Independent Administration to 
the Edgar County Circuit Clerk, 
at the address indicated below.  
If the Petitioner is a creditor, 
or non-residuary legatee, inde-
pendent administration will be 
terminated only if the Court finds 
that termination is necessary to 
protect the Petitioner’s interest.  A 
Petition in the following form, may 
be used to request termination of 
independent administration:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
ANTHONY URSO, JR., 
deceased
No.  ______________ 
                  

PETITION TO TERMINATE 
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION
I, ________________________, on 
oath state:
1.  On _______________, _____, 
an order was entered granting 
independent administration 
to _________________, as 

Independent Administrator.
2.  I am an interested person in this 
estate an heir/creditor.
3.  I request that independent 
administration be terminated.
________________________ 
Signature of Petitioner

Signed and sworn to before me 
this ____ day of ____________, 
_______.
   
________________________
 Notary Public   
                                                                               
End of Form

In addition to the right to request 
termination of independent ad-
ministration, an interested person 
may petition the court to hold a 
hearing and resolve any particular 
question that may arise during 
independent administration, even 
though supervised administration 
has not been requested (755 
ILCS 5/28-5).  The Independent 
Administrator must mail a copy 
of the estate inventory and final 
account to each interested person 
and must send notice to or obtain 
the approval of each interested 
person before the estate can be 
closed (755 ILCS 5/28-6 and 
5/28-11).  Any interested person 
has the right to question or object 
to any item included in or admitted 
from an inventory or account or to 
insist on a full court accounting 
of all receipts and disbursements 
with prior notice as required in 

supervised administration (755 
ILCS 5/28-11).

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is further given of the 
death of ANTHONY URSO, JR., 
who resided in Edgar County, 
Illinois and that Letters of Office 
were issued on April 9, 2019, to 
SCOTT M. HALL, 707 Douglas 
Street, Paris, Illinois 61944, as 
Independent Administrator of the 
Estate, whose attorney is LARRY 
B. JONES.  Claims against the 
estate may be filed in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Room M, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before October 21, 2019, which 
is 6 months after the first date 
of publication of this Notice, or, if 
applicable, within 3 months from 

the date of mailing or delivery of 
this notice, whichever is later.  Any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of the claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

SCOTT M. HALL, Independent 
Administrator of the Estate of  
ANTHONY URSO, JR., deceased

Larry B. Jones ARDC #3122653
JONES & GRIFFIN 
LAW OFFICES, P.C.
Attorneys for the Independent 
Administrator
110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele:  (217) 465-7525
Fax:   (217) 466-2230
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BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Since 
March 2014, 20 state-licensed 
skilled-care nursing homes 
have closed for financial rea-
sons, while many of those 
continuing to serve the state’s 
neediest elderly populations 
face staffing shortages and 
operating deficits caused by 
diminishing state government 
investment. 

Nursing home advocates 
warn the industry is already in 
crisis, and a continuance of this 
trend could mean an unavail-
ability of care for Illinois’ aging 
population within a decade.

“These facilities are closing, 
and I can tell you more are 
going to close,” said Pat Com-
stock, executive director of the 
Health Care Council of Illi-
nois, a nursing home advocacy 
group. “It’s happening because 
we have a situation in Illinois 
where they can no longer finan-
cially survive.” 

The pace of closures has 
quickened in recent years, 
with five skilled-care nursing 
facilities – those that house the 
sickest and most vulnerable 
– closing from 2014 to 2016, 
six closing in each of 2017 and 
2018, and three already shut-
ting their doors in 2019, ac-
cording to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health.  

To fully quantify the issues 
facing the industry and their 
possible solutions, HCCI com-
missioned a study conducted 
by the business advisory firm 
Plante Moran, the Claude Pep-
per Center of Florida State Uni-
versity, and managed care Med-
icaid expert Meredith Duncan. 

The 85-page report states 
Illinois’ Medicaid ranks 49th 
in the nation for Medicaid 
reimbursement rates, and 
nursing homes lose approxi-
mately $15,000 per year – or 
an average of $41 per day – for 
each Medicaid-funded patient. 
Those shortages create a $649 
million single-year funding 
shortfall across the industry in 
Illinois. 

While the story of the state’s 
disinvestment in nursing 
homes is largely a financial one, 
Comstock said facility closures 
take a human toll affecting 
communities across the state.

“One of the really sad things 
about this is that when you 
close facilities, you create ac-
cess problems for the elderly 
and you create additional chal-
lenges for families,” she said. 
“And also, we know that when 
the elderly who are very sick, if 
they get displaced or moved to 
another location, it's really diffi-
cult on them and some of them 
just don't survive that displace-
ment.”

BEHIND NEIGHBORING STATES
The senior advocacy group 

AARP detailed in its own re-
port earlier this year that Illi-
nois nursing homes have the 
worst patient-to-staff ratio in 
the nation, leading to the sec-
ond-worst rate for adminis-
tering antipsychotic drugs to 
sedate patients without a psy-
chiatric diagnosis.  

“Inadequate staffing at many 
Illinois nursing homes leaves 
residents neglected, malnour-
ished, suffering from bed sores 
or worse,” said Ryan Gruenen-
felder, director of advocacy and 
outreach for AARP.

The poor staffing ratio per-
sists despite state mandates on 
minimum hours of care per 
patient at state-licensed nurs-
ing facilities. Senate Bill 1510, 
which passed the Senate by a 
39-19 vote on April 10, would 
require informed consent if an 
antipsychotic drug is to be ad-
ministered, and would establish 
fines for nursing homes which 
fail to meet mandated staffing 
levels. 

But the HCCI said the leg-
islation fails to address the root 
cause of staffing shortages.  

“Medicaid rates have failed to 
keep pace with the actual cost 
of care in Illinois,” said HCCI 
Vice President Amanda Gin-
ther, adding that a statewide 
worker shortage also makes it 
difficult to fill staffing positions. 

Medicaid gaps closing homes
“Already in crisis:” Report says Illinois skilled-care facilities lose $15,000 annually, nursing homes closing

The state provides 27 per-
cent of funding for the approx-
imately 740 intermediate- and 
skilled-care homes it licenses. 
The facilities themselves pro-
vide 23 percent of their funding 
through a pair of taxes on beds, 
which legally cannot be passed 
on to residents. The federal gov-
ernment provides the other half 
of funding by matching state 
and provider contributions. 

But the state’s share of the 
funding is shrinking, because 
Illinois’ structural reimburse-
ment rate remains stagnant 
each year, as it is based on years-
old market costs for nursing 
(2014), support (2004) and 
capital (1999) expenses.

“As a result, Illinois also has 
the lowest average total direct 
hours per patient day at 3.4169 
hours. Providers in the state 
cannot afford to provide the 
staffing levels that providers 
like those in Michigan can af-
ford,” the report said. 

Like all state-funded entities, 
nursing homes were adversely 
affected by a multi-year bud-
get impasse which included a 
temporary funding cut execut-
ed by former Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner’s administration 
in 2015.

“We never really recovered 
from that,” Comstock said. 

“INCREDIBLY SICK, FRAGILE 
PEOPLE”

Historically, the losses in-
curred by caring for Medic-
aid-dependent patients have 
been at least partially offset 
by private payers living at the 
same facility. But the number of 
those patients living at nursing 
homes is shrinking. 

“Nursing homes are no lon-
ger like the old age homes that 
one would think of, they're no 
longer grandma in the corner 
knitting and grandpa playing 
pinochle with his buddies,” 
Ginther said. “They're incred-
ibly sick, fragile people that re-
quire medically complex care 
around the clock.”

In recent years, Illinois has 
promoted nursing home alter-
natives such as aging-in-place 
programs, and seniors often 
stay in their own homes or 
move to lighter care facilities 
until their health deteriorates to 
a point that they need nursing 
home care. 

While the HCCI supports 
age-in-place programs, the shift 
to a more Medicaid-dependent 
population in many nursing 
homes means an increase in 
homes operating at significant 
funding deficits. 

In 2016 alone, nursing 
homes where more than half 
the patients are covered by 
Medicaid each lost, on average, 
$765,000 the report stated. 

“This shows that even con-
tribution margins from private, 
Medicare, and other payers 
cannot fully subsidize Medic-
aid losses,” the report said. 

The state’s recent minimum 
wage increase to $15 per hour 
by 2025 will add another bur-
den to cash-strapped homes, 

Comstock said, although the 
HCCI did not oppose the 
measure because it believes 
increased wages will lead to en-
hanced care. 

BUREAUCRATIC DELAYS
According to the HCCI 

report, the financial strains of 
Illinois’ poor Medicaid fund-
ing rates are compounded by 
bureaucratic reimbursement 
delays.  

It is not uncommon, the 
report said, to find high Med-
icaid facilities with 40 percent 
or more residents in pending 
status due to delays in the state’s 
processing of long-term ben-
efits applications. During this 
period, the care provider must 
cover all costs. 

“We’re in situations where 
we’ve been providing care for 
years without any compensa-
tion,” Comstock said, adding 
that legislation recently passed 
to expedite application process-
ing has not yet yielded satisfac-
tory results.  

Reimbursement delays 
have also become more prev-
alent since the state adopted a 
privatized Medicaid managed 
care system in 2011, the re-
port said.  

That system uses private in-
surance companies known as 
managed care organizations, 
or MCOs, to coordinate each 
patient’s care. The state releas-
es funds to MCOs at a stat-
ute-specified daily rate, and 
they pass it on to nursing homes 
that apply for reimbursement 
for the Medicaid-covered care 
they provide. 

But according to a report 
from Meredith Duncan, one 
of the state’s leading legal ex-
perts on managed care, provid-
er claims are often denied or 
delayed without explanation, 
and MCOs often refuse to 
pay state-mandated late pay-
ments. Often, Duncan said, 
the provider’s only recourse is 
a time-consuming legal process 
that often costs more than the 
amount recovered.

Because of that, many pro-
viders have been forced to triple 
the size of their billing depart-
ments and hire lawyers, con-
sultants and lobbyists, further 
diverting resources that would 
be better directed at filling pa-
tient-care staffing shortages.

The implementation of man-
aged care also removed a criti-
cal safety net for cash-strapped 
nursing homes – the ability to 
apply to the state comptroller’s 
office for hardship funding pay-
ments. Without that, providers 
awaiting payment are often 
forced to take out costly bridge 
loans just to make payroll.

Glenn Harston, who rep-
resents the Illinois Association 
of Medicaid Health Plans, said 
MCOs are working with the 
state to address denial con-
cerns. 

“Our experience has been 
limitations with the eligibility 
system are the largest driver 
for denial reasons for nursing 
homes,” he said.  

PREVENTING COLLAPSE
All of those factors have the 

industry worried about its sus-
tainability as Illinois’ elderly 
population is set to triple in the 
next 30 years. 

“I think a really big concern is 
that the destabilization of nurs-
ing homes in general is really 
going to put us in a difficult po-
sition when the baby boomers 
start to age into the system of 
needing more long-term care,” 
Ginther said. “We’re not going 
to have the long-term support 
available for them.” 

The HCCI has proposed a 
series of legislative fixes, the 
cornerstone of which is a $100 
million increase in state fund-
ing to skilled- and intermedi-
ate-care nursing homes for the 
upcoming fiscal year. The fed-
eral government would match 
that number, bringing the total 
added investment to $200 mil-
lion.

The HCCI is optimistic 
about that request, as Demo-
cratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s pro-
posed budget includes an esti-
mated $390 million in added 
revenue from a tax on MCOs 
which would bring more mon-
ey into the Medicaid system. 

Harston said MCOs are 
working with the state on the 
MCO tax proposal in an effort 
to, “continue to stabilize the 
Medicaid program.” 

Senate Bill 42, carried by 
Oak Park Democrat state Sen. 
Don Harmon, passed commit-
tee unanimously as a vehicle to 
distribute the added funding. 
It will be amended once it is 
known if any new funding will 
be realized, Comstock said. 

The $200 million, however, 
would make up less than one-
third of the anticipated $649 
million one-year industrywide 
funding shortfall.

“All that $200 million is re-
ally going to do is keep our in-
frastructure from falling apart,” 
Comstock said. “So we've got 
to continue to work with Il-
linois to revamp the system 
and create a reimbursement 
methodology that allows our 
services to the frail elderly in Il-
linois to be sustained. So this is 
just the beginning for us.”

The HCCI is also in talks 
with the Illinois Department 
of Healthcare and Family Ser-
vices to offset increases to the 
minimum wage as it moves 
toward $15 per hour by 2025. 
Comstock said the goal is to in-
crease the Medicaid reimburse-
ment rate as the wage increases, 
which could be accomplished 
through a reallocation of funds 
in the existing budget. 

In a statement, IDHFS Di-
rector of Communications 
John Hoffman said the depart-
ment, “has been discussing an-
ticipated costs with health care 
associations, other stakehold-
ers and sister agencies such as 
the Department of Human Ser-
vices and Department on Ag-
ing, to ensure the raised mini-
mum wage promotes quality 
care for Medicaid members.”

The HCCI is also backing 
Senate Bill 43 to remove the 
managed care enrollment man-
date for Medicaid patients at 
nursing homes, putting them 
back in the fee-for-service pro-
gram. The bill failed to pass the 
Senate by the April 12 deadline, 
and MCOs oppose the legisla-
tion which, “limits how mem-
bers access care coordination,” 
Harston said.  

“It is important to collective-
ly work together to strengthen 
the continuum of care rather 
than carving out proportions of 
the population,” he said. 

THE HUMAN TOLL 
Since January 2018, the 

communities of Flanagan, 
Abingdon, Mattoon, Girard, 
Lawrenceville, Paxton, John-
ston City, Decatur, LeRoy and 
Morton have felt the human ef-
fects of nursing home closures. 

In LeRoy, a McLean Coun-
ty city of about 3,500, the clo-
sure of its Liberty Village and 
LeRoy Manor facilities meant 
relocation for its 60-plus resi-
dents and a loss of 75 full- and 
part-time jobs, The Pantagraph 
of Bloomington reported. 

“LeRoy Manor was a 20-plus 
year blessing for the city of Le-
Roy,” LeRoy Mayor Steve Dean 
said. “It allowed our residents 
to remain in town when they 
needed long- or short-term 
care or therapy – an option they 
no longer have. The cost to the 
community is sad for all of us.” 

But the home’s 90-percent 
Medicaid population caused 
$4 million in losses in the four 
years prior to its closure, facility 
administrator Jason Young told 
the newspaper. 

"It was honestly painstaking," 
Young said. "We tried to look at 
every feasible alternative ... but 
we're not in the industry to pro-
vide the minimum. We're in the 
industry to provide outstand-
ing care."

In Girard, a Macoupin 
County city with a population 
of about 2,100, diminishing 
state investment meant closure 
of the Pleasant Hill Healthcare 
nursing home. The facility 
– known in the community 
simply as “The Home” – was 
operated by the Church of 
the Brethren for more than 
100 years, the Illinois Times 
reported. 

While Pleasant Hill contin-
ues to operate assisted and in-
dependent senior living apart-
ments on its Girard campus, 
in September of last year, the 
community gathered, “to give 
God thanks for the many days 
of loving care we have been able 
to provide for the least among 
us,” as it prepared to close its 
nursing home.  

Without a change in the way 
the state operates, Comstock 
said, countless communities 
across the state will face similar 
circumstances. 

“There's always an effort to 
keep a building open as long as 
possible,” Comstock said. “But 
with all of the stress ...this trend 
of closures is going to continue.”

50 YEARS AT THE LEGION

Special to The Prairie Press

Larry Hickman, left, and Tom McDaniel, right, were recently 
recognized for 50 years of service to the American Legion 
and Paris American Legion Post 211. Post Commander Jim 
Robison made the presentation of the 50-year service certif-
icates during the post’s April meeting.
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BRIEFLY
Man pleads not 
guilty in missing 
child hoax

CINCINNATI (AP) — A 
23-year-old man who au-
thorities say impersonated a 
long-missing child has plead-
ed not guilty to the charges.

Brian Michael Rini, of Medi-
na, Ohio, was arraigned Friday 
in Cincinnati. He was indicted 
this week on two counts of 
lying to federal agents and 
one count of aggravated 
identity theft.

Magistrate Karen Litkovitz 
advised Rini of his rights be-
fore asking his federal public 
defender for his plea.

He was initially arrested on 
a single false statement count 
after DNA testing proved he 
wasn’t Timmothy Pitzen, an 
Aurora, Illinois, boy who disap-
peared in 2011 at age 6.

The federal magistrate 
earlier this month cited Rini’s 
lack of a permanent address, 
past mental health issues 
and a lengthy criminal history 
that goes back to age 13 as 
she ordered him held without 
bond.

Preservationists 
connect 2 creeks 
separated for 100 
years

PALOS HILLS, Ill. (AP) — 
Nature preservationists are 
cheering action to connect 
two waterways separated a 
century ago.

Friends of the Chicago Riv-
er and the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources have 
linked Mill Creek in Chicago’s 
southwest suburbs to the Cal-
Sag Channel.

It means the 2-mile (3.2-ki-
lometer) Mill Creek could 
soon be teeming with new 
species of fish and mussels. It 
currently has only five species 
of fish.

The nearly $250,000 
project funded by the Chi-Cal 
Rivers Fund was completed 
this week. Tons of limestone 
and concrete shelves which 
separated the two waterways 
were removed.

Engineers creating the 16-
mile Cal-Sag Channel in 1922 
built it below Mill Creek and 
blocked passage for aquatic 
life. The channel connects the 
Little Calumet River to the 
Chicago Sanitary and Ship 
Canal. It’s part of the Chicago 
River system.

Woman accused 
of spiking Illinois 
state trooper’s 
drink

RUSHVILLE, Ill. (AP) — A 
central Illinois woman has 
been charged with using an 
unidentified substance to 
spike the sports drink of an 
Illinois State Police trooper.

Authorities say 45-year-
old Valeria Martinez and 
Kevin Weinmann, both of 
Beardstown, were stopped 
Tuesday along U.S. 67 
in Schuyler County for 
suspected criminal activity. 
Troopers separated the 
pair as an investigation 
continued and it was later 
discovered a substance was 
placed in a trooper’s sports-
drink bottle.

State police Trooper Mindy 
Carroll says the trooper 
drank what was in the bottle. 
The unidentified trooper is 
recovering and stable. Addi-
tional information, including 
if the trooper was hospital-
ized, wasn’t revealed.

In addition to unlaw-
ful methamphetamine 
delivery and battery charges, 
Martinez is charged with 
possession of cannabis. Her 
bond was set at $250,000. 
The 27-year-old Weinmann 
of Beardstown is charged 
with unlawful possession 
of methamphetamine and 
intent to deliver, with bond 
set at $100,000.

Both were being held 
Thursday in the Schuyler 
County Jail. It isn’t known if 
either have legal represen-
tation.

Springfield break recap
Cannabis, graduated tax advocates aim to reach public while legislators are on break
BY CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS STAFF

SPRINGFIELD - With the 
Legislature on spring break un-
til April 30, advocacy groups 
are working to get their points 
across on topics such as canna-
bis legalization.

State Sen. Heather Steans, 
a Chicago Democrat, said she 
expects amended language to 
be filed on her adult-use legal-
ization, Senate Bill 7, by the 
end of April.

On Tuesday, April 16, a 
mental health advocacy group 
urged caution in the legaliza-
tion process as well, noting that 
legalization will come with a 
behavioral health care impact, 
particularly on teens, and law-
makers, “must be ready to pony 
up the money to pay for care.”

MEDICINAL PILOT PROGRAM
The Medical Cannabis Alli-

ance of Illinois, a trade associ-
ation representing cultivation 
centers and dispensary organi-

zations, issued a news release 
Tuesday, April 16, in support 
of House Bill 895, a bill to 
make permanent the state’s le-
galized medicinal program.

The bill is carried by Rep. 
Bob Morgan, a Deerfield Dem-
ocrat and the former head of 
the state’s Medical Cannabis 
Pilot Program. In addition to 
making the pilot program per-
manent, HB895 would expand 
qualifying conditions for med-
ical cannabis treatment.

MCAI announced a new 
online resource, www.cann-
aqualify.com, to help people get 
access to medicinal cannabis.

GRADUATED TAX
While the public vote for a 

graduated income tax is more 
than 19 months away if the 
measure makes the ballot, 
dark money groups continue 
to pour resources into adver-
tising campaigns for or against 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s signature 
proposal.

Both Ideas Illinois – a busi-
ness-tied anti-graduated tax 
501(c)4 organization – and 
Think Big Illinois – a Pritz-
ker-aligned 501(c)4 which the 
governor has admitted donat-
ing to – were active on tax day 
Monday, April 15, sending out 
news releases and announcing 
new advertisement spots.

POPULATION REPORT
Census numbers released 

Thursday, April 18, show that 
for the first time in seven years, 
every major metropolitan area 
in the state saw population de-
cline between July 2017 and 
July 2018.

In all, only 16 of Illinois’ 102 
counties saw population in-
creases.

WAGE THEFT 
Legislation that punishes 

employers in Illinois who short 
their workers’ pay left Re-
publican representatives with 
open-ended questions about 

the bill’s impact on state busi-
nesses.

Proposed by Chicago Dem-
ocratic Rep. Celina Villanueva, 
the House-approved measure 
enhances current penalties 
against companies convicted 
of wage theft — each day an 
employee’s paycheck is with-
held would now be a separate 
felony offense instead of a mis-
demeanor.

Businesses would also be 
barred from working with the 
state of Illinois for five years.

But during floor debate, Re-
publican representatives ques-
tioned whether Villanueva’s 
characterization of the bill ac-
curately portrayed the practical 
effects it would have if passed 
into law. 

HOSPITAL CLOSURES
A judge has said Westlake 

Hospital in Melrose Park must 
stay open for the near future.

On Tuesday, April 16, Cook 
County Circuit Court Judge 

Moshe Jacobius said Pipeline 
Health, the California-based 
company that bought Westlake 
in January, must restore ser-
vices or pay $200,000 per day 
in fines.

Moshe found that Pipeline 
violated a restraining order 
from last week that said the 
hospital must continue ser-
vices.

“I’m thrilled with the devel-
opment,” said Rep. Kathleen 
Willis, a Democrat from Ad-
dison.

Willis is sponsoring legis-
lation that would change the 
process that hospitals must go 
through to shut down, transfer 
owners or cancel certain ser-
vices.

She said House Bill 123, 
which passed last week on 
a 69-35 vote, is primarily to 
keep Westlake open, but fac-
es multiple critiques from the 
state’s main hospital associ-
ation and health facilities re-
view board.

THE FUTURE IS (ALMOST) NOW

Capitol News Illinois

A prototype of the gita mobile carrying device is shown in this photo from Piaggio Fast Forward, the company developing the 
personal robot. A bill passed the Illinois House last week that would regulate such devices.

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD -- Futuristic tech-
nology could give Illinoisans their own 
personal robots that follow wherever 
they go, and carry supplies like grocer-
ies. 

In anticipation of a summer rollout 
of this technology, the Illinois Legisla-
ture is moving a bill to regulate it. 

But many aspects remain unclear, in-
cluding how strong demand will be and 
what the technology will look like in its 
final form. 

Chicago Democratic Rep. Jaime An-
drade is sponsoring House Bill 245, 
which seeks to regulate the use of mo-
bile carrying devices. It is headed to the 
Senate after being passed unanimously 
by the House last week.

“When the state’s vehicle code was 
written, people didn’t think of this being 
a vehicle,” Andrade said of the person-
al robots. “It’s not a vehicle, but we still 
need a description and definition for it.”

His bill is primarily in response to 
a particular product, the personal ro-
bot gita, in development at Massachu-
setts-based Piaggio Fast Forward, an af-
filiate of the Italian company that makes 
Vespa scooters.

Gita is a 50-pound spherical robot 
Piaggio is designing to carry things to 
make it easier for a pedestrian to walk, 
ride a bike, or get around by other 
means.

It tracks and follows the movements 
of a belt worn by an owner, and uses 
cameras to survey the surrounding en-
vironment, according to the company’s 
website.  

Neither Andrade nor the only organi-
zation to initially oppose the bill knows 
when the technology might show up on 
sidewalks, as it is still a prototype. 

Aaron Winters, an Illinois lobbyist 
who represents Piaggio, said it’s ex-
pected to be available by this summer, 
which is, “why it is important for the 
legislation to pass.” 

But the product’s potential raises 
concerns about pedestrian safety and 
home rule powers, among other things.

Kyle Whitehead is the spokesman 
for the Chicago-based Active Transpor-

tation Alliance, a nonprofit group that 
advocates for better biking, walking 
and public transit in the Chicago area. 

He said ATA was originally opposed 
to Andrade’s legislation because of pe-
destrian comfort and safety. 

“We were concerned with the po-
tential that these devices would result 
in safety issues, especially for older 
adults and people with disabilities, or 
people who are generally not as mobile 
and able to get out of the way as easily,” 
Whitehead said. 

One concern resulted in an amend-
ment changing from 25 feet to 10 feet 
the maximum distance between a per-
sonal robot and its owner.

Another amendment prohibited 
people from using the device to trans-
port another person.

 “You’d think you wouldn’t have to 
legislate this,” Andrade said. “But some-
one might put their baby in there and 
god forbid they forget them, you know.”

Whitehead said the third of the large 
concerns – also eased by the amend-
ment – was making sure home-rule 
municipalities can regulate the devic-
es when they start showing up on city 
sidewalks.

Personal robots in Illinois
Legislation advances to 
Senate that would address 
mobile carrying devices

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
unemployment rate in Il-
linois climbed one-tenth 
of a point to 4.4 percent in 
March as the state record-
ed a net loss of 2,300 jobs, 
the Illinois Department of 
Employment Security said 
Thursday.

According to preliminary, 
seasonally-adjusted num-
bers, the biggest job losses 
occurred in the professional 
and business services sec-
tor, which lost 4,200 jobs, 
transportation and utilities, 
which shed 3,000 jobs, and 
the construction industry, 
where employment was 
down by 1,600 jobs.

Those losses were partial-
ly offset by job gains in man-
ufacturing, financial activi-
ties, leisure and hospitality, 
and other services.

Meanwhile, the number 
of people counted as unem-
ployed in March grew 1.1 
percent from February, to 
284,400. That was 1.3 per-
cent higher than in March 
2018.

Nationally, the U.S. econ-
omy added 196,000 jobs in 
March, while the nation’s 
unemployment rate held 
steady at 3.8 percent.

Despite the overall loss 
of jobs in Illinois, IDES said 
the state still saw a net gain 
in employment for the th-
ee-month period from Janu-
ary through March. And the 
total job count for Illinois 
in March was up by 47,400 
compared to a year ago.

“This administration has 
begun the hard work of re-
storing fiscal sanity,” Deputy 
Gov. Dan Hynes said about 
the numbers.

Joblessness 
grows to 
4.4 percent 
in March
State reports 
2,300 fewer jobs 
over the month

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Census 
numbers released Thursday 
show that for the first time in 
seven years, every major met-
ropolitan area in the state saw 
population decline between 
July 2017 and July 2018.

The numbers give a county 
and metro-area look at pop-
ulation changes, and provide 
more detail on the statewide 
numbers the Census Bureau 
released for the same time 
period last December, which 
showed Illinois lost about 
45,000 that year.

According to the analysis 
of Bryce Hill, research analyst 
at the conservative think tank 
Illinois Policy Institute, most 
of the population loss is due to 
outmigration – more people 
leaving the state than arriving.

The Chicago metro area, 
which extends beyond Cook 
County into the collar coun-
ties and parts of southeastern 
Wisconsin and northeastern 
Indiana, had the greatest raw 
number decline of more than 
22,000 people.

In Cook County alone, 
more than 24,000 people left.

Hill said the reason Cook 

County had a greater loss than 
the surrounding metro area is 
because of a continuing, long-
time trend of people moving 
from the city to suburbs.

While the population drop 
of 970 people in the Danville 
metro area was smaller by 
comparison, it was the fourth 
worst decline of any metro area 
in the country at 1.25 percent.

In all, only 16 of Illinois’ 
102 counties saw population 
increases. A few of them, like 
Grundy (359), Monroe (176), 
and Jasper (71), are down-
state, which Hill attributed to 
the natural result of births still 

outpacing deaths in those ar-
eas, rather than people moving 
there.

In most other places, Hill 
said, the gap between births 
and deaths is closing.

“As the population ages,” 
Hill said, “outmigration is go-
ing to become a bigger and big-
ger issue.” 

While the Policy Institute 
cited the recent numbers as 
signs of Illinois’ poor labor 
market, high tax burden and 
reckless spending, others say 
the reasons for population 
shifts are more complicated, 
like mechanized farming and 

gentrification. 
While admitting the trend is 

concerning, Kent Redfield said 
no single solution will fix the 
population problem.

“To say that if we adopted 
Florida’s tax structure, both 
downstate and metro areas 
would suddenly turn around 
– it’s much more complicated 
than that,” he said.

Population changes in 
the state will also affect the 
outcome of the 2020 census 
count, on which rides billions 
of dollars in federal funding 
and the number of congres-
sional seats for Illinois. 

Metro areas’ population losses symptomatic of statewide trend
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